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Mary, Mother of God 2021 

A little girl who was watching her parents dress for the New Year’s Eve party.  When she 
saw dad donning his tuxedo, she warned, “Daddy, you shouldn’t wear that suit.”  “And why not 
darling?” The girl responded:  “You know that it always gives you a headache next morning.”   
Hopefully we do not have people here or at home with too bad of a headache. 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today we usher in a new year. Today we 
begin 2021, a new year of grace.  And do we not need a new year of grace more than ever 
before?  I have seen different images and cartoons depicting 2020 in the paper and on the 
internet.  One of the most common-a dumpster fire.  Most of us are happy to see 2020 gone.  
However, however, we cannot entirely dismiss last year.  Yes, it has been perhaps the most 
trying year of our lives.  We have lost loved ones to COVID.  ICU beds are full.  Many have lost 
jobs.  This church sat empty for many months.  So much civil unrest was played out before our 
eyes.  We saw how sin of racism continues to plague us.  The election season was ugly.   But 
within 2020, there was good-there was grace.  It happened through compassionate care shown 
by doctors and nurses who put themselves on the front lines each day. It happened through 
donations of food and clothing and gift cards right here at STM for those most in need. It 
happened as families perhaps became a little closer and life slowed down. For sure, we wish 
COVID never happened and 2020 was to be remembered for something other than a pandemic. 
However, that is not the case.  And we for we who are people of faith, we have to see how God 
was at work, even in the midst of this horrible pandemic.   

Now we begin 2021.  We begin this year still in the effects of COVID. Yet, we are here.  
And we approach this year with faith and confidence.  We look for this new year of grace to 
somehow be better and for God to work anew in our lives. The new year gives us a chance to 
think, to renew and to ponder.  The gospel tells us today that Mary, after having given birth to 
Christ and after welcoming the shepherds, she “kept all of these things, reflecting on them in 
her heart.”     Mary, taking care of the infant Jesus, had a lot to think about.  Parents, you have 
had that experience of looking down at your newborn in your arms and wondering what the 
child will become, what adventures you will have together, how this child will impact the world. 
Mary did all of that as she looked down at the baby Jesus.  She reflected in her heart what had 
happened-how an angel’s greeting had led her to this moment where she now held God’s son 
in her arms.   

The start of 2021 gives us the chance to think back into 2020-to think about what we 
want to forget, to think about how we were blessed in this last year and look ponder what the 
new year may hold for us as well.   The fact of the matter is that we are still here.  Despite the 
struggles of the last year, despite the challenges to our faith, despite us having good reason to 
run away and say that God has forgotten the world, we are still here.  We still gather here at 
this table to receive the one who Mary first held in her arms.  Today we name Mary, Mother of 
God.  For that is her truest identity-as a mother who cares for her child.  We pray that Mary 
holds us in her maternal arms this year.  We pray that she intercedes for the Church-for us, the 
people of God who are struggling to continue to know this God in our life and come to see Him 
even in the midst of great challenges. 



2 
 

I do not know what I will be saying on this day year from now.  I do not know what our 
world will look like.  But I do know that there will be things for what we will be able to give 
thanks. There will be memories of sorrow and moments of trial. But there will be moments of 
grace and blessings as well.   And for this new year, the words of today’s first reading from 
Numbers say it all: 

The Lord bless you and keep you! 

The Lord let his face shine upon you and be gracious to you! 

The Lord look upon your kindly and give you peace.  

Amen. 


