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2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time B (Jan. 17, 2021-STM: 8:00 & 10:00) 

 If you have an iPhone, you know that there is a feature called “Do Not Disturb.”   It is the 

little “moon” icon.  You activate that perhaps when you want to take a nap and do not want 

anyone waking you from your slumber. Now, if you really love someone, you would enable the 

“emergency bypass” feature on their contact listing so they can get through even if you have 

your phone on “Do Not Disturb.” However, you really, really need to love that person to do this.  

I bet Eli wished he had at least a “Do Not Disturb” sign on his door.  

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus,  today in our first reading we have the call 

of Samuel.  The problem, the call comes during nap time.   Samuel was training under the 

priest, Eli.  Eli is in his room trying to catch a few Z’s and Samuel is in the temple near the ark of 

the Lord.  The Lord calls out “Samuel, Samuel.”  The response? “Here I am!”  Samuel thinks that 

Eli is calling him.  He runs to Eli and says, “Here I am, you called me.”  Eli is n/ot happy. He is 

trying to get some sleep.  In his grogginess, Eli says “It was not me.”  Samuel goes back to the 

temple and hears this call again. He rushes back to Eli.  “It wasn’t me…go away.” Parents, does 

this sound familiar? All you wanted was a few moments of rest and the pesky child keeps 

coming “mom, mom, mom, mom, mom.”  And you are like: “Go away, go away, go away.”    

Samuel hears the call a third time and goes back to Eli.  “Eli, Eli. Eli. Eli.” Now, as he assuredly 

awakes from his slumber, Eli begins to understand what is happening. He comes to figure out 

that maybe Samuel is being called by the Lord.  He gives him advice: “Go to sleep, and if you are 

called, reply, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”  And that is what happens.  Samuel 

hears the call of the Lord and responds.  

 The call of Samuel came when it was not expected: at naptime. It did not come during 

worship, on a high holy day.  It came when everyone was snoozing.  It seems God is a God of 

surprises.  The scriptures tell us this: God called Rebekah while she was drawing water at the 

well, Amos was off picking fruit when he got the call, Paul was riding his horse on the road to 

Damascus, T.S. Eliot was working at a bank, C.S. Lewis was riding in the side care of his brother’s 

bike, John Newton, author of the hymn "Amazing Grace," repented while lashed to a ship's 

wheel in a storm.  God speaks in the unexpected. We should be prepared to listen to how we 

are being called by God to live our life.   

 In our gospel, we hear about the call of Simon Peter and Andrew. What was the 

question of Jesus?  “What are you looking for?”  In other words, “what are you doing with your 

life?”  “Where are you going?”  Samuel was being called to a life of service to God. Simon Peter 

and Andrew were being called into discipleship.  The question posed to two of them is a valid 

one for us as well: “What are you looking for?”   What are you really looking for in life?   

Sometimes we only consider this after a colossal failure or empty success.  Perhaps we ask the 

question during a mid-life crisis or as we get closer and closer to death.      It is important that 

we answer this question as we move through our life of faith.  Christian maturity is a gradual 

thing.  We move from curiosity to interest, to commitment, to maturity over a period of time.  

That is what happened with these two disciples.     
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 So, where are you?   What are you looking for?     Are you wrestling with profound 

doubts and questions?  Are you at the stage of curiosity?  Are you committed and growing?  

These are all okay. We do not have to have a full-grown faith from the start.  Each of us arrives 

to Christian faith in different ways, along different paths, influenced in different ways.  It can be 

a gradual, merciful, zig-zag journey of ups and downs. There are triumphs and failures. Take 

heart, have patience, forgive yourself. Relax. Remember, the best meals in life are not fast-

food.  The best meals are those that take a while to prepare and a while to eat a savor.  

Wisdom rises slowly in the soul like home-baked bread.  You cannot microwave it.       

 But here is the thing about faith: is not something we own. Mature faith owns us.  We 

never master faith. Faith masters us.  And we are not really seeking Christ.  When we discover 

Christ, we find out it was he who was always seeking us.  God always takes the initiative.   The 

gospel shows us this.  Sure, these disciples followed Jesus after John the Baptist sent them in his 

direction.  But it was the question of Jesus that stirred something in their souls.  “What are you 

looking for?”  He was asking these would-be apostles to think about THE question.  What do 

you really, really want in life?  What was their answer? They gave their life.  They were seeking 

God, God who had already found them.       And what happened after all of this? They ran off 

and told everyone that they had found the Messiah.   This tells us that Christian faith is not a 

private matter. It is a shared story.    They told of this newfound love-the love of Christ.  

 This is ultimately what entering into a relationship with Christ is all about. This is what 

answering the call is all about-falling in love. Think about how you felt when you fell in love with 

someone.  It was a deep, down feeling that was hard to describe but you knew you were crazy 

for the person.  Everything in your being told you that.  And you probably could not keep quiet 

about it. Someone madly in love, shows it, for the most part.    Mature faith is a faith that is love 

with God and that takes a long time, sometimes our who life.  It can take our whole life to fall in 

love with God again and again, deeper and deeper. And that is okay. We just need to keep 

responding to the question “What are you looking for?”    

 (10:00: We have with us today some folks who have been looking for something, for 

someone, for a new church home.   We welcome into full communion with us: Bruce, Kathryn, 

Makayla and Erik.  They have come to us from different faith traditions.  They have followed 

different zig-zag roads to get here to this point.  I always meet with the candidates before I 

initiate them because I want to hear how they got to this point of being asked to become 

Catholic. What stirred in their heart? What was the spark, the thing that made them take the 

leap to become one of us crazy Catholics?  For some, it was gradual. For others it was a key 

moment of conversion.   But at some point, they heard the call, that voice beckoning them 

here, to this place, to Mother Church, to their new home.  Bruce, Katherine, Makayla and Erik: 

we love that you have found a home with us.  The Church fully takes you into Her embrace 

today.   Today you begin to share with us our full sacramental life. You have found, hopefully, 

what you are looking for here with us) 
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 We can answer lots of different calls in life.  We can look for fulfillment in a lot of places.  

We can live a very restless life.  We can think we are happy or content or fulfilled or, even in 

love. But we may be in love with the wrong things.  Samuel finally heard and understood who 

was calling him.  Simon-Peter and Andrew were invited to come and see what Jesus was all 

about so they could figure out if He was truly the One whom they sought.    

 So, what are you looking for?   Maybe it is happiness, peace, joy, health, love. Maybe 

during this pandemic, it is a sense of normalcy in life.  It has been 10 months since we have 

known normalcy.  Are you looking for hope, consolation, strength?   All good things.  But we get 

there only by giving that initial response.  Only when we admit we want to see where Jesus is 

staying-meaning we want to enter into his house-live under his tent-that we can truly begin to 

be satisfied.   But first, we must listen and listen clearly so that we may, Like Samuel, answer 

the call and say “Speak Lord, your servant is listening.” Amen. 

 

  (portions adapted from: Jenny Cromie, Proclaim 1/17/21,  Graceworks 1/17/21) 


