
Daily
Advent Reflections

W R I T T E N  B Y
S T .  T H O M A S  M O R E  P A R I S H I O N E R S



HELLO, READER!

I really hope you enjoy this Advent reflection booklet put together by 
your fellow parishioners. It’s my hope that their words, combined with 
the living Word found in Scripture, will be a companion for you this 
Advent season. In a year when we feel so isolated, this is a small way 
for us to come together as a parish family and celebrate the holiness of 
the season.

Our theme for Advent this year is: 
God became flesh and dwelt among us.

God became flesh...
Our God became one of us. He loved us that much. He participated in 
the gifts of joy, hope, excitement, friendship, and family. He felt pain 
and sadness. He died for us.

...and dwelt among us
He didn’t just live among us as a baby once upon a time. He is here, 
now. He has never left us. The words on the following pages are proof 
that He dwells among us still in Word, in prayer, in Sacrament, and in 
the people around us.

Thank you to everyone who opened up and shared a part of their 
story. And thank you, reader, for taking this Advent journey of hope 
with us! 

Love and prayers,

Cassie Schutzer 
Coordinator of Communications and Young Adult Ministry
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NOVEMBER 29, 2020 | First Sunday of Advent

First Reading: Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7
You, LORD, are our father,
our redeemer you are named forever.
Why do you let us wander, O LORD, from your ways,
and harden our hearts so that we fear you not?
Return for the sake of your servants,
the tribes of your heritage.
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down,
with the mountains quaking before you,
while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for,
such as they had not heard of from of old.
No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you
doing such deeds for those who wait for him.
Would that you might meet us doing right,
that we were mindful of you in our ways!
Behold, you are angry, and we are sinful;
all of us have become like unclean people,
all our good deeds are like polluted rags;
we have all withered like leaves,
and our guilt carries us away like the wind.
There is none who calls upon your name,
who rouses himself to cling to you;
for you have hidden your face from us
and have delivered us up to our guilt.
Yet, O LORD, you are our father;
we are the clay and you the potter:
we are all the work of your hands.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.
O shepherd of Israel, hearken,
from your throne upon the cherubim, shine forth.
Rouse your power,
and come to save us.

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.
Once again, O LORD of hosts,
look down from heaven, and see;
take care of this vine,
and protect what your right hand has planted
the son of man whom you yourself made strong.

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.
May your help be with the man of your right hand,
with the son of man whom you yourself made strong.
Then we will no more withdraw from you;
give us new life, and we will call upon your name.

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Brothers and sisters:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

I give thanks to my God always on your account
for the grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus,
that in him you were enriched in every way,
with all discourse and all knowledge,
as the testimony to Christ was confirmed among you,
so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift
as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He will keep you firm to the end,
irreproachable on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
God is faithful, and by him you were called to fellowship with his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Gospel: Mark 13:33-37
Jesus said to his disciples:
“Be watchful! Be alert!
You do not know when the time will come.
It is like a man traveling abroad.
He leaves home and places his servants in charge,
each with his own work,
and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch.
Watch, therefore;
you do not know when the Lord of the house is coming,
whether in the evening, or at midnight,
or at cockcrow, or in the morning.
May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping.
What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’”

REFLECTION written by Jim Boyd
Sacristan, member of the Knights of Columbus, reader, choir member

Take a minute of silence and “Think about the people who loved you into being.”
That’s something of what Fred (Mr.) Rogers says in a recent movie based on 
encounters with a magazine journalist. God brought us into that existence in 
love and with patience in His image. What we are admonished to do on this First 
Sunday of Advent is to “Watch for the coming of the Lord.”

Has he already come among us in our brothers and sisters?
Do we see and hear the face of Jesus each day?
For whom are you watching and waiting?

Let us turn to Him in those closest to us who helped us into being remembering 
that it’s not a thing of time or place. The virtue of patience is what He who is Love 
incarnate asks of us. So when we watch for the coming of the Lord, please do not 
look past our sisters and brothers for whom we are indeed each other’s keeper.

Welcome to Advent 2020.



NOVEMBER 30, 2020 | Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle

First Reading: Romans 10:9-18

Brothers and sisters:
If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved.
For one believes with the heart and so is justified,
and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.
The Scripture says,
No one who believes in him will be put to shame.
There is no distinction between Jew and Greek;
the same Lord is Lord of all,
enriching all who call upon him.
For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

But how can they call on him in whom they have not believed?
And how can they believe in him of whom they have not heard?
And how can they hear without someone to preach?
And how can people preach unless they are sent?
As it is written,
How beautiful are the feet of those who bring the good news!
But not everyone has heeded the good news;
for Isaiah says,
Lord, who has believed what was heard from us?
Thus faith comes from what is heard,
and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.
But I ask, did they not hear?
Certainly they did; for
Their voice has gone forth to all the earth,
and their words to the ends of the world.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
The law of the LORD is perfect,
refreshing the soul;
The decree of the LORD is trustworthy,
giving wisdom to the simple.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
The precepts of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart;
The command of the LORD is clear,
enlightening the eye.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.
The fear of the LORD is pure,
enduring forever;
The ordinances of the LORD are true,

all of them just.
R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.

They are more precious than gold,
than a heap of purest gold;
Sweeter also than syrup
or honey from the comb.

R. The judgments of the Lord are true, and all of them are just.

Gospel: Mark 4:18-22

As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,
Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew,
casting a net into the sea; they were fishermen.
He said to them,
“Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
At once they left their nets and followed him.
He walked along from there and saw two other brothers,
James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John.
They were in a boat, with their father Zebedee, mending their nets.
He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their father 
and followed him.

REFLECTION written by Lainey Arleth 
High School Youth Ministry 9th Grader

When Jesus called out to Peter and Andrew, they followed him. They dropped 
everything, trusted Jesus, and followed him. When Jesus called out to James 
and John, they left their father to follow him. That might seem crazy, just leaving 
everything behind to be a follower of Jesus, but this is essentially what we are 
called to do. So I invite you to ask yourself in this season of Advent: Am I following 
Jesus? Am I able to put my faith in him? When you first hear these questions, you 
might be confident the answer to both is ‘yes’, but Advent is a time to dig deeper. If 
Jesus were to call upon you now, would you truly drop everything to follow him? It’s 
okay if you’re unsure, because that is what our faith journey is about. It’s not about 
staying the same, it’s about growing your faith and developing your relationship 
with God. This Advent season, I am setting a goal for myself, and I challenge you to 
do the same. I want you to set a goal that will strengthen your relationship with the 
Lord and your faith in Him. My goal is to pray more, and to pray for God to help me 
with strengthening my faith. Praying might be helpful for you, or you might want 
to take a different path. Whatever way that will best help you build your faith. No 
matter how you chose to go about it, I am positive we will all end Advent being 
closer to God.



DECEMBER 1, 2020 | Tuesday of the First Week of Advent

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
On that day,
A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom.
The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him: a Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
A Spirit of counsel and of strength, a Spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD,
and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD.
Not by appearance shall he judge, nor by hearsay shall he decide,
But he shall judge the poor with justice, and decide aright for the land’s afflicted.
He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked.
Justice shall be the band around his waist,
and faithfulness a belt upon his hips.

Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
The calf and the young lion shall browse together, with a little child to guide them.
The cow and the bear shall be neighbors, together their young shall rest;
the lion shall eat hay like the ox.
The baby shall play by the cobra’s den, and the child lay his hand on the adder’s lair.
There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be filled with knowledge of the LORD, as water covers the sea.

On that day, The root of Jesse, set up as a signal for the nations,
The Gentiles shall seek out, for his dwelling shall be glorious.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
O God, with your judgment endow the king,
and with your justice, the king’s son;
He shall govern your people with justice
and your afflicted ones with judgment. 

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
Justice shall flower in his days,
and profound peace, till the moon be no more.
May he rule from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
He shall rescue the poor when he cries out,
and the afflicted when he has no one to help him.
He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor;
the lives of the poor he shall save. 

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
May his name be blessed forever;
as long as the sun his name shall remain.
In him shall all the tribes of the earth be blessed;
all the nations shall proclaim his happiness.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

Gospel: Luke 10:21-24
Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said,
“I give you praise, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
for although you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned
you have revealed them to the childlike. 
Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. 
All things have been handed over to me by my Father. 
No one knows who the Son is except the Father,
and who the Father is except the Son
and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.”

Turning to the disciples in private he said,
“Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. 
For I say to you, many prophets and kings desired to see what you see,
but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.”

REFLECTION written by Whitney Pencina
Parishioner for 7 years and member of the young families group

Today is our daughter’s birthday! Fourteen years ago, our first child, a beautiful 
baby girl, was born and our world was suddenly a new place! I vividly remember 
the anticipation of this day and the hope we had as new parents. We prayed that 
we would be able to handle this great responsibility with God’s help...but we also 
hoped that the world around us would welcome and love this child as we did…that 
her time in the world would be one where “justice would flourish…and fullness of 
peace forever;” where hypothetically, at least, the “wolf would be the guest of the 
lamb, cow and bear would be neighbors (that would be a great children’s book) 
and where a child could lay a hand on the adder’s lair and the earth filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord.” Amazing! But as we all experience, this is not the reality 
of our world, and certainly not 2020 with a global pandemic, racial tension and 
political divides in our country. With so many struggling from the financial, physical 
and mental effects of these problems, how can we hope in 2020?

Enter, Root of Jesse! This Shoot that sprouted and blossomed in the womb of 
Mary, that carried with Him the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, counsel 
and strength, knowledge and fear of the Lord to every person He encountered. 
This Root is still growing today. How? He blossoms through His Presence in the 
Sacraments, in His Word, and in YOU, my friend! When you know Jesus, you carry 
with you everywhere the hope of this passage in Isaiah. Let us use this Advent to 
grow this Root of Jesse into full blossom in our hearts, that we may be filled with 
the wonder and hope of children when He arrives on Christmas morning!

*Think back to a moment of wonder or hope you have had during 2020 despite its 
many challenges – How was God with you in that moment? How can you continue 
to grow the virtue of Christian hope this Advent, Christmas and in 2021?

P.S. – Wish Fr. Scott a happy birthday today, too!

Feast of Blessed Charles De Foucald



DECEMBER 2, 2020 | Wednesday of the First Week of Advent

First Reading: Isaiah 25:6-10a
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will provide for all peoples
A feast of rich food and choice wines, juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines.
On this mountain he will destroy the veil that veils all peoples,
The web that is woven over all nations; he will destroy death forever.
The Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces;
The reproach of his people he will remove
from the whole earth; for the LORD has spoken.

On that day it will be said:
“Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us!
This is the LORD for whom we looked; let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!”
For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
Beside restful waters he leads me;
he refreshes my soul.

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
He guides me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk in the dark valley
I fear no evil; for you are at my side
With your rod and your staff
that give me courage. 

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
You spread the table before me
in the sight of my foes;
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.
Only goodness and kindness follow me
all the days of my life;
And I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
for years to come.

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

Gospel: Matthew 15:29-37
At that time:
Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, went up on the mountain, and sat down there. 
Great crowds came to him, having with them the lame, the blind, 
the deformed, the mute, and many others. 
They placed them at his feet, and he cured them. 

The crowds were amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the deformed made whole, 
the lame walking,  and the blind able to see, and they glorified the God of Israel.

Jesus summoned his disciples and said,
“My heart is moved with pity for the crowd,
for they have been with me now for three days and have nothing to eat. 
I do not want to send them away hungry, for fear they may collapse on the way.” 
The disciples said to him,
“Where could we ever get enough bread in this deserted place to satisfy such a crowd?” 
Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” 
“Seven,” they replied, “and a few fish.” 
He ordered the crowd to sit down on the ground. 
Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, gave thanks, broke the loaves,
and gave them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds. 
They all ate and were satisfied. 
They picked up the fragments left over–seven baskets full.

REFLECTION written by Nicolas Rapkoch
Seminarian for the Diocese of Raleigh

“At that time: Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, went up on the mountain, and sat 
down there.” Man encounters God upon a mountain throughout Scripture. Moses on 
Sinai, Elijah on Mount Carmel, David on Mount Zion where he conquered Jerusalem 
for the LORD. Our LORD Jesus overcomes temptation on a “high mountain,” He 
reveals His heavenly Glory on Mount Tabor, is crucified on Mount Calvary, and 
is believed to have Ascended from the Mount of Olives (the mountain on whose 
slopes is the Garden of Gethsemane).

Isaiah, in this passage, continually refers to “this mountain,” a specific mountain. 
This mountain is Mount Zion, upon which the city of Jerusalem is built. Isaiah tells 
us that upon Mount Zion, God will not only provide us a lavish feast but destroy 
death itself! In return all that will be required of us is to rejoice!

As we know from the Book of Revelation to the Apostle John, the Church is the New 
Jerusalem, the New Zion. (Rev 21:2) The Church is “this mountain.” Jesus, in this 
Gospel, sits down on the mountain, indeed, comes to “rest on this mountain.” What 
does He do in His rest? He heals and feeds the people who have gathered with Him 
there. Jesus prefigures His gift of the Eucharist to His Church which heals us, feeds 
us, and destroys death within us.

This year may have reminded us that we walk in a dark valley. It may have shown 
us that attending Mass had become more of a mundane routine than an act of 
thanksgiving and rejoicing. Yet, our LORD has come to rest on His mountain and 
provide us rich food and choice wines. Now is a time to seek Him all the more. If 
by circumstances we are separated from the Mass and the Blessed Sacrament, 
may our yearning increase and may we trust that He will provide! If we are able 
to receive the Eucharist more regularly, may He increase our thanksgiving and 
rejoicing! May we also consider doing so in prayerful consideration of those who 
are unable at this time. May we all understand more deeply that in the Eucharist, 
God Almighty gives us Himself completely. In that: fear no evil and, because of it, 
want for nothing.



DECEMBER 3, 2020 | Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier, Priest

First Reading: Isaiah 26:1-6

On that day they will sing this song in the land of Judah:

“A strong city have we;
he sets up walls and ramparts to protect us.
Open up the gates
to let in a nation that is just,
one that keeps faith.
A nation of firm purpose you keep in peace;
in peace, for its trust in you.

”Trust in the LORD forever!
For the LORD is an eternal Rock.
He humbles those in high places,
and the lofty city he brings down;
He tumbles it to the ground,
levels it with the dust.
It is trampled underfoot by the needy,
by the footsteps of the poor.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a

R. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
for his mercy endures forever.
It is better to take refuge in the LORD
than to trust in man.
It is better to take refuge in the LORD
than to trust in princes. 

R. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Open to me the gates of justice;
 I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
This gate is the LORD’s;
 the just shall enter it.
I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me
 and have been my savior.

R. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
O LORD, grant salvation!
O LORD, grant prosperity!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD;
we bless you from the house of the LORD.
The LORD is God, and he has given us light.

R. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 7:21, 24-27

Jesus said to his disciples:
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
will enter the Kingdom of heaven,
but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.

“Everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on them
will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. 
The rain fell, the floods came,
and the winds blew and buffeted the house. 
But it did not collapse; it had been set solidly on rock. 
And everyone who listens to these words of mine
but does not act on them
will be like a fool who built his house on sand. 
The rain fell, the floods came,
and the winds blew and buffeted the house. 
And it collapsed and was completely ruined.”

REFLECTION written by Bruce and Kathryn Olive
Candidates in the RCIA program

This reading from Mathew on building the foundations of our faith during the 
season of Advent, the season of waiting, seems particularly relevant to us. As 
newly formed Catholics (but lifetime Christians), we have done a lot of waiting and 
building recently. We waited during our discernment to be guided to build our faith 
on the rock of St. Peter. We waited to complete sixteen weeks of RICA and to build 
our knowledge of the Catechesis. We are waiting for our confirmation on January 
17,  continuing to build our knowledge of the church during Mystagogy. And, of 
course, we wait with the faithful to joyfully celebrate the birth of Jesus.
 
Building on a rock takes time and effort. But faith built on a firm foundation is able 
to weather the storms of life. Following the will of God is the hard path, a path that 
requires work and discipline. With the help and blessings of the community of STM, 
we hope to continue to strengthen our house, waiting and ready to hear the will of 
our Father for the next steps on our faith-building journey.
 
Question for reflection: If a “Faith Inspector” came to do a report on your house, 
would your faith foundation pass inspection?



DECEMBER 4, 2020 | Friday of the First Week of Advent

First Reading: Isaiah 29:17-24

Thus says the Lord GOD:
But a very little while,
and Lebanon shall be changed into an orchard,
and the orchard be regarded as a forest!
On that day the deaf shall hear
the words of a book;
And out of gloom and darkness,
the eyes of the blind shall see.
The lowly will ever find joy in the LORD,
and the poor rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.
For the tyrant will be no more
and the arrogant will have gone;
All who are alert to do evil will be cut off,
those whose mere word condemns a man,
Who ensnare his defender at the gate,
and leave the just man with an empty claim.
Therefore thus says the LORD,
the God of the house of Jacob,
who redeemed Abraham:
Now Jacob shall have nothing to be ashamed of,
nor shall his face grow pale.
When his children see
the work of my hands in his midst,
They shall keep my name holy;
they shall reverence the Holy One of Jacob,
and be in awe of the God of Israel.
Those who err in spirit shall acquire understanding,
and those who find fault shall receive instruction.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.
The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom should I fear?
The LORD is my life’s refuge;
 of whom should I be afraid?

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.
One thing I ask of the LORD;
this I seek:
To dwell in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life,
That I may gaze on the loveliness of the LORD
and contemplate his temple.

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.
I believe that I shall see the bounty of the LORD

in the land of the living.
Wait for the LORD with courage;
be stouthearted, and wait for the LORD.

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Gospel: Matthew 9:27-31

As Jesus passed by, two blind men followed him, crying out,
“Son of David, have pity on us!” 
When he entered the house,
the blind men approached him and Jesus said to them,
“Do you believe that I can do this?” 
“Yes, Lord,” they said to him. 
Then he touched their eyes and said,
“Let it be done for you according to your faith.” 
And their eyes were opened. 
Jesus warned them sternly,
“See that no one knows about this.” 
But they went out and spread word of him through all that land.

REFLECTION written by Ilka Cordova
Spanish teacher at St. Thomas More School, ministry member and leader at the church

Toñito, my 55-year old cousin, was born blind. He has never seen this world, yet 
you can find him saying that in his life, Jesus goes first in front of him wherever he 
goes and makes him feel secure, strong, and happy.  

In today’s readings we are reminded about God’s promises. Isaiah tells us that 
God is going the make the blind see, so Jesus makes two blind men see after they 
cried out to him persistently. We do not know if these men were born blind like my 
cousin, but in both scenarios, faith in God is first. The blind men recovered their 
sight after Jesus touched their eyes, and my cousin can see today’s world with eyes 
of hope, peace, and love in Jesus Christ.  

In the difficult times we are going through today, sometimes we feel that God does 
not hear our prayers. Could it be that we are too distracted with things and events 
our eyes can see and forgetting about our relationship with Jesus? As we begin our 
Advent season, let us call out to Jesus loud enough that we do not hear ourselves 
but His voice and response to our prayers. Let’s put our faith in God first so He will 
make us see with eyes of hope, peace, and love. 



DECEMBER 5, 2020 | Saturday of the First Week of Advent

First Reading: Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26

Thus says the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel:
O people of Zion, who dwell in Jerusalem,
no more will you weep;
He will be gracious to you when you cry out,
as soon as he hears he will answer you.
The Lord will give you the bread you need
and the water for which you thirst.
No longer will your Teacher hide himself,
but with your own eyes you shall see your Teacher,
While from behind, a voice shall sound in your ears:
“This is the way; walk in it,”
when you would turn to the right or to the left.

He will give rain for the seed that you sow in the ground,
And the wheat that the soil produces will be rich and abundant.
On that day your flock will be given pasture
and the lamb will graze in spacious meadows;
The oxen and the asses that till the ground
will eat silage tossed to them with shovel and pitchfork.
Upon every high mountain and lofty hill there will be streams of running water.
On the day of the great slaughter, when the towers fall,
The light of the moon will be like that of the sun
and the light of the sun will be seven times greater like the light of seven days.
On the day the LORD binds up the wounds of his people,
he will heal the bruises left by his blows.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6

R. Blessed are all who wait for the Lord.
Praise the LORD, for he is good;
sing praise to our God, for he is gracious;
it is fitting to praise him.
The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem;
the dispersed of Israel he gathers. 

R. Blessed are all who wait for the Lord.
He heals the brokenhearted
and binds up their wounds.
He tells the number of the stars;
he calls each by name.
R. Blessed are all who wait for the Lord.
Great is our LORD and mighty in power:
to his wisdom there is no limit.
The LORD sustains the lowly;
the wicked he casts to the ground.

R. Blessed are all who wait for the Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 9:35–10:1, 5a, 6-8

Jesus went around to all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom, and curing every disease and illness. 
At the sight of the crowds, his heart was moved with pity for them
because they were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd.
Then he said to his disciples,
“The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few;
so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest.” 

Then he summoned his Twelve disciples and gave them authority 
over unclean spirits to drive them out and to cure every disease and every illness. 

Jesus sent out these Twelve after instructing them thus,
“Go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
As you go, make this proclamation: ‘The Kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 
Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, drive out demons.
Without cost you have received; without cost you are to give.”

REFLECTION written by Ann Banes
Bible study leader, ministry member, and volunteer at St. Thomas More

I can still hear my Mother saying when I was a child, ”You are always in the wrong 
place at the wrong time.” I guess I was/am pretty headstrong and independent. 
Memories of my “Teacher” were at the forefront of my mind while listening to Isaiah 
say:

…with your own eyes you shall see your Teacher,
While from behind, a voice shall sound in your ears:
“This is the way, walk in it,”
When you would turn to the right or to the left.

We all make mistakes, but I fought even calling mine “Mistakes.” They were 
“negative learning curves.” Sometimes, even the very worst times in our lives are for 
our “learning curves” and those lessons, though the most painful, lead to the best of 
times.

I blamed God for my relinquishment…

When I finally stopped trying to tell God how things should be handled, when 
I finally accepted that God had been trying to steer me all along to “the way”, I 
became a pro-life warrior.

Then…I got a great gift back from Him…my son.

On the day the Lord binds up the wounds of his people, he will heal the bruises 
left by his blows.

Have you ever had a situation from which you thought you would never recover, 
only to live through it and thrive? Do you think God had something to do with your 
WAY?



DECEMBER 6, 2020 | Second Sunday of Advent

First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her service is at an end,
her guilt is expiated;
indeed, she has received from the hand of the LORD double for all her sins.

A voice cries out:
In the desert prepare the way of the LORD!
Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God!
Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill shall be made low;
the rugged land shall be made a plain, the rough country, a broad valley.
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together;
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Go up on to a high mountain, Zion, herald of glad tidings;
cry out at the top of your voice, Jerusalem, herald of good news!
Fear not to cry out and say to the cities of Judah:
Here is your God!
Here comes with power the Lord GOD, who rules by his strong arm;
here is his reward with him, his recompense before him.
Like a shepherd he feeds his flock;
in his arms he gathers the lambs,
carrying them in his bosom, and leading the ewes with care.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.
I will hear what God proclaims;
the LORD—for he proclaims peace to his people.
Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him,
glory dwelling in our land.

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.
Kindness and truth shall meet;
justice and peace shall kiss.
Truth shall spring out of the earth,
and justice shall look down from heaven.

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.
The LORD himself will give his benefits;
our land shall yield its increase.
Justice shall walk before him,
and prepare the way of his steps.

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.

Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-14
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years
and a thousand years like one day.

The Lord does not delay his promise, as some regard “delay,” but he is patient with you, not wish-
ing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a mighty roar and the elements will 
be dissolved by fire, and the earth and everything done on it will be found out.

Since everything is to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be, conducting 
yourselves in holiness and devotion, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be dissolved in flames and the elements melted by fire. But 
according to his promise we await new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
Therefore, beloved, since you await these things, be eager to be found without spot or blemish 
before him, at peace.

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God.
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way.
A voice of one crying out in the desert:
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.”
John the Baptist appeared in the desert
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
People of the whole Judean countryside
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him
and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins.
John was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist.
He fed on locusts and wild honey.
And this is what he proclaimed:
“One mightier than I is coming after me.
I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.
I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

REFLECTION written by Drew Melvin
St. Thomas More parishioner for 52 years

“There but for the grace of God go I”. How many times have we said, or more often, 
thought those words? Frequently our response to those in poorer circumstances 
borders on prejudice and bigotry. In the first reading, the Psalmist is obviously 
asking God to give him the wisdom and strength to govern and protect the people 
of Israel. He asks nothing for himself, only for those he is responsible for, and that 
the name of God be praised forever. Such a great attitude.

And in the writings of the prophet Isaiah, we hear that while we may have 
afflictions and trials, we will weep no more because the Lord will hear our cries 
and answer us. Can you say God has answered your prayers? I can. Sometimes the 
answer is “wait”, but He always answers.

Lastly, Paul in his colorful style essentially tells us to wait, the best is yet to come. 
And that brings me back to my first sentence. As I get older, I am learning more 
each day that the appropriate response to life is “only through the grace of God am 
I where I am.” And each day is better than the one before. Hopefully some of you 
will understand when I say I’m keeping my fork.



DECEMBER 7, 2020 | Memorial of Saint Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10
The desert and the parched land will exult;
the steppe will rejoice and bloom.
They will bloom with abundant flowers, and rejoice with joyful song.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to them, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;
They will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God.
Strengthen the hands that are feeble, make firm the knees that are weak,
Say to those whose hearts are frightened:
Be strong, fear not!
Here is your God, he comes with vindication;
With divine recompense he comes to save you.
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared;
Then will the lame leap like a stag, then the tongue of the mute will sing.

Streams will burst forth in the desert, and rivers in the steppe.
The burning sands will become pools, and the thirsty ground, springs of water;
The abode where jackals lurk
will be a marsh for the reed and papyrus.
A highway will be there, called the holy way;
No one unclean may pass over it, nor fools go astray on it.
No lion will be there,
nor beast of prey go up to be met upon it.
It is for those with a journey to make,
and on it the redeemed will walk.
Those whom the LORD has ransomed will return
and enter Zion singing,
crowned with everlasting joy;
They will meet with joy and gladness, sorrow and mourning will flee.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14
R. Our God will come to save us!
I will hear what God proclaims;
the LORD –for he proclaims peace to his people.
Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him,
glory dwelling in our land.

R. Our God will come to save us!
Kindness and truth shall meet;
justice and peace shall kiss.
Truth shall spring out of the earth,
and justice shall look down from heaven.

R. Our God will come to save us!
The LORD himself will give his benefits;
our land shall yield its increase.
Justice shall walk before him,
and salvation, along the way of his steps.

R. Our God will come to save us!

Gospel: Luke 5:17-26
One day as Jesus was teaching,
Pharisees and teachers of the law,
who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and Jerusalem,
were sitting there, and the power of the Lord was with him for healing. 
And some men brought on a stretcher a man who was paralyzed;
they were trying to bring him in and set him in his presence. 
But not finding a way to bring him in because of the crowd,
they went up on the roof 
and lowered him on the stretcher through the tiles
into the middle in front of Jesus. 
When Jesus saw their faith, he said,
“As for you, your sins are forgiven.” 

Then the scribes and Pharisees began to ask themselves,
“Who is this who speaks blasphemies? 
Who but God alone can forgive sins?” 
Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them in reply,
“What are you thinking in your hearts? 
Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’
or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 
But that you may know
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”–
he said to the one who was paralyzed,
“I say to you, rise, pick up your stretcher, and go home.” 

He stood up immediately before them, picked up what he had been lying on,
and went home, glorifying God. 
Then astonishment seized them all and they glorified God,
and, struck with awe, they said,
“We have seen incredible things today.”

REFLECTION written by Daniel Gulisano
High School Youth Ministry 9th Grader

In the Gospel, Jesus is aware that the scribes and Pharisees are doubting him, and 
he asks them: ‘What are these thoughts you have in your hearts?’. 

I thought of myself and how Jesus is aware of what I’m thinking. My main instinct 
wasn’t to be embarrassed or scared, it was how I was comforted with the fact that 
Jesus is present, even in my thoughts. If Jesus was aware of the Pharisees’ and 
scribes’ doubts and crafted a question for them, he was surely working on me. He 
wasn’t going to give up on me very easily, and that’s something that is comforting 
to know. 

Jesus doesn’t want us to fail. He’s with us and wants us to go to heaven, and he 
doesn’t want us to hold doubts about him. The ones who had faith in the power of 
the Lord had their friend healed, and the ones who doubted, had their objections 
absolved. 



DECEMBER 8, 2020 | Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception

First Reading: Genesis 3:9-15, 20
After the man, Adam, had eaten of the tree,
the LORD God called to the man and asked him, “Where are you?”
He answered, “I heard you in the garden; but I was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid myself.”
Then he asked, “Who told you that you were naked?
You have eaten, then, from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat!”
The man replied, “The woman whom you put here with me
she gave me fruit from the tree, and so I ate it.”
The LORD God then asked the woman,
“Why did you do such a thing?”
The woman answered, “The serpent tricked me into it, so I ate it.”

Then the LORD God said to the serpent:
“Because you have done this, you shall be banned from all the animals
and from all the wild creatures;
on your belly shall you crawl, and dirt shall you eat all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike at your head, while you strike at his heel.”

The man called his wife Eve, because she became the mother of all the living.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4
R. Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous deeds.
Sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done wondrous deeds;
His right hand has won victory for him, his holy arm.

R. Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous deeds.
The LORD has made his salvation known:
in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness toward the house of Israel.

R. Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous deeds.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation by our God.
Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; break into song; sing praise.

R. Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous deeds.

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12 
Brothers and sisters:
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavens,
as he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world,
to be holy and without blemish before him. 
In love he destined us for adoption to himself through Jesus Christ,
in accord with the favor of his will, 
for the praise of the glory of his grace that he granted us in the beloved.
In him we were also chosen, destined in accord with the purpose of the One

who accomplishes all things according to the intention of his will,
so that we might exist for the praise of his glory, we who first hoped in Christ. 

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David,
and the virgin’s name was Mary.
And coming to her, he said,
“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.”
But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
Then the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father,
and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom there will be no end.”
But Mary said to the angel,
“How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?”
And the angel said to her in reply,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.
And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age,
and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.”
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.
May it be done to me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from her.

REFLECTION written by Becky Cascino
Coordinator of Vocations Ministry and Baptism Preparation teacher

When my children were little, we talked often about “Mama Mary.”  My youngest 
still calls her by that name. Over these years of parenting, an image has come to 
me: I am like a restless toddler, moving distractedly and out of balance, leaving 
messes behind me wherever I’ve been. Mary gracefully follows, clearing the 
disorder, working with Jesus to restore the brokenness. And she gently reminds 
me to move more slowly. To listen. To obey. When I don’t agree with the rules and 
rebel, Mary gently whispers, “Let’s go have a talk with your Father.”   
 
Sometimes it seems easier to relate to Adam and Eve under the tree. “The devil 
made me do it” – whatever it was that I chose to do to take me away from God’s 
grace. Mary’s purity reminds me of a better way. 
  
It is because of her purity that Mary has such clarity. She sees through my excuses, 
prays for me and guides me. As we celebrate her purity today, her Immaculate 
Conception, let us echo Saint Paul: ‘Blessed be God, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing’ – especially the gift of our dear Blessed Mother! Mama Mary, pray 
for us! 
 
How do you picture Mary in your life?  
Is she close by, or farther away than you would like?  
What is something you can do to grow closer to Mary in this season of Advent? 



DECEMBER 9, 2020 | Wednesday of the Second Week of Advent

First Reading: Isaiah 40:25-31

To whom can you liken me as an equal?
says the Holy One.
Lift up your eyes on high
and see who has created these things:
He leads out their army and numbers them,
calling them all by name.
By his great might and the strength of his power
not one of them is missing!
Why, O Jacob, do you say, and declare, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the LORD,
and my right is disregarded by my God”?

Do you not know or have you not heard?
The LORD is the eternal God,
creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint nor grow weary,
and his knowledge is beyond scrutiny.
He gives strength to the fainting;
for the weak he makes vigor abound.
Though young men faint and grow weary,
and youths stagger and fall,
They that hope in the LORD will renew their strength,
they will soar as with eagles’ wings;
They will run and not grow weary,
walk and not grow faint.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10

R. O bless the Lord, my soul!
Bless the LORD, O my soul;
and all my being, bless his holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits.

R. O bless the Lord, my soul!
He pardons all your iniquities,
he heals all your ills.
He redeems your life from destruction,
he crowns you with kindness and compassion.

R. O bless the Lord, my soul!
Merciful and gracious is the LORD,
slow to anger and abounding in kindness.
Not according to our sins does he deal with us,
nor does he requite us according to our crimes.

R. O bless the Lord, my soul!

Gospel: Matthew 11:28-30

Jesus said to the crowds:
“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
for I am meek and humble of heart;
and you will find rest for yourselves.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.”

REFLECTION written by Matt Sebastian
Leader for the Come and See Retreat and Life in Christ Prayer Group

Invitation to prayer: 
Bless the Lord, O my soul! Put aside all your burdens and thoughts that wear you 
down. You are in the presence of the mighty Lord! Praise and thank Him with all 
your heart!

Reflection: 
Our Lord is the one and only, the Alpha and the Omega – there is no one else 
like Him! Our Lord calls us to reflect on His omnipotence and omnipresence as 
our Creator. His supreme power can uplift our weary souls and renew our laden 
spirits. Today, Jesus reaches out and asks us to set aside our human yokes that 
are burdened with our inequities and idolatry. Yes, idolatry in today’s world can 
take the form of material wealth, fame, or power, that takes precedence over our 
Lord, who ought to be placed paramount in our lives. In the magnanimity of His 
grace, Jesus calls on you and me to bear His yoke of humility and divine knowledge 
thereby seeking rest in His arms. Jesus says ‘“Come to me, all you who labor and 
are burdened, and I will give you rest” (cf. Matt 11:28). This statement has new 
meaning in my life, as I seek Jesus’ rest and strive toward being more intentional 
in my faith. My reflection on Jesus’ promise of divine rest, helps me realize this 
awesome gift of His sustaining peace, unlike the temporary perception of rest 
offered by the myriad of worldly pleasures. He speaks to my seeking heart that 
longs for His joy and peace. He forgives my inequities in His compassionate 
embrace.

Prayer: 
O Lord, grant me the wisdom and humility to take up your yoke and seek your 
divine rest.

Closing: 
Pray Psalm 103 focusing on the phrases: ‘Merciful and gracious is the LORD, slow 
to anger and abounding in kindness.’ He forgives my inequities and heals me with 
His kindness and compassion. Bless the Lord, O my soul! Heal me and fill me with 
your divine grace, now and forever.



DECEMBER 10, 2020 | Thursday of the Second Week of Advent

First Reading: Isaiah 41:13-20

I am the LORD, your God,
who grasp your right hand;
It is I who say to you, “Fear not,
I will help you.”
Fear not, O worm Jacob,
O maggot Israel;
I will help you, says the LORD;
your redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.
I will make of you a threshing sledge,
sharp, new, and double-edged,
To thresh the mountains and crush them,
to make the hills like chaff.
When you winnow them, the wind shall carry them off
and the storm shall scatter them.
But you shall rejoice in the LORD,
and glory in the Holy One of Israel.

The afflicted and the needy seek water in vain,
their tongues are parched with thirst.
I, the LORD, will answer them;
I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them.
I will open up rivers on the bare heights,
and fountains in the broad valleys;
I will turn the desert into a marshland,
and the dry ground into springs of water.
I will plant in the desert the cedar,
acacia, myrtle, and olive;
I will set in the wasteland the cypress,
together with the plane tree and the pine,
That all may see and know,
observe and understand,
That the hand of the LORD has done this,
the Holy One of Israel has created it.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab

R. The Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger, and of great kindness.
I will extol you, O my God and King,
and I will bless your name forever and ever.
The LORD is good to all
and compassionate toward all his works.

R. The Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger, and of great kindness.
Let all your works give you thanks, O LORD,
and let your faithful ones bless you.
Let them discourse of the glory of your Kingdom
and speak of your might.

R. The Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger, and of great kindness.
Let them make known to men your might
and the glorious splendor of your Kingdom.
Your Kingdom is a Kingdom for all ages,
and your dominion endures through all generations.

R. The Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger, and of great kindness.

Gospel: Matthew 11:11-15

Jesus said to the crowds:
“Amen, I say to you,
among those born of women
there has been none greater than John the Baptist;
yet the least in the Kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
From the days of John the Baptist until now,
the Kingdom of heaven suffers violence,
and the violent are taking it by force. 
All the prophets and the law prophesied up to the time of John. 
And if you are willing to accept it,
he is Elijah, the one who is to come. 
Whoever has ears ought to hear.”

REFLECTION written by Claire Stanelle
Middle School Youth Ministry 7th Grader

When the reading says, “I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them,” it reminds us 
that God is with us and that he watches over us. The reading also tells us that 
when we pray to God, asking him to help us, he hears us. God will answer our 
prayers. He will not forsake us but help us in our times of need. “‘I will help you,’ 
says the LORD,” the reading says. 

God would “open up rivers on the bare heights, and fountains in the broad valleys;...
turn the desert into a marshland, and the dry ground into springs of water” rather 
than let us die of thirst. He will not abandon us when we need him most. 

To me, this reading tells us that God is with us and that He watches over us. Even 
in this scary time, he watches over us, and he hears us. 



DECEMBER 11, 2020 | Friday of the Second Week of Advent

First Reading: Isaiah 48:17-19

Thus says the LORD, your redeemer,
the Holy One of Israel:
I, the LORD, your God,
teach you what is for your good,
and lead you on the way you should go.
If you would hearken to my commandments,
your prosperity would be like a river,
and your vindication like the waves of the sea;
Your descendants would be like the sand,
and those born of your stock like its grains,
Their name never cut off
or blotted out from my presence.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6

R. Those who follow you, Lord, will have the light of life.
Blessed the man who follows not
the counsel of the wicked
Nor walks in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the company of the insolent,
But delights in the law of the LORD
and meditates on his law day and night.

R. Those who follow you, Lord, will have the light of life.
He is like a tree
planted near running water,
That yields its fruit in due season,
and whose leaves never fade.
Whatever he does, prospers.

R. Those who follow you, Lord, will have the light of life.
Not so the wicked, not so;
they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
For the LORD watches over the way of the just,
but the way of the wicked vanishes.

R. Those who follow you, Lord, will have the light of life.

Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19

Jesus said to the crowds:
“To what shall I compare this generation? 
It is like children who sit in marketplaces and call to one another,
‘We played the flute for you, but you did not dance,
we sang a dirge but you did not mourn.’ 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they said,

‘He is possessed by a demon.’ 
The Son of Man came eating and drinking and they said,
‘Look, he is a glutton and a drunkard,
a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 
But wisdom is vindicated by her works.”

REFLECTION written by Ellen Spann
Parishioner for 6 years and mother of teens in the Faith Development program

If you would hearken to my commandments, your prosperity would be like a 
river, and your vindications like the waves of the sea.

I have always heard that you cannot outdo God in generosity. Testimonies of 
radical faith and trust in God have been an inspiration to me. The first time I ever 
remember making a prayerful, sacrificial offering, I was nearly 25 years old. I 
prayed that God would build my home by preparing my future spouse for me. I 
surrendered it and honestly did not worry about it again. Three months later, when 
I least expected it, I met my husband. 

Every time I have tried to be generous with God, whether it be money, my time, my 
belongings, body, fasting, prayer, He has shown me how loved I am. I am in awe 
that he cares for the minute details of my life.   
 
What gift can I give God today?

What is God asking of me, and will I give my Fiat? 

Do I have a radical love and trust in God?  

Would I get up on the cross and take God’s place?



DECEMBER 12, 2020 | Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe

First Reading: Zechariah 2:14-17

Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion! 
See, I am coming to dwell among you, says the LORD.
Many nations shall join themselves to the LORD on that day,
and they shall be his people,
and he will dwell among you,
and you shall know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you.
The LORD will possess Judah as his portion in the holy land,
and he will again choose Jerusalem.
Silence, all mankind, in the presence of the LORD!
For he stirs forth from his holy dwelling.

Responsorial Psalm: Judith 13:18bcde, 19

R. You are the highest honor of our race.
Blessed are you, daughter, by the Most High God,
above all the women on earth;
and blessed be the LORD God, 
the creator of heaven and earth.

R. You are the highest honor of our race.
Your deed of hope will never be forgotten
by those who tell of the might of God.

R. You are the highest honor of our race.

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

The angel Gabriel was sent from God
to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph,
of the house of David,
and the virgin’s name was Mary.
And coming to her, he said,
“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.”
But she was greatly troubled at what was said
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
Then the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God.
Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall name him Jesus.
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father,
and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his Kingdom there will be no end.”
But Mary said to the angel,

“How can this be,
since I have no relations with a man?”
And the angel said to her in reply,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
Therefore the child to be born
will be called holy, the Son of God.
And behold, Elizabeth, your relative,
has also conceived a son in her old age,
and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren;
for nothing will be impossible for God.”
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.
May it be done to me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from her.

REFLECTION written by William Villalba
Parishioner for 24 years, member of the rosary group, and musician

I recall my mother’s silence on a sunny day in Venezuela listening to John Paul 
II, and I, but a child sitting by her, was amazed with that holy silence despite 
thousands gathered there.

Zechariah’s exhortation to be silent “in the presence of the Lord” (proceeded by 
a zealous “Sing and rejoice”) is a joyful one. Christ is among us; let us be still and 
listen to our Lord, just as the Lord muted Zechariah when the angel Gabriel spoke 
to him.

Nevertheless, silence is by no means the absence of words. Our Lady of Guadalupe 
communicated to us with roses: after failed attempts to convince Bishop 
Zumarraga, a tilma full of roses was the only “words” that Juan Diego needed in 
that unspoken moment. The image of the Lady in Juan’s garment spoke volumes!

Ours is a time of noise, desperation, and anxiety. Why not heed to Zechariah’s call 
to silence? In such silence dwells our hope, for Jesus is within us!

I recall my mother’s silence, but let us always remember Our Virgin Mary, listening 
quietly to the angel Gabriel. Allow Jesus to speak to us and hope fill our hearts, for 
we will certainly sing and rejoice!

Questions for reflection:

1. Are we effectively using our silence to listen to others or are we more interested 
in being understood than seeking to understand?

2. What is an area in your life in need of “noise reduction” in order to better listen 
to Jesus’ voice?



DECEMBER 13, 2020 | Third Sunday of Advent

First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners,
to announce a year of favor from the LORD
and a day of vindication by our God.

I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul;
for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation and wrapped me in a mantle of justice,
like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem, like a bride bedecked with her jewels.
As the earth brings forth its plants, and a garden makes its growth spring up,
so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise spring up before all the nations.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
R. My soul rejoices in my God.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked upon his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:

R. My soul rejoices in my God.
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.

R. My soul rejoices in my God.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,

R. My soul rejoices in my God.

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing.
In all circumstances give thanks,
for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.
Do not quench the Spirit.
Do not despise prophetic utterances.
Test everything; retain what is good.
Refrain from every kind of evil.

May the God of peace make you perfectly holy
and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body,
be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The one who calls you is faithful,
and he will also accomplish it.

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28
A man named John was sent from God.
He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.
He was not the light, but came to testify to the light.

And this is the testimony of John.
When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him to ask him, “Who are you?”
He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, “I am not the Christ.”
So they asked him,
“What are you then? Are you Elijah?”
And he said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
So they said to him,
“Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us?
What do you have to say for yourself?”
He said:
“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert,
‘make straight the way of the Lord,’” as Isaiah the prophet said.”
Some Pharisees were also sent. 
They asked him,
“Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?”
John answered them,
“I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize,
the one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.”
This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

REFLECTION written by Deacon Bob Troy
Coordinator of Liturgy at St. Thomas More

Today is the Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is Latin for Rejoice. 
Today we wear rose vestments for Mass and light the rose Advent candle as we 
rejoice that Christmas is almost here.

But it might be hard to rejoice this year. COVID-19 is everywhere. Holiday plans 
may have been severely limited, or cancelled altogether. Many people are hurting, 
and far too many have died. What are we to do?

I think Saint Paul gives us the answer when he tells us to Rejoice always, and 
to pray without ceasing. God invites us to come to Him through prayer, to place 
our hopes, our fears, our joys and our sadness in His loving hands. When we do, 
hopefully we can see new reasons for rejoicing. I rejoice that God has blessed 
me with family and faith. I rejoice that He has given us health care workers, first 
responders, and teachers. Most of all, I rejoice that God has blessed us all with His 
Son, our Incarnate Lord Jesus Christ. Nothing we may suffer can change the fact 
that we are intimately loved and cared for by Jesus. That is the greatest reason of 
all to rejoice!

Questions:
What reason do you have to rejoice this Christmas season?
When you pray, how does God answer you?



DECEMBER 14, 2020 | Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, priest and doctor 

First Reading: Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a

When Balaam raised his eyes and saw Israel encamped, tribe by tribe,
the spirit of God came upon him,
and he gave voice to his oracle:

The utterance of Balaam, son of Beor,
the utterance of a man whose eye is true,
The utterance of one who hears what God says,
and knows what the Most High knows,
Of one who sees what the Almighty sees,
enraptured, and with eyes unveiled:
How goodly are your tents, O Jacob;
your encampments, O Israel!
They are like gardens beside a stream,
like the cedars planted by the LORD.
His wells shall yield free-flowing waters,
he shall have the sea within reach;
His king shall rise higher,
and his royalty shall be exalted.

Then Balaam gave voice to his oracle:

The utterance of Balaam, son of Beor,
the utterance of the man whose eye is true,
The utterance of one who hears what God says,
and knows what the Most High knows,
Of one who sees what the Almighty sees,
enraptured, and with eyes unveiled.
I see him, though not now;
I behold him, though not near:
A star shall advance from Jacob, and a staff shall rise from Israel.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9

R. Teach me your ways, O Lord.
Your ways, O LORD, make known to me;
teach me your paths,
Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my savior.

R. Teach me your ways, O Lord.
Remember that your compassion, O LORD,
and your kindness are from of old.
In your kindness remember me,
because of your goodness, O LORD.

R. Teach me your ways, O Lord.
Good and upright is the LORD;

thus he shows sinners the way.
He guides the humble to justice,
he teaches the humble his way.

R. Teach me your ways, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-27

When Jesus had come into the temple area,
the chief priests and the elders of the people approached him
as he was teaching and said,
“By what authority are you doing these things? 
And who gave you this authority?” 
Jesus said to them in reply,
“I shall ask you one question, and if you answer it for me,
then I shall tell you by what authority I do these things. 
Where was John’s baptism from?
Was it of heavenly or of human origin?” 
They discussed this among themselves and said,
“If we say ‘Of heavenly origin,’ he will say to us,
‘Then why did you not believe him?’ 
But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we fear the crowd,
for they all regard John as a prophet.” 
So they said to Jesus in reply, “We do not know.” 
He himself said to them,
“Neither shall I tell you by what authority I do these things.”

REFLECTION written by Thomas Allen
High School Youth Ministry 10th Grader

In this season of Advent, as we prepare to accept Jesus into our world, today’s 
Gospel shows our Lord being questioned about the source of His divine authority. 
At the beginning of the reading, He arrives in the temple area and drives out the 
money changers. The Pharisees, angered by His actions, angrily inquire, “By what 
authority are you doing these things? And who gave you this authority?” In a way, 
the Pharisees and elders can be seen to symbolize our own resistance to God’s will. 
Just as they objected to Jesus’ purification of the temple area, oftentimes we, too, 
struggle to accept Jesus into the temples of our own hearts. Notice the Pharisees’ 
reaction to Christ’s question about John the Baptist: “If we say, ‘Of Heavenly origin’, 
he will say to us, ‘Then why did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human 
origin’, we fear the crowd, for they all regard John as a prophet.” They resolve to 
tell Jesus they do not know the answer. The Pharisees’ response is disingenuous. It 
reflects their fear of being shown up in debate or of falling victim to mob violence, 
not what they really think. Christ gives them no answer because, in reality, they 
are not seeking one. Contrast this with His treatment in John 3 of Nicodemus, a 
Pharisee who comes to Jesus with an open mind and heart. Unlike the Pharisees 
in today’s Gospel, Nicodemus receives an answer from The Word Incarnate. This 
Advent season, we must try to avoid being like the Pharisees in today’s Gospel 
and accept the changes that Christ wants to make in our lives. If we do, then like 
Nicodemus, we will find our questions answered.



DECEMBER 15, 2020 | Tuesday of the Third Week of Advent 

First Reading: Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13

Thus says the LORD:
Woe to the city, rebellious and polluted, to the tyrannical city!
She hears no voice, accepts no correction;
In the LORD she has not trusted,
to her God she has not drawn near.

For then I will change and purify
the lips of the peoples,
That they all may call upon the name of the LORD,
to serve him with one accord;
From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia
and as far as the recesses of the North,
they shall bring me offerings.

On that day
You need not be ashamed  of all your deeds,
your rebellious actions against me;
For then will I remove from your midst the proud braggarts,
And you shall no longer exalt yourself on my holy mountain.
But I will leave as a remnant in your midst
a people humble and lowly,
Who shall take refuge in the name of the LORD:
the remnant of Israel.
They shall do no wrong and speak no lies;
Nor shall there be found in their mouths a deceitful tongue;
They shall pasture and couch their flocks
with none to disturb them.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
I will bless the LORD at all times;
his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
Let my soul glory in the LORD;
the lowly will hear me and be glad.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
Look to him that you may be radiant with joy,
and your faces may not blush with shame.
When the poor one called out, the LORD heard,
and from all his distress he saved him.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
The LORD confronts the evildoers,
to destroy remembrance of them from the earth.
When the just cry out, the LORD hears them,
and from all their distress he rescues them.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted;
and those who are crushed in spirit he saves.
The LORD redeems the lives of his servants;
no one incurs guilt who takes refuge in him.

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people:
“What is your opinion? 
A man had two sons. 
He came to the first and said,
‘Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.’ 
The son said in reply, ‘I will not,’
but afterwards he changed his mind and went. 
The man came to the other son and gave the same order. 
He said in reply, ‘Yes, sir,’ but did not go. 
Which of the two did his father’s will?” 
They answered, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Amen, I say to you,
tax collectors and prostitutes
are entering the Kingdom of God before you. 
When John came to you in the way of righteousness,
you did not believe him;
but tax collectors and prostitutes did. 
Yet even when you saw that,
you did not later change your minds and believe him.”

REFLECTION written by Tricia Amitrano
Volunteer receptionist, Catholic Daughter, member of the Prayer Shawl Ministry

I love the Psalms. They always bring me such comfort and joy. Psalm 34 is 
especially poignant during our current pandemic. THE LORD HEARS THE CRY OF 
THE POOR has so much more meaning for me today than ever before.  

We’re experiencing things that most of us have never had to cope with before. 
Isolation, fear and sickness are a daily experience for some of us. The media 
screams out gloom and doom on a minute by minute basis. 

This Psalm reassures me that God hears my prayers and will rescue me from my 
distress.  It calms my fears. This Psalm gives me hope knowing that the Lord hears 
the cry of the poor, the sick, the sad, the hungry, the lonely.  He hears us and give 
us the strength to slog through our despair and depression and come to the joy 
of God’s abundant love. This psalm reassures me that the Lord is close to me.  He 
hears my prayers and the prayers of all who love Him. This blessed Psalm gives me 
hope of a brighter day and faith that this, too, shall pass.



DECEMBER 16, 2020 | Wednesday of the Third Week of Advent 

First Reading: Isaiah 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25

I am the LORD, there is no other;
I form the light, and create the darkness,
I make well-being and create woe;
I, the LORD, do all these things.
Let justice descend, O heavens, like dew from above,
like gentle rain let the skies drop it down.
Let the earth open and salvation bud forth;
let justice also spring up!
I, the LORD, have created this.

For thus says the LORD,
The creator of the heavens,
who is God,
The designer and maker of the earth
who established it,
Not creating it to be a waste,
but designing it be lived in:
I am the LORD, and there is no other.

Who announced this from the beginning
and foretold it from of old?
Was it not I, the LORD,
besides whom there is no other God?
There is no just and saving God but me.

Turn to me and be safe,
all you ends of the earth,
for I am God; there is no other!
By myself I swear,
uttering my just decree
and my unalterable word:
To me every knee shall bend;
by me every tongue shall swear,
Saying, “Only in the LORD
are just deeds and power.
Before him in shame shall come
all who vent their anger against him.
In the LORD shall be the vindication and the glory
of all the descendants of Israel.”

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23

R. Let the clouds rain down the Just One, and the earth bring forth a Savior.
I will hear what God proclaims;
the LORD–for he proclaims peace to his people.
Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him,
glory dwelling in our land.

R. Let the clouds rain down the Just One, and the earth bring forth a Savior.
Kindness and truth shall meet;
justice and peace shall kiss.
Truth shall spring out of the earth,
and justice shall look down from heaven.

R. Let the clouds rain down the Just One, and the earth bring forth a Savior.
The LORD himself will give his benefits;
our land shall yield its increase.
Justice shall walk before him,
and salvation, along the way of his steps.

R. Let the clouds rain down the Just One, and the earth bring forth a Savior.

Gospel: Luke 7:18b-23

At that time,
John summoned two of his disciples and sent them to the Lord to ask,
“Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?” 
When the men came to the Lord, they said,
“John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask,
‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?’”
At that time Jesus cured many of their diseases, sufferings, and evil spirits;
he also granted sight to many who were blind. 
And Jesus said to them in reply,
“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard:
the blind regain their sight, the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised,
the poor have the good news proclaimed to them. 
And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me.”

REFLECTION written by Kristin Hauser
Director of High School Youth Ministry

I have never met a person who loves Christmas decorations as much as my mother. 
The lights, the tree, the 47 nutcrackers... and more all awaken from the confines 
of our hall closet, ready to infiltrate the house with light and memories. There is 
something about the way we celebrate Christmas that makes the season a little 
easier – when the days are shorter, colder, even darker than any other point in the 
year, we choose to cover our homes with warmth and light.

When I really think about it, the contrast is almost jarring – but in so many ways, 
I think that’s what Advent is about. During this season, we take the time to pray 
and sit in darkness and waiting because we know that the light is coming. We 
have hope that a tiny baby, born to a young mother 2,000 years ago rules over 
both darkness and light, death and life.  In the discontinuity of Advent, may we find 
peace.



DECEMBER 17, 2020 | Thursday of the Third Week of Advent 

First Reading: Genesis 49:2, 8-10
Jacob called his sons and said to them:
“Assemble and listen, sons of Jacob, listen to Israel, your father.

“You, Judah, shall your brothers praise –your hand on the neck of your enemies;
the sons of your father shall bow down to you.
Judah, like a lion’s whelp, you have grown up on prey, my son.
He crouches like a lion recumbent, the king of beasts–who would dare rouse him?
The scepter shall never depart from Judah, or the mace from between his legs,
While tribute is brought to him, and he receives the people’s homage.”

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17
R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
O God, with your judgment endow the king,
and with your justice, the king’s son;
He shall govern your people with justice
and your afflicted ones with judgment. 

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
The mountains shall yield peace for the people,
and the hills justice.
He shall defend the afflicted among the people,
save the children of the poor.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
Justice shall flower in his days,
and profound peace, till the moon be no more.
May he rule from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
May his name be blessed forever;
as long as the sun his name shall remain.
In him shall all the tribes of the earth be blessed;
all the nations shall proclaim his happiness. 

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

Gospel: Matthew 1:1-17
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.

Abraham became the father of Isaac, 
Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. 
Judah became the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. 
Perez became the father of Hezron, 
Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab. 
Amminadab became the father of Nahshon,  Nahshon the father of Salmon,
Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab. 

Boaz became the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth. 
Obed became the father of Jesse, Jesse the father of David the king.

David became the father of Solomon, whose mother had been the wife of Uriah. 
Solomon became the father of Rehoboam, 
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asaph.  
Asaph became the father of Jehoshaphat, 
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, Joram the father of Uzziah. 
Uzziah became the father of Jotham, 
Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. 
Hezekiah became the father of Manasseh,
Manasseh the father of Amos, Amos the father of Josiah.
Josiah became the father of Jechoniah and his brothers at the time of the Babylonian exile.

After the Babylonian exile, Jechoniah became the father of Shealtiel,
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father of Abiud. 
Abiud became the father of Eliakim,
Eliakim the father of Azor, Azor the father of Zadok. 
Zadok became the father of Achim,
Achim the father of Eliud, Eliud the father of Eleazar. 
Eleazar became the father of Matthan,
Matthan the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary. 
Of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ.

Thus the total number of generations from Abraham to David is fourteen generations;
from David to the Babylonian exile, fourteen generations;
from the Babylonian exile to the Christ, fourteen generations.

REFLECTION written by Natalie Moulton
Member of the St. Thomas More Young Adult Ministry

The Gospel of the genealogy of Christ Jesus is one I’ve often struggled with, 
anxiously awaiting the ending and subsequent homily. However, I think my default 
reaction to this Gospel reading parallels some seasons of life and the liturgical 
season of Advent.

In anticipation of Christ, it’s easy to miss some of the prominent biblical figures 
leading up to Christ, and even easier to miss the names that are less recognizable. 
But God is perfect, building the foundation for Christ through the people of the Old 
Testament. He doesn’t forget, calling each of them, and us, by name. Each person is 
delicately woven into a larger canvas.

Perhaps during this Advent season, and all our seasons of ‘waiting’, we should take 
more time to appreciate the threads being intentionally woven around us, instead 
of anxiously waiting to see what the whole canvas will look like.

Are there times when I’ve rushed through or wished away seemingly insignificant 
moments of my life? Do I rush through Advent in anticipation of Christ’s arrival?

How can I best challenge myself to stay in the present moment, rather than 
thinking ahead to the ‘next thing’?



DECEMBER 18, 2020 | Friday of the Third Week of Advent 

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:5-8

Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD,
when I will raise up a righteous shoot to David;
As king he shall reign and govern wisely,
he shall do what is just and right in the land.
In his days Judah shall be saved,
Israel shall dwell in security.
This is the name they give him:
“The LORD our justice.”

Therefore, the days will come, says the LORD,
when they shall no longer say, “As the LORD lives,
who brought the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt”;
but rather, “As the LORD lives,
who brought the descendants of the house of Israel
up from the land of the north”– 
and from all the lands to which I banished them;
they shall again live on their own land.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
O God, with your judgment endow the king,
and with your justice, the king’s son;
He shall govern your people with justice
and your afflicted ones with judgment.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out,
and the afflicted when he has no one to help him.
He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor;
the lives of the poor he shall save.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous deeds.
And blessed forever be his glorious name;
may the whole earth be filled with his glory.

R. Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. 
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,
but before they lived together,
she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. 

Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man,
yet unwilling to expose her to shame,
decided to divorce her quietly. 
Such was his intention when, behold,
the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. 
For it is through the Holy Spirit
that this child has been conceived in her. 
She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.” 
All this took place to fulfill
what the Lord had said through the prophet:

Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,

which means “God is with us.” 
When Joseph awoke,
he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him
and took his wife into his home. 
He had no relations with her until she bore a son,
and he named him Jesus.

REFLECTION written by Isham Allen
Middle School Youth Ministry 8th Grader

In Matthew’s Gospel we see God, through an angel, asking Joseph to welcome 
Mary and Jesus into his home and family. God also asks us to welcome Jesus 
and Mary into our homes and our families. We can do this both through our faith 
and physical objects. In this season of Advent, one way to do this is to place a 
nativity. Setting up a nativity is a tradition of the Christian faith that reminds us the 
necessity of having Jesus and Mary as the center of our lives.

Although he did not fully know God’s plan, Joseph was faithful to God and trusted 
that He would make everything alright. He believed that God was watching over 
him in creating this new family. This faith was with him on both the Holy Family’s 
trip to Bethlehem and then to Egypt. God calls us to be faithful. Even when we 
cannot understand God’s plan for our lives, we can trust in the all loving, all just, 
all powerful God. Just as God walked with Joseph in his difficult times, when you 
are struggling God stays with you. No matter how deep or dark the tunnel there is 
always light of Christ at the end.



DECEMBER 19, 2020 | Saturday of the Third Week of Advent 

First Reading: Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a
There was a certain man from Zorah, of the clan of the Danites, whose name was Manoah. 
His wife was barren and had borne no children.  An angel of the LORD appeared to the woman 
and said to her, “Though you are barren and have had no children, yet you will conceive and bear 
a son.  Now, then, be careful to take no wine or strong drink and to eat nothing unclean. As for 
the son you will conceive and bear, no razor shall touch his head, for this boy is to be consecrated 
to God from the womb.  It is he who will begin the deliverance of Israel from the power of the 
Philistines.”

The woman went and told her husband, “A man of God came to me; he had the appearance of an 
angel of God, terrible indeed.  I did not ask him where he came from, nor did he tell me his name. 
But he said to me, ‘You will be with child and will bear a son.  So take neither wine nor strong 
drink, and eat nothing unclean.  For the boy shall be consecrated to God from the womb, until the 
day of his death.’”

The woman bore a son and named him Samson.  The boy grew up and the LORD blessed him; the 
Spirit of the LORD stirred him.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17
R. My mouth shall be filled with your praise, and I will sing your glory!
Be my rock of refuge,
a stronghold to give me safety,
for you are my rock and my fortress.
O my God, rescue me from the hand of the wicked. 

R. My mouth shall be filled with your praise, and I will sing your glory!
For you are my hope, O LORD;
my trust, O God, from my youth.
On you I depend from birth;
from my mother’s womb you are my strength. 

R. My mouth shall be filled with your praise, and I will sing your glory!
I will treat of the mighty works of the LORD;
O God, I will tell of your singular justice.
O God, you have taught me from my youth,
and till the present I proclaim your wondrous deeds.

R. My mouth shall be filled with your praise, and I will sing your glory!

Gospel: Luke 1:5-25
In the days of Herod, King of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah of the priestly division 
of Abijah; his wife was from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.  Both were 
righteous in the eyes of God, observing all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blamelessly.  But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren and both were advanced in 
years. 

Once when he was serving as priest in his division’s turn before God, according to the practice 
of the priestly service, he was chosen by lot to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to burn incense.  

Then, when the whole assembly of the people was praying outside at the hour of the incense 
offering, the angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right of the altar of incense.  
Zechariah was troubled by what he saw, and fear came upon him. 

But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, because your prayer has been heard.  
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall name him John.  And you will have joy 
and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.  He 
will drink neither wine nor strong drink.  He will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his 
mother’s womb, and he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.  He will go 
before him in the spirit and power of Elijah to turn the hearts of fathers toward children and the 
disobedient to the understanding of the righteous, to prepare a people fit for the Lord.” 

Then Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this?  For I am an old man, and my wife is 
advanced in years.”  And the angel said to him in reply, “I am Gabriel, who stand before God. I 
was sent to speak to you and to announce to you this good news.  But now you will be speechless 
and unable to talk until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words, 
which will be fulfilled at their proper time.” Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah
and were amazed that he stayed so long in the sanctuary.  But when he came out, he was unable 
to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary.  He was gesturing 
to them but remained mute.

Then, when his days of ministry were completed, he went home. 

After this time his wife Elizabeth conceived, and she went into seclusion for five months, saying,
“So has the Lord done for me at a time when he has seen fit to take away my disgrace before 
others.”

REFLECTION written by Jeff Malkovsky
Leader of the St. Michael Ministry and member of the Funeral Care Team

In today’s readings, we hear of God answering the long repeated prayers of two 
married couples for the gift of a child.  When God answers their prayers, it’s clear 
that these gifts come with some pre-conditions. In some sense, these conditions are 
sacrifices that God asks so that His plan can be fulfilled.

Gifts from God are not simply meant to be ‘unwrapped’ and enjoyed for our 
pleasure alone. In their essence, they are a call to service.  Paradoxically, that 
service is itself a gift, although it doesn’t always feel like it!  Sometimes that service 
is clear and the path in front of us obvious.  Other times, there’s some serious and 
heavy work required to travel His Way.  Is the path you’re on right now serving His 
plan or yours alone?

Often our challenge is simply understanding clearly what God wants us to do with 
the gifts and blessings He’s given us. These gifts can come in many forms.  It might 
even be difficult to see His gifts in our lives.  How many times have each of us taken 
our gifts for granted?

This is where prayer and reflection are so helpful in our lives. For prayer is a 
conscious opening of our hearts to His loving guidance.  A faith and trust that He 
will guide us to use our gifts in service of His plan. And so we pray, help us Lord to 
understand what You want us to do with the gifts we’re given.  But above all, Your 
will be done.



DECEMBER 20, 2020 | Fourth Sunday of Advent

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
When King David was settled in his palace,
and the LORD had given him rest from his enemies on every side,
he said to Nathan the prophet,
“Here I am living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God dwells in a tent!”
Nathan answered the king,
“Go, do whatever you have in mind, for the LORD is with you.”
But that night the LORD spoke to Nathan and said:
“Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD:
Should you build me a house to dwell in?’“

“’It was I who took you from the pasture and from the care of the flock 
to be commander of my people Israel.
I have been with you wherever you went,
and I have destroyed all your enemies before you.
And I will make you famous like the great ones of the earth.
I will fix a place for my people Israel;
I will plant them so that they may dwell in their place without further disturbance.
Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they did of old,
since the time I first appointed judges over my people Israel.
I will give you rest from all your enemies.
The LORD also reveals to you that he will establish a house for you.
And when your time comes and you rest with your ancestors,
I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins,
and I will make his kingdom firm.
I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me.
Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before me;
your throne shall stand firm forever.’”

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
The promises of the LORD I will sing forever;
through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.
For you have said, “My kindness is established forever”;
in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
“I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
I have sworn to David my servant:
Forever will I confirm your posterity
and establish your throne for all generations.”

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
“He shall say of me, ‘You are my father,
my God, the Rock, my savior.’
Forever I will maintain my kindness toward him,
and my covenant with him stands firm.”

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27
Brothers and sisters: To him who can strengthen you, according to my gospel and the proclama-
tion of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret for long ages but now 
manifested through the prophetic writings and, according to the command of the eternal God,
made known to all nations to bring about the obedience of faith, to the only wise God, through 
Jesus Christ be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to 
a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. And coming to her, 
he said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.” But she was greatly troubled at what was said 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God.

“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will 
be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of 
David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.” But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?” And 
the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.
And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth 
month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God.” Mary said, “Behold, 
I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her.

REFLECTION written by Amanda Bolaños
Pastoral Associate Intern at St. Thomas More

During this season of Advent, and in the midst of a global pandemic, today’s 
Gospel proclaims a message of joy and hope.  
 
Mary is told by the Angel Gabriel that she has been chosen by God to bring God’s 
only Son into the course of human history. God respects Mary’s free will; He gives 
her a choice, and she says “yes.”  However, Mary was initially perplexed by God’s 
message. She was found “greatly troubled,” and she asks: “How can this be...?”  
 
This year has not been an easy year. Many times, I find myself just as perplexed 
as Mary. In reaction to the circumstances of this year, I ask the Lord, “How can 
this be...?” It is difficult to keep faith in difficult circumstances, in unholy situations. 
However, as Christians – as people of hope – we are challenged to bring holiness 
out of unholy situations – always. 

In today’s Gospel, Mary offers a glimpse of the struggle to find holiness always. 
Mary is given a difficult decision; however, Mary’s “yes” to God changes the course 
of salvation history forever, bringing us the holiest moment that the world has ever 
encountered in linear, human history: the personhood of Jesus. Imagine the power 
of your “yes” to God, and the amount of potential holiness that your “yes” could 
bring.

In these unsettling times, how can I find holiness in an unholy situation? 



DECEMBER 21, 2020 | Monday of the Fourth Week of Advent 

First Reading: Song of Songs 2:8-14

Hark! my lover–here he comes
springing across the mountains,
leaping across the hills.
My lover is like a gazelle
or a young stag.
Here he stands behind our wall,
gazing through the windows,
peering through the lattices.
My lover speaks; he says to me,
“Arise, my beloved, my dove, my beautiful one, and come!
“For see, the winter is past,
the rains are over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth,
the time of pruning the vines has come,
and the song of the dove is heard in our land.
The fig tree puts forth its figs,
and the vines, in bloom, give forth fragrance.
Arise, my beloved, my beautiful one,
and come!

“O my dove in the clefts of the rock,
in the secret recesses of the cliff,
Let me see you, let me hear your voice, 
For your voice is sweet,
and you are lovely.”

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21

R. Exult, you just, in the Lord! Sing to him a new song.
Give thanks to the LORD on the harp;
with the ten-stringed lyre chant his praises.
Sing to him a new song;
pluck the strings skillfully, with shouts of gladness.

R. Exult, you just, in the Lord! Sing to him a new song.
But the plan of the LORD stands forever; 
the design of his heart, through all generations.
Blessed the nation whose God is the LORD,
the people he has chosen for his own inheritance.

R. Exult, you just, in the Lord! Sing to him a new song.
Our soul waits for the LORD,
who is our help and our shield,
For in him our hearts rejoice;
in his holy name we trust. 

R. Exult, you just, in the Lord! Sing to him a new song.

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45

Mary set out in those days
and traveled to the hill country in haste
to a town of Judah,
where she entered the house of Zechariah
and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,
the infant leaped in her womb,
and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit,
cried out in a loud voice and said,
“Most blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
And how does this happen to me,
that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears,
the infant in my womb leaped for joy. 
Blessed are you who believed
that what was spoken to you by the Lord
would be fulfilled.”

REFLECTION written by Nathan Lissy
High School Youth Ministry 12th Grader

I feel comfortable in saying that this Advent season is the most unique Advent 
any of us have experienced. Ordinarily, we would all be at Church these past 
few Sundays, eagerly awaiting the lighting of the Advent wreath. Our patient 
anticipation, at long last, would culminate as parishioners flock to St. Thomas More 
to celebrate the birth of our Savior. 

Unfortunately, we don’t have that opportunity this year. Although this pandemic 
is taking a toll on everyone, we hold the belief that our situation will improve in the 
near-future. In other words, we have hope -- a core tenant of Advent. 

At the time just before Jesus was born, a prophet hadn’t walked the Earth for over 
500 years, and the people of Israel were yearning for a spiritual leader. Elizabeth, 
mother of John the Baptist, was among them. As Mary came to greet her, she was 
overcome with joy, exclaiming “...how does this happen to me, that the mother of 
my Lord should come to me?” Elizabeth was overjoyed about the coming birth of 
Jesus the Messiah… because she had hope. 

The Holy Spirit, speaking through Elizabeth, has a message about hope for us 
as well: “Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord 
would be fulfilled.” Applying this to our current situation, the message takes on 
a slightly different meaning: for the remainder of this Advent season, continue to 
hope that things will improve in the coming months. And, God willing, they will.



DECEMBER 22, 2020 | Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Advent 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 1:24-28

In those days,
Hannah brought Samuel with her,
along with a three-year-old bull,
an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine,
and presented him at the temple of the LORD in Shiloh. 
After the boy’s father had sacrificed the young bull,
Hannah, his mother, approached Eli and said:
“Pardon, my lord!
As you live, my lord,
I am the woman who stood near you here, praying to the LORD. 
I prayed for this child, and the LORD granted my request. 
Now I, in turn, give him to the LORD;
as long as he lives, he shall be dedicated to the LORD.”
She left Samuel there.

Responsorial Psalm: 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd

R. My heart exults in the Lord, my Savior.
“My heart exults in the LORD,
my horn is exalted in my God.
I have swallowed up my enemies;
I rejoice in my victory.”

R. My heart exults in the Lord, my Savior.
“The bows of the mighty are broken,
while the tottering gird on strength.
The well-fed hire themselves out for bread,
while the hungry batten on spoil.
The barren wife bears seven sons,
while the mother of many languishes.”

R. My heart exults in the Lord, my Savior.
“The LORD puts to death and gives life;
he casts down to the nether world;
he raises up again.
The LORD makes poor and makes rich,
he humbles, he also exalts.”

R. My heart exults in the Lord, my Savior.
“He raises the needy from the dust;
from the dung heap he lifts up the poor,
To seat them with nobles
and make a glorious throne their heritage.”

R. My heart exults in the Lord, my Savior.

Gospel: Luke 1:46-56

Mary said:

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
my spirit rejoices in God my savior.
for he has looked upon his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm,
and has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever.”

Mary remained with Elizabeth about three months and then returned to her home.

REFLECTION written by Deacon Luis Royo
Director of Hispanic Ministries at St. Thomas More

Today’s readings present us with two of the most profound prayers in the Bible 
which are somehow intertwined to each other: the prayer of Hannah and the 
“Magnificat” of the Virgin Mary.

Their prayers reveal the love of God for the poor and His plan of Salvation. S. 
John Paul II in commenting of Mary’s words he said they describe “God’s love of 
preference for the poor and humble, that love which, celebrated in the Magnificat, is 
later expressed in the words and works of Jesus”.i

In revealing God’s plan, the Magnificat use seven verbs in Aoristo- a form of a verb 
for an action that has already initiated without indicating its completion yet. Pope 
Benedict XVI in reflecting on those verbs he states: “In these seven divine acts, the 
“style” that inspires the behavior of the Lord of history stands out: he takes the part 
of the lowly. His plan is one that is often hidden beneath the opaque context of 
human events that see “the proud, the mighty and the rich” triumph.”ii

Advent is challenging for me because if God has taken the risk of becoming man 
in Jesus for loving with words and deeds to those in need, then I cannot remain 
indifferent. Am I ready to love with preference the poor, the immigrant, the sick, 
the strange? Jesus was so eager to joining the poor and afflicted, why I am always 
looking for joining the powerful instead?

i John Paul II Redemptoris Mater #37
ii Benedict XVI General Audience February 15 2006



DECEMBER 23, 2020 | Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Advent 

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24

Thus says the Lord GOD:
Lo, I am sending my messenger
to prepare the way before me;
And suddenly there will come to the temple
the LORD whom you seek,
And the messenger of the covenant whom you desire.
Yes, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts.
But who will endure the day of his coming?
And who can stand when he appears?
For he is like the refiner’s fire,
or like the fuller’s lye.
He will sit refining and purifying silver,
and he will purify the sons of Levi,
Refining them like gold or like silver
that they may offer due sacrifice to the LORD.
Then the sacrifice of Judah and Jerusalem
will please the LORD,
as in the days of old, as in years gone by.

Lo, I will send you Elijah, the prophet,
Before the day of the LORD comes,
the great and terrible day,
To turn the hearts of the fathers to their children,
and the hearts of the children to their fathers,
Lest I come and strike the land with doom.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14

R. Lift up your heads and see; your redemption is near at hand.
Your ways, O LORD, make known to me;
teach me your paths,
Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my savior.

R. Lift up your heads and see; your redemption is near at hand.
Good and upright is the LORD;
thus he shows sinners the way.
He guides the humble to justice,
he teaches the humble his way.

R. Lift up your heads and see; your redemption is near at hand.
All the paths of the LORD are kindness and constancy
toward those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
The friendship of the LORD is with those who fear him,
and his covenant, for their instruction.

R. Lift up your heads and see; your redemption is near at hand.

Gospel: Luke 1:57-66

When the time arrived for Elizabeth to have her child she gave birth to a son. 
Her neighbors and relatives heard
that the Lord had shown his great mercy toward her, and they rejoiced with her. 
When they came on the eighth day to circumcise the child,
they were going to call him Zechariah after his father,
but his mother said in reply,
“No. He will be called John.” 
But they answered her,
“There is no one among your relatives who has this name.” 
So they made signs, asking his father what he wished him to be called. 
He asked for a tablet and wrote, “John is his name,”
and all were amazed.
Immediately his mouth was opened, his tongue freed, and he spoke blessing God.
Then fear came upon all their neighbors,
and all these matters were discussed
throughout the hill country of Judea.
All who heard these things took them to heart, saying,
“What, then, will this child be?”
For surely the hand of the Lord was with him.

REFLECTION written by Kathy Siemer
Sacristan, Catholic Daughter, member of the Rosary group

In these readings, who is this messenger and what is his role? He’s been sent to 
prepare for God’s coming and to purify anything that is not of value.

Okay, so I’m clear on this…but what does this have to do with me? Please take a 
few moments to reflect on the following scenario (taken from my Bible) on Malachi 
3:1-2:1:

“Prophet: Prepare the way of the Lord!

Listener: Who, me?

Prophet: Yes, of course, you!

Listener: But that’s John the Baptist’s job.

Prophet: Was. That was John the Baptist’s job. Now, it belongs to you, as a 
follower of Christ.

Listener: So, what do I do? Where do I start?

Prophet: Listen to Jesus. Nurture your relationship with God through prayer and 
the sacraments. Live a happy, holy, and healthy life in order to be a light for 
others. Share what you believe with others so that they can also find their way. 
By the way, you are not alone.

Listener: You mean there are a lot of us preparing the way?

Prophet: That’s right.

Listener: Well, then, I’m on my way - or rather, we are on God’s way.”

Praise God! Amen!



DECEMBER 24, 2020 | Thursday of the Fourth Week of Advent 

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 

When King David was settled in his palace,
and the LORD had given him rest from his enemies on every side,
he said to Nathan the prophet,
“Here I am living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God dwells in a tent!” 
Nathan answered the king,
“Go, do whatever you have in mind, for the LORD is with you.” 
But that night the LORD spoke to Nathan and said:
“Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD:
Should you build me a house to dwell in?

“‘It was I who took you from the pasture and from the care of the flock
to be commander of my people Israel. 
I have been with you wherever you went,
and I have destroyed all your enemies before you. 
And I will make you famous like the great ones of the earth. 
I will fix a place for my people Israel;
I will plant them so that they may dwell in their place
without further disturbance.
Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they did of old,
since the time I first appointed judges over my people Israel.
I will give you rest from all your enemies. 
The LORD also reveals to you
that he will establish a house for you. 
And when your time comes and you rest with your ancestors,
I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins,
and I will make his Kingdom firm.
I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me.
Your house and your Kingdom shall endure forever before me;
your throne shall stand firm forever.’”

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
The favors of the LORD I will sing forever;
through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.
For you have said, “My kindness is established forever”;
in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
“I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
I have sworn to David my servant:
Forever will I confirm your posterity
and establish your throne for all generations.”

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
“He shall say of me, ‘You are my father,
my God, the rock, my savior.’

Forever I will maintain my kindness toward him,
and my covenant with him stands firm.”

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Gospel: Luke 1:67-79

Zechariah his father, filled with the Holy Spirit, prophesied, saying:

“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;
for he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his prophets he promised of old
that he would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to set us free from the hand of our enemies,
free to worship him without fear,
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
to give his people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

REFLECTION written by Laura Olson
Member of the Catholic Mothers Network, catechist for the RCIA program

My three-year-old enters the room and says, “Mama, can we please have some 
Mama time?” She longs for this closeness many times in a day. She wants me to be 
her source of comfort, strength, justice, and love. 

I sometimes think that it is under my intellect and power that I build my house, 
where my family takes shape. Rather, it is the Lord to King David who has made all 
successes possible and who continues to bring about good from all that is. Today 
we wait for the coming of the Lord, in 2020. 

How can I be that little child who is not afraid to run up to our Lord for all I need? 
Like a child who does not understand the workings of the world, can I trust that 
Jesus will be this “guide for our feet in the way of peace”?



DECEMBER 25, 2020 | The Nativity of the Lord

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings glad tidings,
announcing peace, bearing good news, announcing salvation, and saying to Zion,
“Your God is King!”

Hark!  Your sentinels raise a cry, together they shout for joy,
for they see directly, before their eyes, the LORD restoring Zion.
Break out together in song,
O ruins of Jerusalem!
For the LORD comforts his people, he redeems Jerusalem.
The LORD has bared his holy arm in the sight of all the nations;
all the ends of the earth will behold the salvation of our God.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
Sing to the LORD a new song,
   for he has done wondrous deeds;
his right hand has won victory for him, his holy arm.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
The LORD has made his salvation known:
   in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness toward the house of Israel.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
All the ends of the earth have seen
   the salvation by our God.
Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; break into song; sing praise.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.
Sing praise to the LORD with the harp,
   with the harp and melodious song.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn sing joyfully before the King, the LORD.

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6

Brothers and sisters:
In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways to our ancestors through the prophets;
in these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son,
whom he made heir of all things and through whom he created the universe,
who is the refulgence of his glory, the very imprint of his being,
and who sustains all things by his mighty word.
When he had accomplished purification from sins,
he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high, as far superior to the angels

as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say: You are my son; this day I have begotten you?
Or again: I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me?
And again, when he leads the firstborn into the world, he says:
Let all the angels of God worship him.

Gospel: John 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things came to be through him, and without him nothing came 
to be. What came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race; the 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. A man named John was sent 
from God. He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
was not the light, but came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came to be through him, but the world 
did not know him. He came to what was his own, but his own people did not accept him.

But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to those who believe 
in his name, who were born not by natural generation nor by human choice nor by a man’s 
decision but of God. And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw 
his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. John testified to him and 
cried out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘The one who is coming after me ranks ahead of 
me because he existed before me.’” From his fullness we have all received, grace in place of grace, 
because while the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No 
one has ever seen God. The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s side, has revealed him.

REFLECTION written by Fr. Scott McCue
Pastor of St. Thomas More

The end of the Gospel reading for Mass During the Day on Christmas reads:

And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his 
glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)

In the fullness of time, the Word became flesh. God came and dwelt among us. 
Think about everything you know of God and then think of the fact that this God 
chose to become one of us in all things but sin. The Nativity of the Lord marks that 
day when all creation rejoiced for God, our God, had been born among us.

We have been placed together. You and me. A Pastor and his people. I thank God 
for that because in you, I see the Christ incarnate. In you, I see the love of God 
poured out. In you, I see the beauty of the nativity. Even when you are not at your 
best, when you are having a bad day, when life seems to get the best of you, I see 
Jesus, the Word made flesh. Christ’s incarnation made the human condition holy. 
He redeemed all of our flaws, cleaned up our messiness, saved us from sin and 
made us like Himself. How great is that?

Merry Christmas.



NOTES NOTES




