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Christmas 2020 

Wish lists.  It is rather easy to create one.  We can go on Amazon, 

choose what we want, and add it to our list. We can then send that link 

to our closest family and friends, so they know what to buy us. I asked 

that all parish email be sent his year with my Amazon list but that was 

not done for some reason.  

In days gone by, however, it was not so easy to make a wish list.  

You had to rely on commercials or what you say in the store or this…to 

make your wish list.  This is The Great American Wishbook from Sears 

from 1990.  How many of you had these in the olden days?  You would 

page through it, seeing what was new in fashion, toys or hardware to 

see what you wanted to wish for at Christmas.   Let’s see what we 

would have been wishing for in 1990: 

• A lot of Barbie stuff: Sophisticated Lady Porcelain Barbie: 

$225 

• The Singing Machine: AM/FM stereo, dual cassette with 

microphone: $89.98 

• Trivial Pursuit: $26.00 

• Rock’em Sock’em Robots: $22.77 

• Atari 7800: $59.95. Ms. Pacman game to play on it: $17.97 

• Garfield Phone: $49.99 

• Commodore 64 Computer with 64K of Ram, Monitor, 

mouse, dot matrix printer, disk drive: $895.00 

• Magnavox VCR with Hi-Fi: $449.76 

• LXI AM/FM Walkman: $27.89 

The wishes of 1990.  I had the Atari 2600. Never got the 7800.  We 

did have Commodore 64 computers in High School.   
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My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, we have arrived at 

Christmas. We have arrived at that day that celebrates the Lord’s 

incarnation. His birth into human history in the fullness of time. 

Christmas is a time for wishing.  You make your list, and you wish, and 

you wait. You wait to see if what you want will be under the tree.  Some 

of you are anxiously waiting for the morning, ready to run downstairs 

for your wish to come true. Parents, you may wish that your credit card 

company will not send your bill next  month.  More profoundly, we 

wish this Christmas for a better 2021. We wish for an end to this 

pandemic. We wish for life to be like it use to be. We wish for peace in 

our world, our nation, our communities.  We wish for many things for 

our families, our friends.  

Wishing is a part of our story-the story of humanity and it  is part 

of the story of God. Theologian NT Wright has said that the Old 

Testament is a story in search of an ending.  Robert Kaylor says that  

 

The Old Testament is  the story of God creating the world and 

creating humans to reflect his glory within it. The humans fail, however, 

and God begins a rescue operation. God chooses a family, the family of 

Abraham, and tells Abraham that through his family “all the families of 

the earth will be blessed.” Abraham’s family will eventually suffer as 

slaves in Egypt, be freed by Moses, wander in the desert for 40 years, 

and establish a kingdom in a land of their own. But they can’t stop the 

sin that has plagued them since the beginning. Eventually, they are 

taken away from their homeland in exile by a foreign power and after 

70 years are allowed to return. Still, for most of their history, they are a 

subject people, oppressed and disappointed like kids who hope for toys 

and get coal in their stockings instead. 
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Israel wished and waited.  Our Advent waiting reflects this time 

when the Israelites waited for their Messiah.  The people in Isaiah’s day 

through the days of Jesus, waited for the Messiah in the midst of 

violence, slavery, oppression, occupation by a foreign power and 

poverty.  They longed for the promised Messiah. They wanted someone 

who would come and set them free.  Isaiah preached words to them as 

he spoke about this Messiah who would come: Wonder-Counselor, 

God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.  This was the one for who 

they hope, this was the wish of Israel.  

We see too in the New Testament how people like Simeon and 

Anna waited for the Messiah to come.  Mary and Joseph go  and 

present Jesus in the temple to the High Priest, Simeon. He then sings 

his canticle: “Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; your word has 

been fulfilled: my own eyes have seen the salvation which you have 

prepared in the sight of every people: a light to reveal you to the 

nations and the glory of your people Israel. “  The wish was fulfilled.   

 When we think about Christmas, we think about a time for wishes 

to be fulfilled.  But for us who are people of faith, we who are Christian, 

we know that our wish has already been fulfilled. And it is has been 

fulfilled in Christ.   Christ has come as the fulfillment of everything for 

which we had hoped.   Sure, we can look in a lot of different places to 

find fulfillment.  We can find momentary pleasure in money or food or 

power or pleasure or things from the Sears Catalogue or Amazon. But 

you know what, when we strip away all of those, do we really have 

happiness?  No. No.  Some 2000 years ago, in an obscure place called 

Bethlehem, light came into the world.  Jesus was born.  A stare shone 

above a manger.  Shepherds in the fields rushed to see what was 

happening. Angels, the hosts of heaven gathered.  Later, Magi from the 

East would come to present gifts to this newborn king.  This would be 

Israel’s long hoped for Messiah.  Yes, he would be a very different 
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Messiah that anyone expected. But he would be the fulfillment of that 

promise of which Simeon spoke.  He would be the light to the nations 

and that gift will last forever.  God has come and pitched his tent 

among his people. God has come to stay. That is what the incarnation  

teaches us.  God took on human flesh. He became  one of us in all 

things but sin.   

So, what is your wish this Christmas?  What is your true wish for 

your heart?  What is your true wish for your soul?  What is your true 

wish for your faith?  I hope it is that Christ will come to renew you. That 

Christ will come to shine in you. That Christ will come to help you to 

press on during a time when everything in our world is different.  Yes, 

we wish for life before 2020. We wish for life like we knew it last 

Christmas.  Yet, we find ourselves in a different place, a different time, 

a new reality.   But the fact of the matter is that God still comes to us. 

Maybe this year, He comes to us like never before. Maybe this year, 

God is trying to speak to us in new ways.  Maybe God is trying to speak 

to us in our disappointment at not being able to be with extended 

family this Christmas.  Maybe God is trying to speak to us in not having 

had as much to do this last  month-think no Christmas parties. Maybe 

God is trying to tell us something in having more time on our hands to 

spend good and quality time with our family at home, putting up a tree 

and stringing lights.   This may not be the Christmas we would have 

wished for in many ways but it is the Christmas that we have.  What will 

we do with it? How can we see God with new eyes? Israel had an idea 

of who the Messiah should be. The one who came, was very different.  

We may wish that God was this or that.  But God is God and we have to 

open up our eyes to see God like never before.  

We wish for lots of stuff in life.  May our Christmas wish this year  

be that  the Prince of Peace will come anew into our  hearts and help us 
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see with new eyes.  Let us wish for hearts open to receiving and 

knowing Christ, our longed-for Messiah.   Amen.  

 

 


