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To assist diocesan bishops, each diocese will also have a Review Board which will function as a 
confidential consultative body to the bishop. The functions of this board include advising the diocesan 
bishop in his assessment of allegations of sexual abuse of minors and in his determination of suitability 
for ministry. 

When an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor by a priest or deacon is received, a preliminary 
investigation in accordance with canon law will be initiated and conducted promptly and objectively. 
During the investigation the accused enjoys the presumption of innocence, and all appropriate steps 
shall be taken to protect his reputation. The accused will be encouraged to retain the assistance of civil 
and canonical counsel and will be promptly notified of the results of the investigation.  

When there is sufficient evidence that sexual abuse of a minor has occurred, the Congregation of the 
Doctrine of the Faith (in the Vatican) shall be notified. The bishop shall then withdraw the accused from 
exercising the sacred ministry or any ecclesiastical office or function, impose or prohibit residence in a 
given place or territory, and prohibit public participation in the Most Holy Eucharist pending the 
outcome of the process. 

The alleged offender may be requested to seek, and may be urged voluntarily to comply with, an 
appropriate medical and psychological evaluation at a facility mutually acceptable to the diocese and to 
the accused.  

When even a single act of sexual abuse by a priest or deacon is admitted or is established after an 
appropriate process in accord with canon law, the offending priest or deacon will be removed 
permanently from ministry, not excluding dismissal from the clerical state, if the case so warrants.  

If the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state has not been applied (e.g., for reasons of advanced age 
or infirmity), the offender ought to lead a life of prayer and penance. He will not be permitted to 
celebrate Mass publicly or to administer the sacraments. He is to be instructed not to wear clerical garb, 
or to present himself publicly as a priest.  

The diocesan bishop has the executive power of governance to remove an offending cleric from office, 
to remove or restrict his faculties, and to limit his exercise of priestly ministry. Because sexual abuse of a 
minor by a cleric is a crime in the universal law of the Church and is a crime in all civil jurisdictions in the 
United States, for the sake of the common good and observing the provisions of canon law, the diocesan 
bishop shall ensure that any priest or deacon who has committed even one act of sexual abuse of a 
minor as described above shall not continue in active ministry. 

The priest or deacon may at any time request a dispensation from the obligations of the clerical state. In 
exceptional cases, the bishop may request of the Holy Father the dismissal of the priest or deacon from 
the clerical state ex officio, even without the consent of the priest or deacon.  

The diocese will comply with all applicable civil laws with respect to the reporting of allegations of sexual 
abuse of minors to civil authorities and will cooperate in their investigation. In every instance, the 
diocese will advise and support a person’s right to make a report to public authorities. 



No priest or deacon who has committed an act of sexual abuse of a minor may be transferred for a 
ministerial assignment in another diocese. Every bishop who receives a priest or deacon from outside 
his jurisdiction will obtain the necessary information regarding any past act of sexual abuse of a minor 
by the priest or deacon in question.  

Before such a diocesan priest or deacon can be transferred for residence to another diocese, his 
diocesan bishop shall forward, in a confidential manner, to the bishop of the proposed place of 
residence any and all information concerning any act of sexual abuse of a minor and any other 
information indicating that he has been or may be a danger to children or young people.  

Care will always be taken to protect the rights of all parties involved, particularly those of the person 
claiming to have been sexually abused and of the person against whom the charge has been made. 
When an accusation has been shown to be unfounded, every step possible will be taken to restore the 
good name of the person falsely accused. 

 


