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31st Sunday in Ordinary Time B (October 31, 2021 STM: 7:30, 9:15) 

A rather eccentric looking young man donning an old brown suit and holding a 
small, worn, stickered suitcase walked into the center of town spun around a few times 
in the middle of the common and then looked up to the skyline. Fixing his eyes on the 
closest church steeple, he immediately made his way to the front door of the office beside 
the church. He knocked on the door and asked to speak with the pastor. When the pastor 
met him in the reception area, the young man rose to his feet and immediately stood on 
one foot. Wearing a curious expression, the pastor asked how he could help the man. The 
young man said -- I have come very far and wish to settle in this town and join your church; 
however first I would like you to instruct me in the entire faith as I stand on one foot. 
Assessing the man to be deranged, the pastor promptly showed him the door. 

Returning to the town common to repeat his spinning ritual, he headed in a new 
direction to the nearest church steeple. He made his way to the front door of the office 
and repeated his request to speak to the pastor: I have come very far and wish to settle 
in this town and join your church; however first I would like you to instruct me in the 
entire faith as I stand on one foot. Determining the young man to be irrational he also 
showed him the door. 

A third time the young man repeated his spinning ritual and headed toward 
another church steeple and knocked on the door of the office. An old, slouched and 
limping, white-bearded pastor answered the door and showed him into a sitting room. 
The young man repeated his request saying: I have come very far and wish to settle in this 
town and join your church; however first I would like you to instruct me in the entire faith 
as I stand on one foot. The pastor looked at him through timeworn but wise eyes and 
smiled saying: Love God, love your neighbor -- the rest is all commentary. At that the 
young man settled into town and joined the church. 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today the gospel presents us with the 
basic command of our Catholic Christian faith: Love God and love others.  Yes, I am going 
to preach about love again.  Maybe you think I do so too much but this is really the heart 
of it all.  If we do not get love right, nothing else makes much sense.  And Jesus Himself 
has put love as the most important commandments. Everything else, all other 
commandments and laws, depend on these two things: love of God and neighbor.  

Now, we might do really well with love of God.    That may the easier one.  But it 
has been said that the test of our love for God is whether we love others.  Think about 
that.    We can say all day long “I love God” but if at the same time we are doing nothing 
to show that we love our neighbor then we are just paying lip service to God.   The 
command given today in the gospel is paramount among all the commands and teachings 
of the Lord.  We must love God and at the same time love those around us. 
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So, what does that look like? How does love of God and love of neighbor manifest 
itself in our lives today.   We could say that we love God by coming to mass on Sunday, 
praying a novena, saying the rosary each day, going to daily mass, praying before meals, 
praying evening prayer, appreciating God’s creation in the beauty of a sunset or the 
majesty of a mountain.  These are all good things and yes, they do show our love for God.  
Yet, what is the most authentic way that we can express our love for God?  Perhaps it lies 
in that second command of Jesus to love our neighbor.  Perhaps in loving our neighbor 
we show how we really love God.    

 How can we best love our neighbor?  Christian Blogger R. Brad White,  asked his  
9 year old daughter Ashley to write a list of  ways to love your neighbor.  He said that 
“It’s always fun to get inside the head of a child, and she LOVES making lists. Here is her 
list: 

1. Walk their dog when they are not home 
2. Give them hugs when I see them 
3. Give a gift basket by the door for their B-day 
4. If someone is hurt, you can help them 
5. Give them your full attention if spoken to 
6. Let them borrow your stuff if they need to 
7. If they are carrying something heavy, help them 
8. If they’re sick, help around the house for them 
9. If put in charge of their house, don’t forget to clean 
10. Say “please” and “thank you” if given something 
11. Give them chocolate and a get well soon card if sick 
12. Offer to babysit their child 
13. Give them a compliment 
14. Give them a warm welcome when they come home 
15. Wash dishes 
16. Water the plants 
17. Clean the pool 

Some good, practical things we can do.  When you get down to it, loving one’s neighbor 
simply means we think less of ourselves and more of others.  We surrender the ego.  We 
stop living in a world that so often tells us to look out for ourselves.  No, the Christian 
life demands that we think about what someone else needs.  This is what Jesus did.  This 
is what the cross is all about. Salvation is what we needed, and Jesus went there for us. 

Jesus puts love of God and love of neighbor on the same level. That was a pretty 
big thing.  The two go hand in hand.  St. John put it all so simply, so clearly, so strongly 
when he wrote: Those who say, “My love is fixed on God,” and yet do not love their 
brother or sister, they are liars. They who have no love for their brother or sister whom 
they see, cannot love God whom they do not see.” We cannot be called liars.  If we say 
we love God, then that love must look like something.   
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The man in the story I told at the start of the homily was seeking the basics. He 
wanted to know what was at the heart of religion.  Love God and love your neighbor does 
well to speak about the very core of the gospel message.   And when we get down to it, it 
is not that hard to love God.  Worship is important.  Daily prayer is important. Recognizing 
the beauty of God around us is important.  But we must at the same time show forth that 
love in our service to and our treatment of one another.   It is easy to love God in church.  
But the true test of our commitment to the Lord and the love of Him comes when we 
leave this place, get in our car and drive home.  How do we express of our love of God 
when we leave this place?  How do we express it at our job and in our home?   How do 
we express love of neighbor in traffic?  Most of us fail at this one.  How do we express 
love of neighbor when a human need is before us, but we have something else to do? And 
how about those difficult people in our lives?  Think now about the most difficult person 
in your life.  How are you called to love that person today?  Hard task.  Christianity is hard.  
Never was meant to be easy.   We have to tackle the hard work of love.  

Tomorrow, the Church honors all the saints of our tradition.  We honor those who 
really excelled at loving God and others, some even to their death.  We are asked to just 
pick up a fraction of their love.    Start today. Get better at loving your neighbor. This could 
be your spouse, your child, your parent, your annoying co-worker. Maybe it is the person 
on the street corner asking for a couple of bucks. Maybe it is someone who you have not 
talked to in years because of a fight.  Whoever it is and whatever the situation is, take on 
the hard work of love.  For in the end, love is what saved us. Amen. 


