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LETTER FROM FR. SCOTT
My Dear People,

I am in my eighth year as your pastor. It is hard to believe sometimes 
that we have been on this journey together for that long. During 
these eight years, I have grown as a pastor and you have grown as 
the people of God of this parish community.  We walk together as 
disciples, as people who are so much in love with Jesus that we see 
no choice but to follow Him with our whole heart, soul and mind. 

I am happy to present to you our Stewardship Report that chronicles 
our parish life from July 2017 to June 2018. Here you will find reports 
on our many ministries, groups, organizations and on St. Thomas 
More Catholic School. You will also find our financial information for both the church and the 
school. You will see how we have chosen to be good stewards of what God has entrusted to 
each of us. Stewards recognize that everything we have is given as gift, and we must return 
that gift to the Father through our love and our service to others. 

Fr. Chris and I thank you for the many ways that you contribute to the life of the parish 
community.  We are such a vibrant faith community that continues to be a beacon in Chapel 
Hill and beyond.   

What does God have in store for us in the year to come? That remains to be seen. God is 
still speaking to us in many ways. We just need to have our eyes, ears and hearts open to 
discovering how God is trying to break through in our lives as a community of disciples.  

Through the intercession of our patrons St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher, let us pray that 
we will continue to live out our mission each day to Pray, Serve and Spread the Gospel with 
Joy.

In His Love,

Very Rev. Scott E. McCue, V.F., 
Pastor
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LETTER FROM CARLOS LIMA
Dear Fellow Parishioners,

The last year has seen many things happen at St. Thomas More and 
in the Church. A rare mix of emotions as we sit back and look at what 
has unfolded in our midst and beyond in 2017-18.

We negotiated the purchase of the Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church property, which is now the St. Thomas More South Campus. 
The dynamics of the campus and parish are about to change once 
again, although not as significantly as they did in 2010 with the 
completion of the New Building project, which included the Parish 
Center, School Gym, Art and Music building, athletic field, and added parking.

It will be interesting to see, once we complete the renovations for improvements to 
functionality, access, and safety, how we operate with a chapel for weekday Mass and small 
liturgical functions, the hosting of the Chapel Hill Carrboro Meals on Wheels operation, 
additional meeting spaces for flexible use, and the St. Thomas More Preschool. These are 
signs of the growth and vibrancy of our community, and the vitality of the Catholic church in 
this corner of the world!

We continue to work towards becoming intentional disciples. Under the leadership of Fr. 
Scott, our Pastoral Council and staff continue formation and planning for this important goal 
for our community: to make a conscious choice to know and follow Jesus in order to draw 
others to follow him.

A reflection to close: In these difficult times, I share the notion and feeling that I don’t know 
how to not be Catholic. My prayers are with those who have been victimized and in their 
suffering; and for healing and reparation. I am reminded of a quote in one of St. Josemaria 
Escriva’s passages in his book The Way: “… Heart, heart on the Cross, heart on the Cross.”1

I hope you enjoy reading the 2018 Stewardship Report. Thank you for your engagement in the 
life of the parish, for your prayers, for your service, and for spreading the Gospel with joy.

God Bless,

Carlos Lima
Director of Operations and Finance

1Josemaria Escriva de Balaguer, The Way, Crown Publishing Group, 2006, #163



6

LITURGY
Liturgy
Liturgy is the public prayer of the Church, and a 
participation in Christ’s own prayer to the Father in the 
Holy Spirit.  This prayer takes on various forms at St. 
Thomas More. First and foremost is the Eucharist, the 
source and summit of the Christian life (Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, #1324).  Mass is celebrated 
at St. Thomas More each Sunday in both English and 
Spanish to provide the opportunity for our community 
to gather together to offer our worship to the God who 
loves us, to be fed with the Body and Blood of Christ 
who saves us, and to be strengthened for mission by 
the Holy Spirit who lives in our hearts. Mass is also 
offered daily, including most Friday mornings during 
the school year.

Liturgy of the Hours
During the seasons of Advent and Lent, we also 
participate in the universal prayer of the Church by 
the communal discipline of Morning Prayer, part of 
the Liturgy of the Hours. Taking 20 minutes at the 
start of the day for prayer has proven beneficial for an 
increasing number of people, including some of our 
school students and teachers.  Everyone is invited to 
join us weekday mornings during Advent and Lent as 
we join our voices to those of the Church throughout 
the world in praise and petition.

Adoration
In addition, St. Thomas More provides opportunities 
for Eucharistic Adoration most Wednesday 
afternoons, concluding with solemn Benediction at 
4:45PM. Adoration also takes place the first Friday 
morning of the month during the school year.  All are 
invited to spend quiet time with our Lord.  

Anointing of the Sick
Furthermore, the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick takes place at daily Mass the fourth Thursday of 
the month.  Together with other time-tested devotions 
such as the Rosary, Divine Mercy Sunday and Lenten 
Stations of the Cross, we hope that these liturgies will 
forge us into a true people of prayer, a people filled 
with love for Jesus Christ, the one who loved us first.

Liturgical Ministries
Each of us, by taking on our role in the celebration of 
liturgy, bears witness to Christ’s saving work.  We are 
invited to cooperate with Him for our own salvation 
and that of the whole world.  This means the liturgy is 
not passive, not some kind of spectator sport.  This 
cooperation demands our full, conscious, and active 
participation. Every baptized person present at the 
liturgy has work to do: listen attentively, join in the 
responses, sing along when appropriate, and the like.  
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As we strive to pray from the pews we are supported 
by many ministries dedicated to helping us achieve 
this goal. 

Liturgy does not just happen. It takes planning, and 
the support of many people. In fact, it takes over 
150 people each week to support the five weekend 
Masses (and many more if we include our choirs). We 
see many visible ministries each week. 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are 
trained to reverently assist the priest and deacon in 
distributing Christ’s Body and Blood to the community.  
These people are commissioned by the parish to 
handle these elements with great care, and many are 
also responsible for taking the Eucharist to our sisters 
and brothers who are homebound or hospitalized.  

Readers of the Word of God work diligently to prepare 
their proclamation of the scriptures for each Sunday 
Mass. Training and retreats are offered throughout the 
year for Readers, with the focus on being the conduit 
moved by the Holy Spirit to proclaim to the people the 
“Word of the Lord.”  

Altar Servers are youngsters fourth grade and older, 
many of whom attend our school.  Servers assist the 
priest in a variety of ways during Mass, as well as at 
weddings and funerals.  All of these people work hard 
to direct the focus not on themselves but on Christ, to 
allow us to see and hear Him through their ministry.  
In addition to these ministers who assist near the 
altar, there are other important ministries filled by 
dedicated parishioners. 

St. Benedict Ministers welcome us into the church 
building in Christ’s name, St. Matthew Ministers 
collect our offerings given in thanksgiving for God’s 
many blessings, and St. Michael the Defender 
Ministers are prepared to offer assistance in the event 
of medical or other emergencies. 

Even with the help of this many people, our liturgical 
celebrations still depend on a host of more or less 
unseen but no less appreciated ministers: Sacristans 
prepare the material needs of each liturgy, as well 
as providing ongoing care for candles and vessels 
around the sanctuary. 

Mass Coordinators ensure all ministry positions are 
filled prior to the start of Mass, so that everything runs 
as smoothly as possible. 

Altar Care volunteers launder linens used during the 

Mass, carefully following guidelines for cleaning items 
that have come in contact with the Body and Blood of 
Christ.

Environment and Art Committee
In addition to the activities directly associated with 
our liturgies, the Environment and Art Committee is 
charged with maintaining the beauty of the church 
through the changing liturgical seasons. One of the 
decorating activities the committee has been doing 
the past few years is to use woven palms for Palm 
Sunday. Palms are ordered in advance and a session 
is held to help volunteers learn how to weave the 
palms. Several women from the Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas have worked with the Environment 
and Art Committee, working with palms to turn them 
into decorative items. The woven palms are then used 
for the Palm Sunday decorations. For Christmas and 
Easter, the committee depends upon volunteers to 
help put up decorations. Also, the Latino/a community 
works with the Environment and Art Committee to 
arrange the crèche decorations at Christmas and 
the narthex garden for Easter.  The Environment 
and Art Committee meets 3 to 4 times a year to 
review the needs of the church and to make plans. 
These meetings often result in new decorations 
being purchased or made by committee members. 
New members are always welcome and, indeed, are 
needed to take the place of some who have served 
for more than 15 years. The only skills needed are an 
interest in helping to create a worshipful environment 
for our church, though we welcome volunteers with 
special talents.
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Beyond Sunday Mass
Our liturgical life extends beyond Sunday Mass in 
other ways as well. We have special coordinators who 
help prepare and celebrate the rites that grace our 
lives:  

Baptism Coordinators accompany parents through 
the process of learning about the sacrament of 
Baptism, as well as guiding families and guests for 
Baptisms during as well as outside of Mass.  

Funeral sacristans assist in preparing the church for 
funeral Masses and the other particulars associated 
with funerals, as well as being a welcoming presence 
for those who are grieving.  

One of the most joyous ministries is that of Wedding 
Coordinators, who work in groups of two or three to 
help wedding rehearsals and weddings run smoothly 
at St. Thomas More.  Part of the work involves setting 

up the church (lights, chairs, air conditioning, etc.), 
helping with the Eucharist if needed, and straightening 
up afterwards. The other portion of the work involves 
interacting with the couple and the attendees. Our 
main responsibility is to make sure that everyone is in 
the right place at the right time. This includes helping 
with family seating arrangements, making sure 
guests are seated, keeping the bride and groom apart 
beforehand (if that’s what they want), running the 
procession, and getting the bridal party to the altar for 
photos afterwards. The wedding committee always 
welcomes new members and provides on-the-job-
training for people who would like to join this happy 
ministry.

Because it takes so many people contributing to the 
celebration of our liturgies, there is always a need for 
additional volunteers.  All of these ministries have 
room for more members who are interested in sharing 
their God-given talents with the community as part of 
their active participation in liturgical celebrations.
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Music
We sing and pray as a joy-filled community, and
we are blessed with a host of volunteer musicians
who devote their time and talents to expressing our
faith in the spiritual language of music. Leading and
supporting the songs are cantors, choirs, organists,
pianists, and many instrumentalists, both professional 
and amateur.

The ministry of the cantor is to lead us more deeply
into the message of the Psalms, our 2,000-year-old
treasury of prayer. The cantor invites and guides our
singing so we sing with one voice. Our choirs inspire 
us to dwell in the music sung for Mass, weddings, 
funerals, and St. Thomas More School celebrations. 
Heartfelt thanks to the many people who faithfully 
rehearse week by week to express our community 
prayer in music.

The Celebration Singers, led by Barbara Reynolds, sing 
Sundays at 9:15AM Mass and rehearse Tuesdays, 
7:30 to 9:30PM. Love of music and sung prayer unite 
us as a “choir family.” In the 2017-2018 season, the 
choir sang for Christmas, Triduum, Confirmation 
liturgies, and St. Thomas More’s “Come and See” 
parish retreat. Repertoire includes contemporary, 
gospel and classical music. For community outreach, 
we participate in the Christmas adopt-a-family 
program and provide transportation and meals for 
choir family members in need. 

The Schola Cantorum sings at 11:15AM Sunday Mass
and rehearses Wednesdays, 7:00 to 8:30PM. We sing
a variety of music, often sharing the music of Mozart 
and Michael Haydn composed for Salzburg.  Also, 

we celebrate the Easter season with programs like 
Theodore Dubois’ “Seven Last Words of Christ.” In 
2017 we celebrated the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation with a service of Common Prayer.

The Coro Santa Cecilia, led by Marianne Kremer, 
sings at the 1:30PM Sunday Spanish Mass and at 
bilingual Holy Day liturgies. Rehearsals are Fridays at 
7:30PM. We feature the psalm–singing of talented 
Spanish children. The Paz Y Alegria Choir, led by 
Pavelid Castañeda, leads the 1:30PM Mass once a 
month, and adds their voices and instruments to our 
festive bilingual Masses on Holy Days. Paz Y Alegria 
rehearses Tuesdays, 7:00 to 9:00PM.

The Children’s Choir, led by Teresa Leiser, sings twice 
monthly at Saturday 5:15PM Mass, Christmas Eve and 
Palm Sunday. The choir accepts children from grades 
2 through 12 and rehearses Saturday afternoon, 
where children learn to use their voices correctly and 
to become part of the liturgy. 

In the St. Thomas More School Choir, led by Angela 
Sigl, children learn to use their voices in prayer, 
singing for school liturgies and at combined grade 
Christmas programs in December.  

The Chelsea Chimes Handbell Choir brings the
splendor of bells and chimes to our liturgy.
The choir rings monthly for Saturday 5:15PM Mass, 
and rehearses Thursdays from 7:00-8:30PM. Our 
ringers participate in area bell festivals with massed 
choirs and have performed for Duke University, 
Morehead Planetarium, The Cedars, and other 
community groups.
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COMMUNITY

Bereavement Ministries
Last year, funeral and bereavement ministries were 
regrouped to better coordinate communication and 
pastoral outreach for parishioners who lose a loved 
one.

Funeral Related Ministries:

Funeral Care Team works with the clergy and pastoral 
staff to assist families in planning funeral liturgies.  
Five new members joined the team that currently 
includes 12 people who provided pastoral care for 48 
funerals last year. 

Funeral Hospitality Ministers endeavor to make 
parishioners and visitors feel welcome and 
comfortable as they gather at St. Thomas More for 
funeral liturgies.

Funeral Mass Coordinators assist the clergy and 
parish staff to ensure that liturgical ministers, 
materials and processes are in place on the day of 
the funeral liturgy. 

Funeral Reception Ministry: Members are 
enthusiastic, flexible, energetic people who provide 
hospitality for family and friends and to honor the 
life of the deceased.  Some members prepare and 
donate ready-to-serve foods, others organize and 
host the reception after the funeral liturgy to provide 

a welcoming and comfortable gathering space in the 
Friends and Family Hall or other Parish Center rooms. 
There were 11 receptions in the first six months of 
2018.

Gethsemane Ministry: Members pray, read or sit in 
silence beside a columbarium niche whenever one is 
opened for ceremony or procedure.

Post-Funeral Related Ministries:

Bereavement Support Groups: The Seasons of Hope 
series was offered last Fall and Spring. Each group 
had about 7 or 8 participants. The program has been 
well received and consistently helps people healing 
from their grief through God’s love. We also held a 
special session entitled Surviving the Holidays for 
support during an especially difficult time after the 
loss of a loved one. We will continue to offer the 
program. The cost to the parish is minimal. 

Correspondence:  Volunteers mail a card to the 
bereaved in the first few weeks after the death of a 
loved one and on the one-year death anniversary. 
They also send monthly letters of support throughout 
the year in between.

New Horizons Luncheon for Widows and Widowers: 
New Horizons is a monthly luncheon gathering open 
to all widowed individuals within and outside the St. 
Thomas More Community that has been active for 9 
years. The luncheons, held at the Chapel Hill Country 
Club, provide a private space and relaxing opportunity 
to meet and socialize with others who understand 
their feelings and challenges.  

Bowling with the Pastor
Bowling Night with the Pastor continues to meet 
monthly at the Mardi Gras Bowling Alley and gives 
parishioners, at all skill levels, the opportunity to 
spend time with one another and Fr. Scott away 
from the parish setting in a relaxed, non-competitive 
atmosphere. Non-bowlers often come out to cheer on 
their favorite bowler and to share in the fellowship. 

The ministries within the Community Portfolio provide St. Thomas More parishioners with many opportunities 
to engage fellow members through active and shared spiritual, social, celebratory and service endeavors.  
Listed below are some of the ways these were accomplished last year.  Information and contacts for 
community life ministries and groups may be found on the parish website at stmchapelhill.org/community.

Bowling with the Pastor
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Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Catholic Daughters of the Americas strive to embrace 
the principle of faith working through love in the 
promotion of justice, equality, and the advancement 
of human rights and human dignity for all.  We live 
out our Catholic Faith through spirituality and prayer, 
hospitality and stewardship.  

Currently, there are 49 members of Court Ave Maria.  
The activities of this past year included:
• hosting the NC State CDA Fall Workshop in the 

Friends and Family Hall, serving breakfast and 
lunch to over 88 Catholic Daughters from around 
the state

• hosting the DVD film series of Bishop Robert 
Barron’s Pivotal Players, which documented the 
lives of saints and influential Catholic men and 
women and was shown over a six-week period 
after the Saturday vigil Mass

• helping the Knights of Columbus by serving at the 
Pancake Breakfasts and Lenten Fish Fry’s

• participating and attending the Annual Prayer for 
Life Breakfast and March for Life Event in Raleigh 

• leading the Stations of the Cross, during Lent, and 
walking and praying the outdoor Labyrinth at New 
Hope Center

• making blankets and bears to give to the children 
with chronic medical conditions that attend camp 
at Victory Junction in Randleman, NC

• weaving palms to use for decorating the church 
for Palm Sunday

• buying and delivering gifts for the families 
we adopted through Catholic Charities during 
Christmas  

• hosting an Evening with Elisabeth Von Trapp…a 
concert held in the Friends and Family Hall with 
about 150 in attendance.

Fundraising activities consisted of two bake sales 
and the Mother’s Day Roses, which enabled us 
to donate funds and support St. Thomas More 
Ministries (Youth Ministry, Financial Assistance, 
Respect Life, Latino Health Fair), the Priests 
Retirement Fund, the Seminarian Partnership 
Program, Habitat for Humanity, NAMI, Arc of Orange 
County, Hurricane Disaster Funds, and many others.

We had the privilege of listening to representatives 
of the different ministries and organizations that 
Catholic Daughters Court Ave Maria supports who 
were our keynote speakers at our monthly meetings. 
Many thanks to Georgie Clemens from Youth 
Ministry, Tom Driscoll with the Outreach Committee, 
Linda and Jeff Heffernan of Habitat for Humanity, 
Mary Ellen McGuire, STM Financial Assistance 
Ministry, and Donna Olsen of Faith Connections/
NAMI.   During the year, we held several social 
activities, which included Christmas Holiday Tea at 
the Carolina Inn, Sunday Brunch after Mass at local 
restaurants, and Line Dance lessons.

Catholic Mother’s Network
In addition to meeting for fellowship on the 4th 
Wednesday of each month at a local restaurant, 
hosting a cookie exchange at Christmastime, and 
compiling a list of recommended books, the long-
standing Catholic Mothers’ Network offers the 
following variety of activities for involvement of 

Catholic Daughters
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mothers and families:

The Bible Study and Playgroup serves the mothers 
of our parish. We meet every Friday morning from 
9:30-11:00AM in the St. Anthony Room in the Parish 
Center. Mothers bring their infants and preschoolers, 
and the children play while moms read and discuss 
the current Bible Study. (Grandmothers are welcome 
too!) This weekly meeting provides an opportunity 
for women to grow in their understanding of the 
Scripture and grow in fellowship with one another. We 
are currently reading Opening Your Heart, a Walking 
With Purpose Bible Study by Lisa Brenninkmeyer. 

Formed in 2016, the Families with Young Children 
Group strives to offer opportunities for social 
connection, shared faith discussions, children’s 
activities, and practical faith tools that we can use 
to grow stronger families who are reliant on Christ 
Jesus for our love and strength.  This year we have 
initiated Children’s Homilies every other month 
when children get to join Fr. Scott near the altar for 
a special sermon.  We also started our Family Bible 
Study twice a month on Sundays after the 9:15AM 
Mass, where we do a short spiritual activity with the 
children and then discuss the Sunday Gospel and a 
reflection. We have continued with our monthly social 
activities, such as potlucks and outings to local 
venues, in addition to beginning service activities to 
engage the children in helping others.

Meals for Moms is a ministry of cooking and delivery 
of home cooked meals to new parents, families 
having a new baby, individuals who have had surgery 
or health issues, or anyone experiencing a crisis 
where meals would be helpful. We strive to live the 
corporal works of mercy for people who need to see 
the face of Christ in the world. This past year, we 
made two weeks of meals for three families in the 
parish. 

Catholic Women’s Book Club
The Catholic Women’s Book Club meets monthly to 
pray the Holy Rosary, to pray for each other, and to 
discuss books about our Catholic faith. We always 
welcome new members.  

Dinner Club
The St. Thomas More Dinner Club provides 
parishioners the opportunity to meet other members 
in an informal, relaxed social setting.  They are 
grouped based on their preferences—adults, young 
adults, members with children.  A monthly meeting 
is a pot luck dinner at the home of a member who 
provides the main course and liquid refreshments.  
Other members bring appetizers, vegetables and 
dessert. Each group sets its own agenda.  Some 
meet in a restaurant, or have a brunch after Mass 
on Sunday, or enjoy a picnic.  Each Dinner Group 
generally meets from September through May, 
although there are no firm dates.  All parish members 
are welcome, but it is particularly beneficial to new 
members who want to meet other parishioners and 
get to know the community.

Divorce Support
St. Thomas More offered Catholic Divorce Survival 
twice in the last year with about six participants 
each session. The 12-week program offers support 
and guidance in the aftermath of divorce through 
the teachings of the church and the healing power 
of Jesus Christ. The group support program 
involves watching weekly videos on topics relevant 
to recovering from divorce followed by group 
discussion. The program is one way the parish shows 
it cares about divorced people and their continued 
participation in parish life.

Catholic Women’s Book Club

Catholic Mothers’ Network Bible Study and Playgroup
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Faith Connections on Mental Illness
The mission of Faith Connections on Mental Illness 
(FConMI) is to work with all faith communities to 
welcome, include, support, educate, and advocate for 
individuals and families who are living with mental 
illness. Meetings are held in the St. Teresa Room on 
the 2nd Monday of the month from 3:30–5:00PM 
and are open to all. Various mental illness topics 
and guest speakers are scheduled throughout the 
year. Once a year, FConMI holds an all-day seminar 
featuring a specific aspect of mental illness with 
a keynote speaker. The day includes lunch and 
various speakers who are professionals in the field 
or individuals/families living with mental illness. Our 
8th annual conference entitled “Cultivating Mental 
Health:  Hope and Healing” was held on April 13, 
2018 at STM. Keynote speaker was Jonathan Benz 
(from NY) who spoke on substance use, addiction 
and the faith community. Other speakers included 
Paul Nagy (Duke School of Medicine), Dan Blazer 
(Professor of Psychiatry and Behavior Sciences at 
Duke School of medicine), Angela Whitenhill (Mental 
Health Initiative Manager), and Thava Mahadevan 
(Operations Director UNC Mental Health). FConMI 
has continued our mission through the generosity of 
STM and other local faith communities, NAMI, and 
other organizations supporting those with mental 
illness. Plans are under way for our 2019 seminar. 

Friends in Faith
The Friends in Faith Group continues to bring 
together parishioners age 50 and older for activities, 
celebrations and prayer to strengthen the social 
bonds and build on the foundation of an active senior 
life. Activities are social in nature and appropriate 
for singles and married couples. Members met for 
monthly luncheons and social gatherings, which 
included videos, speakers and other activities, as well 
as for a Christmas Party, Summer Picnic, and outings 
to various venues. Leaders of other parish ministries 
and staff at St. Thomas More have attended 
meetings as guests to provide an avenue for two-way 
sharing of ministries and mission.
 

Intercessory Prayer Team
In response to prayer requests from parishioners 
and from others far beyond the St. Thomas More 
Community, the Bible-based Intercessory Prayer 
Team prays for hundreds of people several times 
a week during private prayer time as well as once 
monthly in a communal setting. The Team has 
received hundreds of “Praise Reports” and reports of 
answered prayers since the team started in late 2012.

Iron Sharpens Iron
Our mission as men of St. Thomas More Parish 
is to pray, serve and spread the Gospel with joy 
as disciples of Jesus Christ. We accomplish 
this through weekly fellowship, study, reflection, 
discussion, prayer and service to the Church and 
community. The year began with, “Mark - Getting 
to Know Jesus” by Kevin Perrotta.  During Lent we 
completed the Gospel of Mark and participated in the 
40 Days for Life Campaign with prayer vigils held at 
Planned Parenthood in Chapel Hill weekly.  Our group 
also led a Friday session of Stations of the Cross 
and assisted with the Easter Vigil baptismal mats.  
To end our spring session, we read, studied and 
discussed “Everyone Needs to Forgive Somebody” 
by Allen Hunt. After completing this book and the 
study sessions provided by the author, we closed 
our spring with a year-end social event prior to our 
summer break.  Our intentions for the fall include a 
study period dedicated to the Mass with either the 
Word On Fire series or the Formed series, followed by 
a period dedicated to the study of Prayer to finish the 
year.   “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens 
another.” Proverbs 27:17

JOBS Network of St. Thomas More
The mission of the JOBS NETWORK of St. Thomas 
More is to help people who are unemployed or 
underemployed to find productive and satisfying 
work -- full-time, part-time or volunteer. Since January 
2009, hundreds of people of all faiths and cultures 
have participated. Expressions of gratitude abound 
for the Catholic Community of St. Thomas More 
for providing space and assistance. Meetings are 
conducted in the Parish Center on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturday mornings each month. Topics include 
developing a job/career search plan; resumes and 

Friends in Faith
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cover letters; interviewing – telephone, in person, 
and video; networking; elevator speeches, guiding 
your contacts; LinkedIn and other social media; 
negotiating salary and compensation; addressing 
age discrimination; how to keep your job; and 
more. Several parishioners and non-parishioner 
professionals volunteer their time and talent. Meeting 
attendance averages 14-35 people.

Knights of Columbus Council 10910
In 2017-18, our 26th year, the Council welcomed 
nineteen men, the largest number of new members 
since 2010! The popular Pancake Breakfasts 
continued, though on a more limited schedule. 
Thanks to members of our Spanish-speaking 
community, coordinated by Alfredo Ramos (deputy 
Grand Knight) and Antonio Cordova, along with the 
Catholic Daughters, the Lenten Fish Fries evolved 
from a Knights-sponsored event to a St. Thomas More 
community-wide event. With new leadership in place, 
headed by Chris Kremer as Grand Knight, the Council 
will move forward in a vibrant, spiritual manner!  Vivat 
Jesus!

Prayer Shawl Ministry
During the past year the Prayer Shawl Ministry has 
been able to identify many people in need of our 
comforting shawls and has received some of the 
most encouraging and heartwarming thank you 
letters. The Elementary Faith Development students 
generously gifted numerous skeins of yarn and other 
much needed supplies. Many thanks to them. We 
have also been blessed with a few new members: 
more lovely ladies to help, and whose company we 
really cherish.  

San Isidro Labrador Garden
Our 6th year of sustainable, organic gardening 
in the San Isidro Labrador garden has gone very 
well. The garden benefits the gardeners with good 

companionship while doing the gentle labor needed 
to keep an attractive space producing fresh, organic 
foods.  It benefits some parishioners with its yield of 
those vegetables, distributed on many Sundays after 
the 1:30PM Mass.  And it benefits all parishioners 
with its beauty and the model of what can be done in 
a garden using organic practices and no chemicals 
or fossil fuels.  All of this demonstrates one more 
way to Care for Creation, serving both community 
and environment.  We are always ready to welcome 
gardeners, novice or experienced, who want to enjoy 
working together, building organic soil, seeding and 
growing a variety of vegetables and flowers.

Softball Team
The STM Church softball team finished our season in 
August with two fantastic games in the tournament, 
winning the first against (#3 seed) Union Grove; 14-9 
and losing a close one to (#1 Seed) Good Shepard; 
5-7. We definitely had the toughest path in the 
tournament and did a great job getting as far as we 
did, especially playing with 18 players in both games!
• We ended the season at 6-4.  
• We averaged 10 runs per game. 
• We had 26 different people in our games 

throughout the season!
• We also averaged 17 players per game – including 

men, women and children (over 13 years old).
We also received a special callout by our league 
Commissioner. He stated: “I also want to give a “spirit 
award” to STM for getting the highest participation 
all year, having 18 or so at most of their games. That 
admittedly is a disadvantage for them, but it is also a 
big win for their church and getting folks to play.”
 

Women’s Group
The Women’s Group added another year to its decades-
long history at St. Thomas More. Members continued 
to meet monthly to enjoy each other’s company, share 
food and spiritual nourishment, and affirm and support 
one another and the parish community.

St. Thomas More Softball Team

Volunteers at the San Isidro Labrador Garden
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Our Parish is home to around 1500 families with Spanish as their primary language. Here are the wonderful 
results of this diversity in our community:

HISPANIC MINISTRIES

Bilingual liturgical celebrations and events that allow 
parishioners to express their faith as one community 
speaking two languages, such as Paschal Triduum, 
Patronal Feast, Feast of the Assumption and 
Immaculate Conception, All Saints and All Souls days, 
and Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

A growing number of bilingual children and teens 
attending Faith Development and Sacramental 
Preparation, especially at Elementary and Junior High 
Youth Ministry sessions.

A significant number of bilingual parishioners (around 
25) volunteering as Catechists/ Assistant Catechists 
in the Faith Development Program.

23 Hispanic adults have fulfilled their Christian 
Initiation through a Spanish Adult Faith
Formation Program.

10 people have attended adult formation courses 
sponsored by the Doorways of Formation
Diocesan program.

A monthly Baptism Celebration in Spanish on 
Saturdays in which an average of 10 children have 
been baptized.

A Lent Retreat with Deacon Luis Royo as keynote 
speaker took place with about 90 people attending 
including adults, young adults and teens. 

A combined effort of Hispanic ministries hosted a 
daylong retreat on Spiritual Life featuring international 
Speaker Salvador Gomez. Around 600 people 
participated at this event.

Spiritual preparation of 23 young women and 
celebration of their Quinceañeras.

Sacramental preparation of 20 couples and 
celebration of their marriages at our church.

Catholic Hispanic Parents ministry provided 
formation on parenting according to the Word of God 
and Catholic Church teachings. This ministry runs 
along with Elementary Faith Development classes on 
certain Sundays. 

There are now 20 Spanish speaking volunteers 
visiting the sick and homebound.

We held two Retreats one for men and another for 
women under the spirituality of “Retreats of Emmaus” 
with 60 participants in each of them.

On March 16-18, 2017, the second Alvernia Retreat for 
Couples was held at Camp Dixie in Fayetteville under 
the spiritual direction of Fr. Pablo Cisneros OFM with 
25 couples participating in this experience. 

“Caminando con Jesus” experience is a weekend 
retreat for Hispanic young adults under the 
“Misoneros Servidores de la Palabra” guidance. This 
is a retreat motivating young adults to explore an 
intentional following of Jesus steps and to consider 
their call from God. The event took place in July 2018 
with a total of 25 young adults participating this year 
on this experience.

Alvernia Experience for Hispanic Young Adults 
took place in August 2018 offering a retreat under 
Franciscan spirituality and specially tailored 
for Hispanic youth. This was the first time this 
opportunity was presented to our youth and this 
retreat was hosted at Chestnut Ridge Camp in Efland.

In partnership with “El Centro Hispano” and supported 
by Chapel Hill and Carrboro Mayors, along with 
Chapel Hill and Carrboro Police Departments, a Faith 
ID card has been issued. This community ID provides 
a way for the Police Department to foster connection 
to the Hispanic immigrant community living in this 
area. About 750 faith ID cards have been issued.

Stations of the Cross on Good Friday
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EVANGELIZATION
Evangelization is the action of the entire Church, which proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all 
people. The missions of this Portfolio are catechetical, spiritual, and educational seeking to bring the 
knowledge of Christian living within the context of the Catholic Church to our parishioners as well as 
those whose lives we touch.

Adult Formation
At Fr. Scott’s invitation, an Adult Evangelization Team 
was formed to evaluate Adult Faith Formation here 
at St. Thomas More, and to propose new approaches 
and programs for the coming years. The team 
presented its first proposals to Fr. Scott in June, and 
will soon survey all adults in the parish about their 
experience of and needs for Faith Formation. 

Adult Formation events included the “With Jesus to 
the Cross” Lent course, with about 84 participants in 
English and 100 in Spanish. Fr. Adrian Burke returned 
to St. Thomas More for a third Benedictine Retreat 
on May 5, on “Lectio Divina” which attracted about 85 
people. 

Again at Christmas the parish was given a spiritual 
book, with 2,250 copies of Matthew Kelly’s book 
“Everybody Needs to Forgive Somebody” distributed, 
in both English and Spanish, and again at Easter, 
1,500 copies of “Beautiful Hope”. 

Awakening Faith
Many Catholics who have drifted away from the 
practice of their faith eventually feel a call to return 
home.  However, they may have questions or 
concerns about Church teaching, life experiences that 
they fear may be a barrier to returning, and so forth.  
The Awakening Faith program provides these people 
with a safe, small-group, Christ-centered environment 
where questions and concerns can be unpacked 
and explored.  St. Thomas More offers the six-week 
program three times each year, in the winter, spring, 
and fall.  Anyone who has been away from the Church, 
but is now considering a return to the practice of their 
faith, is most welcome.

Baptism Preparation Ministry
The Baptism Preparation Ministry (for the children of 
English speaking parents) continues to flourish. The 
program currently encompasses three parts. First, a 
parish staff member coordinates all of the paperwork 
and scheduling. Second, parents and godparents 

attend a class that reviews the theology and practice 
of baptism in the Church and at St. Thomas More. 
Third, as most baptisms are celebrated during a Mass, 
a baptism coordinator is present to ensure that the 
families are comfortable and prepared to participate 
in the Mass. We are considering adding an outreach 
component, to continue to provide catechesis and 
support to a family after a child’s baptism. 

While the Baptism Preparation program is running 
smoothly, we think it is also ready to grow, as our 
Church is growing! We believe that having more 
teachers and baptism coordinators would be helpful, 
and we would welcome someone interested in 
working on the “after baptism” outreach program.

Catechumenate 
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
In 2018, 3 adults and 25 children were initiated into 
the Church on the Easter Vigil. A further 9 baptized 
adults were also received into the Church during 
the year. The Catechumenate team added one new 
catechist and 17 new sponsors.

Charismatic Prayer Group
The “Life in Christ” Charismatic Prayer Group is 
a new ministry in the parish this year, starting in 
December 2017. The mission of the group is to help 
parishioners grow in their spiritual journey toward 
intentional discipleship by creating an environment of 
prayer and praise that allows the Holy Spirit to speak 
powerfully to their hearts. In keeping aligned with 
this overarching mission of the Church, we pray and 
spread the message of evangelization within small 
faith groups in our Parish. 

Since our inception, we have discussed topics such 
as faith in the early Church and its evolution all the 
way up to the Vatican II Council. We strive to deepen 
faith by enabling participants with knowledge of gifts, 
fruits and charisms of the Holy Spirit, which they 
can imbibe in all aspects of their daily life. We have 
also engaged with other Charismatic Prayer groups 
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within the Diocese of Raleigh through Healing Masses 
and Prayer Meetings, specifically with St. Michael 
the Archangel and St. Bernadette Churches. Guest 
speakers from these Parishes came to our prayer 
group to share their insights on several topics related 
to growing our relationship with Jesus. 

We meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays of every 
month for about 1½ to 2 hours. During the second 
meeting of the month, there has been a focus by the 
healing prayer team to offer individual private prayer 
with a 2-person team praying over a recipient. To 
summarize, we draw inspiration from I Corinthians 
12:8-10 and CCC 2003 that talk about special graces 
called Charisms that are intended for the common 
good of the Church. Through this service of charity, 
we strive to help build our Church’s goal of turning St. 
Thomas More into a Parish of intentional disciples.

Come and See Retreat
The second “Come and See” Retreat was presented 
over Pentecost weekend of this year, with 35 
participants and 52 team members. During the 
Retreat the Gospel is proclaimed to participants 
through a series of personal testimonies where 
speakers share their faith stories, which are reflected 

upon in small groups. Many retreatants were moved 
to deepen their faith by seeking Spiritual Direction, 
participating in the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius 
Loyola, the Charismatic prayer Group and the Called 
and Gifted Workshop.

Ignatian Fellowship
The Ignatian Fellowship this year presented Meeting 
Christ in Prayer, an 8-week introduction to the Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola. 13 people completed 
the program.

Marriage Preparation
Through the St. Thomas More Sponsor Couple 
Marriage Preparation, nine engaged couples were 
prepared for Holy Matrimony this year. Several of 
these couples were married at other churches in 
the USA, and three couples who married out of the 
country (Italy, Ireland and Mexico). 

We hosted a day of continuing formation for sponsor 
couples last summer at which 9 of our 11 sponsor 
couples were present to discuss the implications of 
Pope Francis’ document ‘Amoris Laetitia’ on marriage 
preparation and the current practice of preparation 
according to the catechumenal model. 

Baptism at the Easter Vigil
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Respect Life Ministry
The Respect Life Ministry at St. Thomas More 
plans programs and activities around the 
pastoral plan for pro-life activities developed 
by the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) including: education, 
pastoral care, public policy and prayer and 
worship. During the past year we:

• Sponsored a Rosary Novena for Peace, “To 
Jesus through Mary” when we prayed for an 
end to violence and for peace throughout 
the world. The novena began on October 
7th, the feast of Our Lady of the Holy 
Rosary and ended on October 15th. The 
rosary is said after daily Mass. On Sunday 
a Holy Hour with exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament was held. To announce the 
beginning of the novena, the bulletin board 
in the narthex was decorated with stories 
of miracles of the rosary. Novena programs were 
distributed for parishioners after masses, to the sick 
and homebound by St. Thomas More parishioners 
and to St. Thomas More Middle School children.   

• Organized an effort to help underwrite the annual 
Benefit for Life gala, held every year in October. 
The gala is the major fundraiser for four main pro-
life programs in the Raleigh diocese: Birthchoice, 
Project Rachel, Family Honor and Project Gabriel. 
 

• Provided baby quilts for two pregnancy care 
centers, Birthchoice, Raleigh and Pregnancy 
Support Services, Chapel Hill. The quilts, made by 
parishioners and members of the Durham Orange 
Quilters Guild, are given to mothers who seek 
support for an unplanned pregnancy.  

• Sponsored the 40 Days for Life Spring Campaign in 
Chapel Hill beginning on Ash Wednesday. Over 100 
people participated in the campaign which consists 
of prayer, fasting, public education and providing 
witness to the atrocities of abortion by quiet prayer 
in front of the Planned Parenthood clinic in Chapel 
Hill.  

• In January, on the anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the 
Respect Life Ministry sponsored a diaper drive to 
benefit Pregnancy Support Services and Catholic 
Charities. Also, Fr. John Kane and his mother Anne 
accompanied a group of Respect Life Ministry 
volunteers to the NC Right to Life Prayer Breakfast, 
followed by the Respect Life Mass at Holy Name 
Cathedral. 

• On Mother’s Day, we began a Baby Bottle Blessing 
campaign to support two local pregnancy 
care centers: Pregnancy Support Services and 
Birthchoice. The baby bottles were taken home and 
returned on Father’s Day, filled with change, cash 
and checks totaling over $4000. After all Masses, 
to honor fathers, we handed out prayer cards with a 
beautiful prayer for fathers by Pope St. John XXIII.  

• Throughout the year, inserts were placed in the 
Sunday bulletin highlighting six prolife issues 
designated by the USCCB including:  How to Build 
a Culture of Life; Catholic Considerations for Our 
Earthly Passing; Top Reasons to Oppose Assisted 
Suicide; What to Do When Friend Is Considering 
Abortion; Death Penalty: Catholic Q & A; and 
Understanding Conscience.

Spiritual Direction Ministry 
Spiritual Direction is a new ministry, led by Mark 
Shaw and Cindy Neely, offering opportunities for 
individual and group spiritual direction, following 
the spiritual teachings of St. Ignatius Loyola. It is a 
ministry in which one person accompanies another in 
the process of growing in awareness of and intimacy 
with God. The focus is on experiences of the Holy 
One in life and prayer, and the ways in which God is 
communicating. A spiritual director meets individually, 
asks reflective questions and helps guide a directee 
to be attentive to God’s nudges, invitations, challenges 
and confirmations. Contact: Cindy Neely, 606-923-
0437, neelycynthia@gmail.com

Respect Life Ministry Fair Display
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MINISTRIES FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH
Catholic Scouting
Cub Scout Pack 820, affiliated with St. Thomas More 
Catholic Parish, had 28 scouts participate this year.  
Here is a summary of our activities:

September 2017: The Pack made a trip to Singletary 
Lake State Park in Kelly, NC.  22 scouts and 28 
parents and siblings attending the trip, which included 
cabin camping, canoeing, swimming and hiking.

October 2017: Our monthly pack meeting featured 
an educational demonstration by UNC chemistry 
students. The Pack participated in a night hike at 
Occoneechee Mountain State Park in Hillsborough, 
NC.  This included a two-mile roundtrip hike along 
with educational overview by a park ranger.

November 2017: Scouts participated in their 
Fall Service Project by baking cookies that were 
donated to the PORCH organization.  Several scouts 
volunteered to help distribute cookies on behalf of 
PORCH.

February 2018: Scouts participated in the Pack 820 
Pinewood Derby annual race. 10 scouts advanced 
to the district competition held in Chapel Hill, NC. 
Scouts also visited Patriot’s Point in Charleston, SC 
and stayed overnight on the USS Yorktown. The visit 
enabled scouts to learn about US involvement in both 
World War II and the Vietnam War.  37 scouts and 
parents attended.

March 2018: We said goodbye to our Webelo II den 
as they transitioned to Boy Scouts.  One scout joined 
Troop 39, two joined Troop 59, and nine joined Troop 
820 (affiliated with St. Thomas More).

May 2018: Scouts from Pack 820 held their spring 
campout at Hanging Rock State Park in Danbury, 
NC.  The trip included various hikes and magnificent 
outdoor camping.

June 2018: Scouts finished the year with the annual 
“moving up” ceremony, where they received merit rank 
badges for achievements completed throughout the 
year.

Future Planning: After three years as Pack Leader, 
Bratton Holmes will be passing leadership to 
Kevin Neagle. We thank Bratton for his time and 

commitment to Catholic Scouting at St. Thomas 
More!  Kevin 

has been involved as an adult den leader with 
the Scouts the past four years and has two sons 
attending St. Thomas More Catholic School.  As 
this transition takes place, we look forward to 
the collective efforts of the St. Thomas More 
Community in the recruitment of new scouts and 
parent volunteers, to continue a successful Scouting 
program for years to come.   

Nursery Ministry
The Sunday Morning Cooperative Nursery operates 
each week during the 9:15AM Mass. By providing 
child care for children who are from walking age 
through 4 years old, families have an opportunity for 
more prayerful worship during Mass time.  About ten 
families are members, and on a typical Sunday, 4-8 
children are playing in the nursery. 

Troop 820 Members Selling Christmas Wreaths



20

Elementary Faith Development (EFD)
495 children participated in the Elementary Faith 
Development program from pre-K to fifth grade.

184 children received the sacraments of First 
Reconciliation and First Eucharist.

EFD had 85 full-time volunteers.

Service projects included making 500 ornaments 
for the Advent Giving Tree; collecting yarn, bags and 
tissue paper for our parish Prayer Shawl Ministry; and 
gifting of flowers to nursing homes, Ronald McDonald 
and SECU house. 

Special events during our year included the following: 
• First Reconciliation and First Eucharist Retreats 
• Christmas Celebration with prayer, song and re-

enactment of the Christmas story presented by the 
third, fourth and fifth graders

• Live Outdoor Stations of the Cross presented by our 
fourth and fifth graders 

• Junior High Ministry visit to our 5th graders 
• Q&A with our pastor, Fr. Scott McCue
• Sacrament of Reconciliation offered during both 

sessions of EFD 
• our very first EPIC Fifth Grade Retreat 

• Youth Helper Luncheon
• Fifth Grade Graduation
• May Crowning Ceremony

“Shipwrecked: Rescued By God” was our theme for 
our 2018 Vacation Bible School (VBS). Our week-long 
VBS had 200 children in attendance and 60 youth 
and adult volunteers. For our VBS Service Project, we 
collected items for the United Service Organization, 
and brought the items to their facility at RDU. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) occurs during 
the 9:15AM Mass for children kindergarten through 
second grade. Currently, CLOW is being offered 
during the summer months with hopes of continuing 
the program during the school year. CLOW uses the 
Children Celebrate curriculum, which tells the Gospel 
message in a way that is meaningful for children.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a method of 
faith formation in which children are guided through 
exploration of scripture and liturgy to nurture a 
relationship with Jesus the Good Shepherd. This 
program is being explored as something St.Thomas 
More can offer for our children 3 to 6 years old. 
Catechists need to be trained in a Level 1 formation 
Course to teach Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.
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Junior Youth Ministry (JYM)
Junior High Youth Ministry enrolled 106 youth in 
grades 6-8 for the 2017-2018 season.  

We have a core team of more than 20 dedicated 
“full-time” catechists and volunteers. This group 
welcomes, teaches, and serves the youth of JYM 
and one another throughout our regular season and 
during special events.

JYM uses online and printed materials to provide 
catechesis based on age/grade guidelines from the 
Diocese of Raleigh. Our curriculum for 7th grade also 
includes Pope Saint John Paul II’s Theology of the 
Body, specifically designed for junior high youth. Our 
regular session nights are prepared with references 
to both Holy Scripture and Catechism.  

In addition to attending Mass on Sunday with the 
larger St. Thomas More Community, JYM assisted 
and participated in the two “Mass and Meal” 
evenings during the 2017-2018 season.  

JYM holds large group issue nights and invites 
speakers in for combined group experiences. For the 
2017-18 season, these included a very engaging and 
well-received session with award-winning Catholic 
speaker Mike Patin. Mike challenged the youth 
and families to be more aware of the distractions 
of personal electronic devices, and how much our 
personal relationships with God and one another 
can be impacted or not fully developed if we are not 
intentional in our activities and actions. 

Fr. Scott McCue joined the JYM group in February 
for a lively and informative session of Q&A.  Middle 
School Youth have the most interesting questions, 
and our pastor, Fr. Scott, took time to answer them all 
and even joined a small group for a church tour.  

In December, Fr. John Kane and Dc. Luis Royo held 
a welcome and informational meeting for parents 
of youth ministry participants planning to receive 
their first sacraments past season.  In March, those 
youth received their First Reconciliation. 17 of those 
Junior High Youth celebrated First Communion and 
Confirmation with Fr. Scott McCue in May 2018.

The 2017-2018 Junior High Youth Council (JYC) 
consisted of 10 youth attending public, private, and 
home school middle school classes.  In August, the 
JYC gathered for a retreat day on campus for team 
building and a planning session for the season’s 
events.  In May, JYC youth gathered in the Uhwarrie 
Mountains of NC for a retreat weekend for fellowship 
and to celebrate the accomplishments of the group 
over the 2017-2018 season.    

In October 2017, St. Thomas More joined other 
middle school youth for our first Piedmont Deanery 
Middle School Retreat at Camp Chestnut Ridge in 
Efland, NC.  While learning more about some of our 
Catholic foundations and traditions, in an atmosphere 
of fun and fellowship, over 40 youth participated 
in activities, discussions, a group service project, 
reconciliation, and closing Mass. 

Service and outreach projects are an important part 
of the Junior High Youth Ministry community of 
St. Thomas More. These activities and events are 
planned and carried out in awareness of our guiding 
scriptures. This past season, these projects included 
the youth continuing their November tradition of 
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collecting non-perishable food and providing gift 
cards for fresh meat to Catholic Charities to help area 
families enjoy a better Thanksgiving holiday.  

We were also fortunate to have Deacon Phil Rzewnicki 
join the entire junior high youth group in January for a 
large group session on works of mercy.  Throughout 
that evening, the youth assisted in baking and packing 
cookies for the area Kairos Prison Ministry team.  

Social events and time together outside the 
classroom provide JYM youth with opportunities 
to build relationships with their peers and other 
members of the St. Thomas More Community. This 
year, our youth participated in youth gatherings over 
the summer months, Halloween party during JYM, 
Mass & Bagels on Ash Wednesday before heading 
to school, Mardi Gras party before Lent, and an Ice 
Cream Social to end the season. JYM youth also 
participated in our annual summer trip to Carowinds, 
our weeklong Vacation Bible School in June, and 
attending the St. Thomas More Parish Festival with 
family and friends. 

High School Youth Ministry (TYM)
The High School Youth Ministry Program (TYM) had 
a total of 262 youth in grades 9-12 and 35 “full time” 
team members and volunteers as part of its base.  

Bishop Zarama confirmed 92 teens at St. Thomas 
More, and youth ministry hosted the Confirmation 
Retreat at the church for our confirmands. 

Part of the Youth Ministry curriculum included 6 
“Issue Nights” where teens discussed topics such 
as Love of God, Sainthood, Human Trafficking, Life 
Issues, Christian decision making, Science and Faith 
and Adopt a Family Service. The Ascension Press 
publication called “Chosen” is used in conjunction 
with our Issue Nights.  It is designed to provide the 
essential intellectual and spiritual catechesis that 
is vital to Confirmation Preparation and based on 
Diocesan requirements.

As part of our “Youth Speaker Series,” nationally 
recognized youth ministry speakers and authors Mike 
Patin and Roy Petitfils spoke to teens, parents and 
catechists about the importance of a relationship with 
Christ.
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The March for Life in Washington, DC had to be 
cancelled due to inclement weather.  

Our two “Mass and Meal” events were well attended 
and led by our teens. The teens served in many 
ministerial roles and afterwards were fed a meal 
before youth ministry sessions began.

We presented 25 youth (non-traditionally tracked 
High School Youth) to Fr. Scott for First Eucharist and 
Confirmation.

50 teens and adults traveled to Morganton, NC for 
their yearly Mission Trip in July. Fundraising efforts 
such as Car Washes, Bingo Night and Envelope 
Campaign brought in over $5000 to curb costs of 
transportation and participation fees.

More than 80 teens and chaperones attended the 
“SEEK” Beach Retreat, where our young people were 
called to invite God into all aspects of their lives. 

Our teens served the parish through Vacation Bible 
School, Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfasts, 
Bake Sales, Altar Serving, Caring and Sharing, Adopt 
a Family, Habitat for Humanity, Fundraising Projects, 
PORCH, Halloween Carnival and Respect Life events. 

25 youth and adults from St. Thomas More attended 
the National Catholic Youth Convention (NCYC) in 
Indianapolis in November thanks to the generous 
donations of many parishioners who helped lower the 
cost.  

A summer events calendar included “Walk In 
Wednesday” Events, $5 Movie Nights at Southpoint, 
Catholic Café Bible Study and various social 
gatherings. All summer events were well attended.

The High School Youth Leadership Council (TYC) 
consisted of 27 teens representing 8 public and 
private schools in our area. Their leadership retreat 
was held at St. Thomas More.

Two of our teens continue to serve on the Pastoral 
Council representing the youth of the parish.

Our youth are leaders participating in Diocesan Youth 
Events including Love My Life, Quo Vadis Vocations 
Retreat and the SEARCH Retreats.

Social Events are crucial in community building 
between our teens. Teens participated in Christian 
Concert, NCYC Reunion, Spooktacular, Parish Picnic, 
and much more.
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Our school, as part of the Catholic Community of St. 
Thomas More, provides an exceptional educational 
experience. We exist to share the Good News of 
Jesus Christ, educating children and families in the 
Catholic faith. We welcome all to worship and learn 
with us. 

St. Thomas More provides an innovative approach to 
learning while preserving the strong traditions of our 
faith. We strive to provide opportunities to all families 
to take advantage of our Catholic education. Our 
school currently serves 325 students in Pre-K through 
8th grade. In addition to maintaining our amazing 
programs and staff, we wish to continue to offer 
affordable tuition and tuition assistance to families 
who demonstrate need.

Below are some of the ongoing initiatives to improve 
our academic, athletic and spiritual programs:

• We enrich and broaden our curriculum by integrating 
differentiated resources aimed at individualized 
need, meeting our students where they are, 
while supporting them in reaching our academic 
expectations. Students who graduate from our 
program report that their freshman grades reflect 
continued success in high school. Our students 
achieve high marks on Cardinal Gibbons’ entrance 
exams, and most are placed in honors level courses, 
and/or math tracks one year ahead of Common 
Core. Each spring, our former students appear on 
valedictorian and salutatorian lists throughout the 

region, and are featured members in academic and 
sports activities. 

• Resource services continue to grow and provide 
the capability to reach an even broader spectrum of 
learners. Monitoring academic skills within an RTI 
(Response to Intervention) model is helping us track 
the effectiveness of our curriculum and instruction, 
as well as analyze strengths and needs of individual 
students.  

• Our classrooms are engaging, fun and exciting 
places to learn and worship as teachers craft and 
enhance their instruction each year. Teachers 
attend local and regional professional development 
offerings to continue their learning and growth. 

• Our middle school offers student spiritual retreats, 
leadership opportunities and the chance to interact 
with one another in a safe, hands-on environment 
for learning. The 6th-8th graders serve as role 
models for our elementary students and lend their 
voice and experience to planning school programs. 

• Student enrollment in athletics continues to be 
as high as 30% of our middle school population 
during all three sports seasons. Students have 
the option to participate in 8 different sports and 
compete with a range of Catholic, public and private 
teams throughout the Triangle area. Contributing 
to our children’s overall fitness is a robust Physical 
Education curriculum in all grades.

SCHOOL PROFILE



25

• Our optional aftercare program extends the day for 
our students with creative play, structured activities, 
creative arts, homework help and games. 

• Joy and Service is a core part of each family’s 
experience. St. Thomas More School has worked 
and collaborated with Special Olympics, Porch, 
Appalachian Shoebox Christmas, Catholic Charities, 
Fr. Rob Currie in Arenal, Nicaragua, the Caring and 
Sharing Center, and many other organizations.  

• Our music offerings include a Mass choir, soloists, 
a musical theatre performance each spring, show 
choir, and other elective offerings for students in the 
middle school. 

• The support we receive from our parent and church 
family is extraordinary; creating a vibrant, healthy, 
and dynamic environment for the whole community. 
The fund-raising revenues from the Home and 
School Association through our annual Silent and 
Live auction and other community events provide us 
with a broad range of enhancements that includes a 
turf field next to the playground, new laptops/mobile 
devices, new chairs for our refurbished STM Hall, 
classroom makeovers, and much more.

Please visit and see us in action as we continue to 
shape minds, hearts, and souls. For more information 
about our school or to schedule a tour, please contact 
Linda Raymond at 919-942-6242 or LRaymond@
stmcsnc.org.  We look forward to welcoming you!

Darrell W. Fulford, M. Ed
Principal
St. Thomas More Catholic School

School Advisory Board
The St. Thomas More Catholic School Advisory 
Board is comprised of St. Thomas More Catholic 
School parents, parishioners, representatives of the 
parish administration and school faculty who serve 
at the invitation of the principal and the pastor. They 
provide advice and guidance in fulfilling the mission 
of St. Thomas More Catholic School: “To provide 
an education for each child in a God-centered 
environment.”

Home and School Association
The St. Thomas More Home and School Association 
(HSA) is a group of parents of St. Thomas More 
Catholic School students. These volunteers are 
dedicated to building community within the school 
by sponsoring family activities and encouraging 
parental involvement through volunteering at 
the school. The HSA also provides cultural and 
academic enrichment opportunities for the students, 
such as performances and shows, author talks 
and extra materials for educational enrichment 
for the students. In addition, the HSA provides 
support and appreciation luncheons and breakfasts, 
among other things, for our teachers, staff and 
administrators. Some social events run by the HSA 
include the New Family Welcome Dinner, the Ice 
Cream Social, Mother-Son Bowling, Hallowfest, 
Family Movie Nights, the Thanksgiving Feast for 
all families, the Father-Daughter Dance and Spring 
Fling. The HSA runs the annual Holiday Shoppe that 
attracts vendors and shoppers from all over North 
Carolina. Every year, we have our annual auction to 
raise money to fund the HSA and its many activities 
and also to contribute back to capital and tuition 
support to the school. The HSA also coordinates 
other fundraising efforts to benefit the school, 
teachers and students directly. 
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SERVICE

Advent Giving Tree
The Advent Giving Tree had a successful third 
year! We collected almost $12,000 and distributed 
gift cards to several partner agencies in the area. 
In addition, many families were assisted through 
Catholic Charities and parish giving. 

Buildings and Grounds Committee
The Buildings and Grounds Committee provides 
technical support to assure that the current and 
future facility needs for the parish and school are 
met. In 2017-18, the Buildings and Grounds ministry 
was involved with Parish Pride Day: two editions 
in the fall of 2017 and spring of 2018. Besides the 
regular pruning, mulching, planting of seasonal 
flowers and dedicated upkeep of our campus 
grounds, we also replaced and planted additional 
trees on campus. All of these were completed thanks 
to the active support from our staff, parishioners, 
parish groups, and school families.

Caring and Sharing Center
This has been a good year for our Caring and Sharing 
Center. This ministry of our parish serves those in 
need by providing free gently-used clothing of all 
kinds. Housewares and toys were also distributed 
free of charge to over 7,200 individuals and families 
this year. We currently have 70 faithful volunteers 
who worked over 4,100 hours greeting and assisting 
guests, as well as constantly sorting and maintaining 
our inventory. This increase in volunteers is a 
result of our successful January 2018 Caring and 
Sharing Open House when 20 new parishioners 
became volunteers. These extra volunteers enabled 
us to reopen the center on Saturdays beginning 
in February, and we now have a few families who 
bring in their children to help on Saturday mornings. 
Students from St. Thomas More Middle School 

and over 20 students from UNC and the Newman 
Center assisted us this year. These older students 
are fantastic with cleaning, organizing the center 
and storage shed, and they patiently reassemble and 
restore our donated toys. Our donors maintain their 
generosity and when our storage space overflows, 
we have been able to pass on clothing to Catholic 
Charities, the Career Clothing Closet for men, Amity 
United Methodist Church and Orange Congregations 
in Mission. This past winter, we collected over 50 
winter coats and several heavy sweaters for Project 
Connect in Carrboro. We continue to recycle clothing 
with broken zippers, missing buttons, rips or tears 
by donating them to Green Zone Recycling LLC. This 
keeps clothing from ending up in our local landfill and 
saves our parish waste management fees.

Communications
The Parish uses Flocknote to reach parishioners 
through email or text. The weekly bilingual Sunday 

The Service Portfolio supports and encourages the vast outreach of our Parish into the heart of our 
local community. This variety of ministries impacts thousands of people while enabling the Parish 
to maintain and strengthen our relationships with the civic and religious communities of the area. 
This Portfolio also provides for the stewardship of our parish campus. The Goals and Objectives 
of the Service Portfolio seek to make us good stewards of our environment and community while 
increasing communication so that the Parish may continue to be a vital participant in the life of the 
local community. The Service Portfolio Ministry volunteers are focused on service to the poor, sick, 
homebound and needy in our community and beyond.

Volunteers at Parish Pride Day
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bulletin continues to be a source of information 
for upcoming events and notices of interest, as 
does the Church website. The Parish and School 
Communications have been integrated to keep our 
whole community informed. The Parish utilizes 
Constant Contact as a platform for the monthly 
newsletter. The TV in the narthex shows parish 
pictures, program advertisements and an updated 
calendar. Social Media is a daily communication tool. 

Environmental Stewardship
The Environmental Stewardship Committee 
(ESC) believes that the heart of our ministry is 
the continuing witness to love the poor and the 
environment, leading to the establishment of good 
environmental practices. We work to bring attention 
to issues, then get sustainable habits installed. 
For example, St. Thomas More Church and School 
now recycle as a standard practice, managed by 
our janitorial service; annually more than 30 tons 
of recyclables are NOT sent to the landfill. With a 
monthly collection of small items – batteries, corks, 
glasses, cell phones – at all Masses, we remind 
people to think of all the items that we can reduce, 
reuse and recycle. Parishioners brought more than 
1000 lbs of small batteries during the past 12 
months.  We have now moved from composting only 
at major parish food events to regular composting 
at both school and church with a weekly collection 
cycle. During our first year of regular composting, we 
collected approximately 2 tons of compostables.   

While we continued to support “clean” events for 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration and the Parish 
Festival, our principal extra event this period was our 
“Laudato Si’” essay contest for the school to celebrate 
Earth Day 2018. Cash prizes were presented at the 
school assembly on April 20. Using donations from 
ESC members and the parish, 4 solar panels were 
installed at the school in July 2017. In an effort to 
encourage wider participation, we also presented to 
Bishop Zarama on March 1, 2018 and the Piedmont 
Deanery on May 16, 2018. We’re always ready 
to welcome new “stewards” who want to enjoy 
working together Caring for Creation in the model of 
Laudato Si’. Contact Bob Weickert at bob_weickert@
mindspring.com.

Feria de la Salud
The Feria de la Salud Ministry sponsored the Latino 
Health Fairs, serving 200-250 people. These Health 
Fairs are an effort made possible not only by St. 
Thomas More Church but also by the students of 
UNC’s Schools of Dentistry, Medicine, Nursing and 

Pharmacy, as well as the different NC organizations 
participating in the Health Fair. The fair involved 
weeks of organization and planning, bringing health 
services, information, screenings, and education 
to the community. With the assistance of bilingual 
undergraduate UNC students, we are able to offer 
navigation services for participants. We count on 
and are deeply appreciative of the help provided 
by Durham Tech students for their interpretation 
services. This year, the Health Fair will be held on 
October 7 from 2:00-6:00PM and includes 25-35 
vendors/booths/stands performing screenings. 
including cholesterol, sugar, blood pressure, BMI, 
height, weight, HIV testing, Breast examination, 
eye examination, and dental (sealants, cleanings, 
education, extractions, etc.). Groups like UNC 
Hospital, Blue Cross Blue Shield, The Orange County 
Health Department, UNC Center for Latino Health/
Latino clinics and Alliance of AIDS Services of the 
Carolinas have always supported the Health Fair and 
we are grateful for community collaboration. We are 
going to invite the Fire Department to talk about fire 
safety and injury prevention and maybe even have a 
fire truck for the kids.

Financial Assistance Ministry
The Financial Assistance Ministry was available on 
Monday mornings this past year. Thanks to Charity 
Share donations and a $25,000 grant, we were able 
to help 311 local families with an average of $118 
for rent/utilities. Additionally, we helped several 
parishioner families and two refugee families from 
Egypt in a more substantial way. We offer prayer and a 
compassionate presence for people in crisis.

Furniture Project
The Furniture Project has helped 770 families and 
individuals transitioning out of homelessness by 
providing basic apartment-sized furniture since 

Volunteers at the Caring and Sharing Center
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its inception May 2012. Under the umbrella of St. 
Thomas More, there are 20 churches, 1 synagogue 
and 4 businesses participating in this ministry, a 
true ecumenical and community effort. Our current 
needs are mattress sets and frames, sofas, lamps 
and coffee tables. We deliver donations to families 
referred to us by IFC shelters, VA hospital, domestic 
violence centers, local school systems with children 
sleeping on floors (65 children helped in 2017), many 
UNC organizations, those seeking asylum from 
religious and political oppression, and many more.

Habitat for Humanity
During the 2017-2018 fiscal year, St. Thomas More 
Habitat participated in the Building Hope Partnership 
(also including Newman Parish, Holy Trinity Lutheran, 
United Church of Chapel Hill, Community Church of 
Chapel Hill and University Baptist Church Campus 
Ministry) to help finance and build a house in Tinnin 
Woods for the Tenango Family. Besides providing 
labor for construction, St. Thomas More volunteers 
also made and served lunches on four Saturdays. At 

the May 25 dedication of this house, Fr. Scott gave the 
opening blessing and a housewarming gift from the 
Catholic Daughters was presented. This build was the 
26th Habitat house since the early 1990’s. In addition, 
there is a core of five St. Thomas More volunteers 
who regularly provide labor on Wednesdays and 
Fridays. In Fall 2018, Habitat of Orange County will 
be “starting an exciting new project called Crescent 
Magnolia. This is Habitat’s first ever 24-unit senior 
housing (age 55+) community in Hillsborough, NC. 
The community will represent the Beloved Community, 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s vision of a community that 
allows access, equality and opportunity for all. The 
Beloved Community is fair, just and built on the love of 
God operating in the human heart. The building model 
will remain the same with each partnership working 
together to fundraise and build a unit for a family, but 
the work will be much different and collaborative! 
We will be volunteering on the first building in the 
community which consists of 8 units. So, the work 
you are doing each weekend may vary based on what 
part of the building is being worked on, but we will 
connect you with a homeowner who will be living in 
one of the units you are helping to build.”

Health Care Facility and Home 
Bound Ministries
We have 20 Eucharistic ministers (from St. Thomas 
More and Newman) who visit Catholic patients at 
UNC Hospitals almost every day, and we also have a 
team of Spanish-speaking visitors. We knocked on 
the door of about 7000 people this year! In addition, 
our priests anointed 150 people. Our ministries 
with residential communities and homebound 
parishioners provide more than 6500 visits per year. 
For residential communities, we have 25 Eucharistic 
ministers visiting 15 facilities in which we see about 
70 residents per week. These communities include 
assisted living, memory care and skilled nursing, as 
well as independent living sites with residents unable 
to get to church. For our ministry with homebound 
parishioners, we trained 6 new people this year. 
Eucharistic ministers visit and bring communion to 
more than 60 individuals in their homes. Our priests 
try to visit all of our homebound friends at least 
annually and coordinate with the Newman Center to 
offer on-site Masses quarterly.

Women from the Tea and Treats for the Homebound
ministry continue to visit and bring cheerful 
conversation and baked treats to help those who can 
no longer travel independently remain connected to 
our faith community.  

Tea and Treats with the Homebound

Habitat for Humanity
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IFC Community Kitchen
Our committee continues to serve meals monthly 
at the IFC Community Kitchen and the IFC Men ‘s 
Shelter. Our volunteer, Norma St. Aubin, after 35 years 
of service, has retired. Fortunately, we have been able 
to recruit several new volunteers this year but new 
volunteers are always welcomed. 

IFC Project Homestart
Project HomeStart has 21 volunteers from St. 
Thomas More and outside of the church who signed 
up to provide 60 dinners to the residents of the IFC’s 
women’s shelter since July 2017. Our volunteers 
had been the main dinner provider, but there are 
now other groups or individuals in the area providing 
meals occasionally for the shelter. Project HomeStart 
volunteers fill in the unscheduled dates each month 
if possible. The maximum number of residents on 
any given day is 14. We will have provided from 5-8 
dinners each month since July 2017, depending on 
a person’s or group’s availability. The women at the 
shelter are very appreciative of the meals they receive.  
The number of volunteers changes each year, so we’re 
always looking to add more. Our ministry is great for 
anyone who loves to cook and serve those in need.

Outreach Committee
The Outreach Committee continued their work to be 
a liaison between local community initiatives and 
the parish. Our mission statement is: “The Outreach 
Committee is joyfully committed to serving those 
in need in our local community and beyond!”  We 
continued to live our mission statement this fiscal 
year. Here are some of our highlights:

Crop Walk: The annual Chapel Hill-Carrboro CROP 
Hunger Walk to benefit Church World Service (CWS) 
and the Inter-Faith Council for Social Service (IFC) 
took place on April 22, 2018. Total funds raised by 
Team St. Thomas More amounted to $8,333. A small 
part of the total came from the sale of dozens of 
Chapel Hill-Carrboro CROP Hunger Walk T-shirts, 
the cost of which is covered by local businesses 

and churches, and 100% of those sales go to the 
IFC. About a dozen St. Thomas More families and 
individuals took part in the walk.

Feeding Children Everywhere: On June 3, 2017, the 
Outreach Committee led a fun group of about 135 
parishioners, including children to put together over 
20,000 meals. We did all of this in one morning and 
the actual making of the meal bags took less than one 
hour!  The easy-to-prepare meals consisted of rice, 
lentils, dried vegetables, spices, and other ingredients 
that were put into plastic bags. The meals were 
designed to feed a family of four and will be given to 
those families in NC who can’t access a food pantry.  

Faith Action ID: The Outreach Committee continues to 
support the Faith Action ID drive efforts. Faith Action 
ID started in 2016 because many Hispanics were 
being stopped for driving without a license. Since 
then, many people have received their identification 
cards after completing the orientation and application 
process at St. Thomas More, at churches in 
Hillsborough or Durham, or at the Carrboro Century 
Center. Faith Action ID drives are enthusiastically 
supported and well-attended by Chiefs of Police, 
Sheriffs, deputies, police officers, and other law 
enforcement officers.

IFC Food Pantry: The Outreach Committee has 
handed out grocery bags with the needs of the IFC 
Food Pantry at the beginning of each month to St. 

Feeding Children Everywhere Service Project

Fr. Chris celebrated Mass with Brookdale residents
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Thomas More parishioners since early 2013 and in 
this fiscal year, there were approximately 2,625 bags 
of groceries donated including the St. Thomas More 
Thanksgiving Day Mass collection. The Outreach 
Committee also continues to educate parishioners 
about hunger, both local and further afield. We 
designed bulletin boards and put Food Pantry needs 
on the grocery bag handouts.  We also continue to 
promote local hunger relief programs, especially in the 
summer, to address the loss of subsidized lunches 
and breakfasts going to 28% of kids in the Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro School System. We also promoted 
the Inter-Faith Council (IFC) Food for the Summer 
program, CROP Hunger Walk, the IFC Emergency Food 
Pantry, IFC FoodFirst, PORCH, and TABLE. In addition, 
our parish also made a $25,000 donation from our 
operating reserves for a new food pantry at our local 
Catholic Charities in Durham.

IFC Men’s Shelter and Community Kitchen: As part 
of our Futhering Our Mission campaign, we tithed 
$100,000 for the IFC FoodFirst building campaign. 
In addition, the Outreach Committee and friends 
continue to serve lunch each month at the IFC 
Community Kitchen and dinner at the Men’s Shelter.  
We also continue to serve as volunteers every 
Tuesday, helping the supervisors at the Men’s Shelter 
and the Community Kitchen.

Justice United: Outreach Committee members 
continue to be very involved with the Justice United 
organization and their activities. The St. Thomas More 
Parish, with Outreach Committee members, attended 
the Justice United annual meeting on April 10, 2018 
at the Lattice Grove Baptist Church in Hillsborough. 
Justice United is focusing on immigration, adequate 
housing, and jobs in the upcoming year. Justice 
United also continues their efforts for a Safe Driving 
Campaign for Orange and Chatham counties. Law 
Enforcement officials and others spoke to the need for 
immigrants to be able to drive in these counties without 
fear of being targeted or deported. There is also a 

Justice United effort to work with school districts to 
hire teachers, aides, staff, and counselors of color.

Blood Drive: Two blood drives were sponsored this 
year by the Outreach Committee: One on October 10, 
2017 with 29 donors and one on February 20, 2018 
with 40 donors. This effort requires collaborating with 
the Blood Connection (an organization from South 
Carolina who Rex Hospital has now partnered with), 
publicizing the drives, organizing volunteers, getting 
donors, and obtaining food for the donors. There were 
some issues arising from working with the Blood 
Connection, but the Outreach Committee is working 
with them to resolve these issues before the next 
blood drive. We are also discussing non-registered 
donors and ways to increase the number of donors.

Refugee Resettlement
Although there has been little activity with new 
refugee resettlement since restrictions were placed 
on the vetting process and on immigrants who are 
living here, there are several things locally that we 
have done to support refugees/immigrants:
• St. Thomas More hosted a workshop sponsored by 

El Centro on “Know Your Rights” in order to discuss 
options and resources for families who have been 
affected by detention

• Newman, El Centro, Catholic Charities, and St. 
Thomas More are all working collaboratively to help 
families who have been affected by detention and/
or deportation.

• Some parishioners have actively supported several 
Burmese families these past several months.

• Our Refugee Resettlement team recently offered 
financial support to an immigrant mother from 
Mexico who is desperately trying to keep her family 
together in a safe environment.

Right now we have a “call to action” to help families 
in our very own parishes who are struggling with 
detention/deportation and how this will affect them.  
We can do this in many ways, including: 
• Actively helping them with issues concerning 

finances, transportation, job opportunities, 

CROP Walk

IFC Donations
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education and language barriers
• Advocating for their “cause” at meetings, workshops 

and events and attending Interfaith services
• Meeting with various stakeholders to deliberately 

plan out how we can address the growing needs of 
our immigrant/refugee families

Stars of Hope Quilters
Stars of Hope Quilters continue to make quilts 
for active duty and veteran military service 
members touched by war. We are part of a national 
organization, Quilts of Valor, founded in 2003 by a 
Blue Star mother and quilter to honor, comfort, and 
thank our military men and women. Currently, we are 
awarding Quilts of Valor to men and women in North 
Carolina who served in the military during conflicts 
from WWII through Afghanistan. We collaborate with 
staff of Volunteer Services at the Bay Pines (Florida) 
and the Cincinnati Veterans Administration Hospitals 
to provide Quilts of Valor for women veterans 
participating in a residential treatment program for 
PTSD.  In mid-August, at Fort Bragg, we awarded 30 
quilts to a Special Forces Group who had recently 
returned from deployments in Turkey and Jordan.

St. Michael Ministry
During this past year, we introduced the St. Michael 
the Defender ministry into our parish community.  
This new ministry allows our parishioners to operate 
safely and securely at all times and focus on our core 
missions of evangelization, community outreach and 
faith-based education. We have been working to train 
our St. Michael ministers to respond to a variety of 
emergencies and threats with a particular focus on 
medical emergencies that may occur during Mass, 
school and faith development activities. 

Support Circles
The Support Circles program was successful on 
most accounts. It was modeled after the well-known 
Support Circles program in Wake County that sprung 
up out of the need generated when Hurricane Katrina 
decimated New Orleans, and families were displaced 
nationwide. The program was initiated in Orange 
County in 2011, spearheaded by former St. Thomas 
More parishioner Tish Galu, along with many other 
community leaders. The program was an all-volunteer 
effort for 3 years. As the program grew, it became 
clear that it would need a more robust infrastructure 
with paid staff who could devote the time and 
expertise needed to maintain and extend the mission 
of the program. IFC responded to the request for a 
parent organization that could adopt Support Circles 

and allow it to continue its function. A paid, part-
time coordinator was appointed. From the program’s 
inception, 15 families received support from over 100 
volunteers who committed to a one year supportive 
relationship. During this past year, 7 parishioners 
were involved with 2 different ecumenical circles. At 
the beginning of this year, the coordinator needed to 
step down from the coordinator role, and IFC, faced 
with funding allocation challenges, decided that they 
could not hire another paid staff person to support 
the program, thus leaving Support Circles without a 
coordinator and without funding. Over the past few 
years, the program collected data reflecting outcomes 
from the supportive relationships between families 
and volunteers. Overwhelmingly, the families reported 
the inestimable value of the presence of a team 
of caring individuals standing ready to help, listen 
and support. Volunteers also acknowledged that 
they grew in ways they had never anticipated, with 
eyes and hearts opened through the newly forged 
relationships. Currently, although the program remains 
officially on hold, a committee is examining ways 
to continue on an all-volunteer basis once again. A 
search is underway for a volunteer coordinator.

Translations
The translation ministry consists of volunteers 
who provide translation from English into Universal 
Spanish for the Sunday bulletin, for the Knights of 
Columbus and Bereavement ministries. In the last six 
months, they translated over 16,000 words.

Stars of Hope Quilt Recipients

Volunteers at the IFC Community Kitchen
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INCOME 
Ordinary
   Offertory
   Mortgage
   Capital    
   Other

Non-Ordinary
   Priest Welf. & Retirement
   Faith Dev’t Fees 
   Other

Total Income

DISBURSEMENTS
Faith Formation Total
Worship Total
Priests’ Retirement
Ministry & Charities Total

Other
   Maintenance & Utilities
   Diocesan Support
School Subsidies
Parish Administration

Other
  Mtgs, Socials, Vol.Apprec.
  Contingency/Savings
Total Ordinary Expenses

Capital – Bldg,Furn/Equip,Parking 
Capital – Fund (F & F Hall) 
Capital – Church Reserve Fund
Total Capital

Total Expenditures (w/o Debt)

Debt Reduction/Mortgage

Total Expenditures 

Budget 
Fiscal Year 2018

$2,142,000 
$324,000 

$24,000 
$24,000 

$118,000 
$67,000 
$92,000 

$2,791,000 

$270,967 
$204,997 
$120,089 
$403,745 

$416,907 
$185,000 
$187,000 
$580,231 

$17,700 
$20,658 

$2,407,294 

$29,800 
$7,000 

$23,500 
$60,300 

$2,467,594 

$323,407 

$2,791,001

Actual 
Fiscal Year 2018

$2,007,202 
$293,111 

$16,534 
$138,371 

$89,915 
$63,150 

$106,509 

$2,714,792 

$276,179 
$210,073 
$118,393 
$374,971 

$415,160 
$180,278 
$183,420 
$629,066 

$24,049 
$0 

$2,411,589 

$40,842 
$10,198 
$23,500 
$74,540 

$2,486,129 

$323,409 

$2,809,538 

Budget 
Fiscal Year 2019

$2,185,000 
$293,928 

$24,000 
$18,000 

$119,000 
$68,000 
$92,000 

$2,799,928 

$277,119 
$193,884 
$119,000 
$362,250 

$439,132 
$182,000 
$192,000 
$631,554 

$20,000 
$10,252 

$2,427,191 

$31,800 
$7,000 

$40,000 
$78,800 

$2,505,991 

$293,923 

$2,799,914 

CHURCH FINANCIALS

Sources of Income
     Offertory 
     Mortgage
     Capital    
     Priest Welf. & Retirement
     Faith Development Fees 
     Other (BAA & LPI Rebates, 
     Share Sunday, etc.)

Sources of Expense
     Faith Formation Total
     Worship Total
     Priests’ Retirement
     Ministry & Charities Total
     Maintenance & Utilities
     Diocesan Support
     School Subsidies
     Parish Administration
     Mtgs, Socials, Vol. Apprec.
     Total Capital
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Sources of Expense
     Faith Formation Total
     Worship Total
     Priests’ Retirement
     Ministry & Charities Total
     Maintenance & Utilities
     Diocesan Support
     School Subsidies
     Parish Administration
     Mtgs, Socials, Vol. Apprec.
     Total Capital

FINANCE COUNCIL LETTER
Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas More: 

On the page opposite this letter, please find the financial statement for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2018, 
comparing actual results to budgeted amounts for the church, as well as the 2018-19 budget.   

For 2017-18, the financial information reflects ordinary and non-ordinary receipts as well as disbursements 
categorized by ministry or area of responsibility. The statement, intended for the internal use of the parish, was 
prepared by parish administration, reviewed by the parish Finance Council, and submitted to the diocese. 

We want to thank all whose generosity made it possible for us to continue to serve St. Thomas More and 
our community. Our contributions (offertory and donations) were slightly (1%) behind budget, and basically 
the same as fiscal year 2017 figures.  Despite a slow start and concerns about controlling expenses, we met 
most of our commitments for charity and our ministries, for support to St. Thomas More School and Cardinal 
Gibbons High School, and to maintain our facilities. 

Some highlights:

• Our statement shows a $64k deficit in the operation of the parish and a $30k deficit in mortgage collections.  
The deficit in the operation resulted from a combination of lower collections for Offertory and Donations 
($17k below budget. The month of June was lower than we expected) and Priest Welfare and Retirement 
fund ($28k below budget) with operating expenses 1% higher (or $19k) than budgeted.

• Our efforts in support of Catholic Education totaled $333k including STM School tuition assistance ($162k), 
St. Thomas More Catholic School portion of existing mortgage ($150k), and Cardinal Gibbons High School 
support ($21k). Our outreach ministries supported local charities and programs and social justice causes 
with $82k.

• Departmental expenditures remained within budget for the year.  We made an effort to fund the Capital 
Reserve fund for long term replacements with $24k, bringing the fund to $210k.  Some years we have not 
been able to fund the Capital Reserve and so it is a positive step that we were able to do so in the past fiscal 
year. 

Our annual budgeting process includes soliciting budget requests from our ministries, aligning the budget 
with long-term strategies, and adjusting to meet diocesan requirements.  The budgeting process occurs from 
February to May, with staff and Finance Council assisting the rest of the parish by completing the necessary 
work.  

In early June, we approved the 2018-2019  budget with 2% growth in offertory over the 2017-18 budget. 
The matching expenditure plan includes minimal changes in maintenance and utilities, school subsidies, 
contingency, and administration. With parish growth and our personal sacrifices, we believe these goals are 
achievable.  This is a good time for all of us to examine our giving to the parish community.  We encourage 
you to consider a slight increase in your sacrificial gifts to the parish in order that we might continue to meet 
the spiritual and temporal needs of our parish. It is critical that all of our 3,700 families strive to practice 
Stewardship of our Time, Talent, and Treasure, to help in carrying out the mission of The Catholic Community 
of St. Thomas More to Pray, Serve and Spread the Gospel with Joy!  Thank you for all you do for the good of our 
parish.   

  

Carlos Lima    Very Rev. Scott E. McCue, V.F                        Richard Hinson  
Director of Operations & Finance Pastor                              Finance Council Chair    
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SCHOOL FINANCIALS
INCOME 
Tuition/Registration

Parish Investment
     Tuition Assistance
     Capital Investment
     Mortgage
Parish Investment Total

Aftercare (Tuition/Registration)

Other Income
     Gifts/Memorials
     Other
 Grants
Total Other Income

Total Income

DISBURSEMENTS
Salary/Benefits
Library/Technology
Instructional Material
Student Supplies
Lunch Expenses
Office Expenses

Building/Grounds
     Utilities/Maintenance
     Capital Expenditures
     Computers
     Reserves
     Mortgage
Total Building/Grounds

Aftercare Expenses

Contingency/Savings

Total Disbursements

Budget 
Fiscal Year 2018

$3,225,202 

$162,000 
$0 

$150,000 
$312,000 

$165,000 

$53,000 
$124,500

$41,000  
$218,500 

$3,920,702 

$2,873,133 
$50,750 
$95,400 
$20,000 

$111,775 
$66,200 

$341,750 
$32,500 
$60,000 
$20,000 

$150,000 
$604,250 

$79,195 

$20,000 

$3,920,703 

Actual 
Fiscal Year 2018

$2,731,754 

$177,700 
$0 

$150,000 
$327,700 

$101,999 

$109,939 
$143,509 

$8,727 
$262,175 

$3,423,628 

$2,650,927 
$37,058 
$87,130 
$16,489 

$104,578 
$68,333 

$323,736 
$6,983 

$24,016 
$0 

$150,000 
$504,735 

$54,359 

$0 

$3,523,609 

Budget 
Fiscal Year 2019

$2,884,649 

$167,000 
$0 

$150,000 
$317,000 

$165,000 

$65,000 
$124,500 

$21,000 
$210,500 

$3,577,149 

$2,554,671 
$50,550 
$91,200 
$20,000 

$111,975 
$66,200 

$332,500 
$32,500 
$60,000 
$20,000 

$150,000 
$595,000 

$67,554 

$20,000 

$3,577,150 

Sources of Income
     Tuition/Registration
     Tuition Assistance
     Mortgage
     Aftercare (Tuition/Registration)
     Gifts, memorials, grants
     Other (lunch, tuit asst, 
      sales tax ref.)

Sources of Expense
     Salary/Benefits
     Library/Technology
     Instructional Material
     Student Supplies
     Lunch Expenses 
     Office Expenses
     Utilities/Maintenance
     Capital Ex/Computers
     Mortgage
     Aftercare Expenses
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Sources of Expense
     Salary/Benefits
     Library/Technology
     Instructional Material
     Student Supplies
     Lunch Expenses 
     Office Expenses
     Utilities/Maintenance
     Capital Ex/Computers
     Mortgage
     Aftercare Expenses

SCHOOL ADVISORY BOARD LETTER
Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas More: 

On the page opposite this letter, please find the school financial statement for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2018 
(FY18); as well as budget for 2018-19 (FY19). Actual results and budget are compared to the budget for FY18.
 
The school ended FY18 with a deficit of $100k.  This deficit was driven by enrollment which was lower than 
budgeted, resulting in a sharp decrease in tuition income.  Reduced tuition income was mitigated through savings in 
various expenses. However, it should be noted that considerable measures were taken throughout the school year 
to reduce expenses to control the deficit, in addition to the initiation of a marketing committee dedicated to building 
enrollment by exposing our name and mission in the community. For more information, please see our school profile 
on page 24. Our expense reduction measures are outlined below. 

Some FY 18 highlights:
• Tuition and Registration was $493k under budget. This resulted from actual enrollment of 361 vs. budgeted 

enrollment of 409.
• Overall income was $497k under budget.
• Salaries and Benefits (73% of total budgeted expenses) were $287k under budget, driven by changes in the faculty 

and staff headcount, and lower than budgeted health benefits.
• Instructional Materials were $10k under budget due to conservative spending in supplies and materials.
• Utilities/maintenance and capital expenses were $44k under budget after limiting spending and deferring projects.
• Computer expenses were limited, resulting in a $36k savings against budget.
• Capital Reserves were not funded, a $20k budget item.
• Overall, expenses were $397k under budget

Enrollment for FY19 was projected at 395 based on an adjusted 3-year average. Some positions and responsibilities 
were consolidated to adjust the school headcount and better manage personnel expenses. This allowed for a base 
tuition rate increase of 3%, in line with recent history. An increase was necessary to support salary and benefits 
proposed for faculty and staff, technology improvements, and manage facility expenses.

Total expenses have decreased $344k or 8.8%.  This includes a $21k offset from grants and rebates (erate, title II, 
and technology), and adjustments in personnel ($318k).

We begin FY19 with a tight financial situation: enrollment at the beginning of the school year is at 325 students, our 
Contingency Savings are $151k or 4.2% of the budget, our Capital Reserves are $107k. Generous support from the 
church funds our tuition assistance program with $167k this year, and provides $150k in mortgage expense subsidy. 
We will continue to work diligently to control expenses to avert any adverse situations.

At St. Thomas More, we have an unwavering commitment to Catholic education. We continue to take the necessary 
steps to ensure our school has the resources to provide a vibrant education for the students entrusted to our care. 
We are blessed with enthusiastic, talented and experienced leaders; a dedicated, licensed and expert faculty and 
staff; and committed, energetic and involved families. We intend to ensure that we provide the financial means and 
management that enables our school to continue its mission to provide an exceptional education for each learner 
in a God-centered environment, through a community focused on spiritual development, academic pursuits, and 
service to others.

Your continuing support helps make this all possible.  Thanks again to all of you for your continuing generosity.  

Kathleen Weeks   Christian Fellner        Darrell Fulford
Chair, School Advisory Board  Treasurer, School Advisory Board      Principal, St. Thomas More School

Carlos Lima                           Very Rev. Scott E. McCue, V.F
Director of Operations and Finance     Pastor
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