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30th Sunday in Ordinary Time B-12 (Oct. 24, 2021 STM: 5:15, 11:15-w/speaker for Increased 
Offertory Appeal). 

 Have you ever felt stuck? Have you ever felt confused, unable to get yourself out of a 
situation?  Have you experienced things not being clear?  Have you ever experienced darkness?  
Often in a state of depression, we tend to shut the curtains and turn out the lights.  We create 
an illusion of distancing ourselves from reality.    Bartimaeus, who meet today in the gospel, 
was stuck, lost, confused, and in darkness.  And maybe it’s not by chance that the encounter 
described in this Gospel passage happens in Jericho – the city built below sea level, the city that 
represents the abyss of humanity, our miseries, the places into which we feel sunken, 
depressed and especially alone. 

 Bartimaeus lived a lonely life. He was paralyzed in loneliness. We do not know how he 
got to be this way. He really did, at this point in his life, want someone to stop, to listen, to talk 
to him, to help him get out of his darkness, out of this situation in which he is stuck.   But the 
good news about Bart, we can call him Bart for a second, is that he knew he needed help, and 
mercy and grace and forgiveness.  Contrast that to James and John who we heard about last 
week.  Jesus asked James and John “what do you want me to do for you?”  Their answer: “we 
want to sit on your right and your left.” They wanted places on honor, prestige, recognition.  
Today, Jesus asks that same question to a blind beggar “What do you want me to do for you?” 
The answer: “I want to see.”    Bart is the opposite of James and John.  They were living in an 
ego-centric world.  Bartimaeus lived in a world of surrender. He was ready to surrender himself 
to Christ, to God’s grace. He was ready to get unstuck from his situation. He was ready for new 
life. Bartimaeus doesn’t argue for his own righteousness or about the unfairness of it all. He 
simply wants mercy. Here is the original sinner’s prayer: “Have mercy on me!” (Homiletics) 

This cry of Bartimaeus  got Jesus’ attention.  Jesus stopped when he heard him. Jesus 
stood still.  This allowed Bartimaeus to come to him, to find him.  The disciple goes to Jesus.   
And Bartimaeus gets rid of his cloak, this outer garment he used both to keep him warm and 
probably collect whatever coins were given to him.  This blind beggar “sprung up”, threw away 
that cloak and went to Jesus.  He did not need the cloak any longer.   He was throwing off his 
old life and preparing for the inner transformation that Jesus was about to give him. The 
disciple throws off what is not necessary, whatever it is in life that keeps him or her from going 
to Christ.     

Once Jesus gives Bartimaeus his sight, he says to him “Go away, your faith has saved 
you.”  But Bartimaeus did not go away. Rather, he went with Jesus.  He could have just ran off 
and lived his life.  Bartimaeus immediately becomes a disciple and follows Christ on the way.  
And where was Jesus going that day? To Jerusalem, to the cross.  Bartimaeus was able to see 
with his eyes and with his heart.  He gave his newfound life to Christ.  His sight was restored 
and his heart was changed. Bishop Robert Barron, commenting on this passage writes: “Once 
the soul has been transfigured, the only path that seems appealing is the one walked by Christ--
-that is to say, the path of radical self-offering, self-surrender…drinking from the well of eternal 
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life, we are inspired simply to pour ourselves out in love.”  Jesus offers us a way out of 
darkness, a way to get unstuck from our destructive ways.  He invites us to surrender.  

This is the path that Bartimaeus chose to walk.  It is path that we too must walk.  You 
and I are invited to also surrender.  Surrender our ego, surrender our own will and desire, 
surrender to Christ and follow him to the cross. We are invited to pour ourselves out in love.  
This is what the disciple does.  We do not seek honor or glory like James and John.  We seek the 
Messiah-the Christ-the One to whom we plead for mercy, the One to whom we beg would give 
us sight.   We are constantly invited into the life of Christ, but we must choose and choose well.  
We must choose to follow Christ intentionally.  This is part of our focus as a parish family.  We 
choose to walk with Christ in an intentional way.  We do this through the faithful use of our 
time, talent and treasure.   We seek to be good disciples, humble disciples, people who are in 
need of grace, sinners in need of mercy.   

 As part of our Be Intentional effort, I have asked Matt Sullivan/Matt Sebastian to speak 
with you tonight/this morning about why he has chosen to follow Christ as an intentional 
disciple and what this community means to him.  

 

—Bob Kaylor and Carl Wilton contributed to this material. 

  

 


