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32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time B (Nov. 7, 2021 STM: 9:15) 

A small church was having a reunion.  A former member who attended the celebration 
had worked hard and had become a millionaire.  When he testified about how he had grown in 
the faith, he related an incident from his childhood.  He said that when he earned his first dollar 
as a boy, he decided to keep it for the rest of his life.  But then a guest missionary preached 
about the urgent need on the mission fields.  He struggled about giving his dollar.  "However, 
the Lord won," the man said proudly, "and I put my treasured dollar in the offering basket.  And 
I am convinced that the reason God has blessed me so much is that when I was a little boy, I 
gave him everything I possessed."  The congregation was awestruck by the testimony - until a 
little old lady in front piped up, "I dare you to do it again!"     

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus,  one of the hardest lessons we learn as 
children is to share. It is an early lesson in sacrifice. Now, often this sharing lesson comes with a 
threat of consequences or a promise of a treat and it is often done begrudgingly.  “Share with 
your brother or you will not be able to play outside.”  “Share with your sister and you will get an 
extra dessert.”    The readings today speak about the importance of sharing and sacrifice in the 
Christian life.  

 The first reading recounts the story of the widow of Zarephath, who is asked to share 
when the prophet Elijah arrives on an empty belly. This woman is obviously suffering herself. 
She explains that she is down to her final provisions and is already expecting to die when the 
food runs out.  Elijah’s request is therefore putting on this widow an ultimate sacrifice. He asks 
her to give up her last meal and head to the grave with her son.   And Elijah here is not just 
asking for a toy to be shared that the widow will get back.  No, he is asking for her to give of 
everything she had.   Yet, in this widow, we see great faith. She left and did as she was told.  
She placed her faith in God and, in the end, she had more than she needed. 

 The gospel underscores the message of the first reading. We again see a “poor widow.”  
This story is known as “The Widow’s Mite.” A mite was a copper coin, the smallest coin in the 
Jewish currency. It was worth about one tenth of one cent. The amount of money she gave was 
minuscule. It is interesting that the rules of the rabbis forbade giving just one mite, because the 
expense of administering such a gift was more than the gift itself. Thus, the minimum 
acceptable offering was two mites, exactly what the widow gave. She gave all that she had. She 
gave her livelihood. Jesus is standing in the background watching this scene unfold. He 
commends the widow for her radical faith. She gave both of her coins. Not just one, but both.    
What she gave was little-some pennies.  But she gave more than anyone else. She shared 
without hesitation. This is a foreshadowing in a way of Christ’s sacrifice of which the second 
reading speaks today.  Christ offers himself to bring salvation. 

 There is an important undercurrent here to mention though.  We can easily romanticize 
the sacrifices of these widow. However, they should never have been in this position in the first 
place.   According to the law of Moses, widows were supposed to be cared for from the shared 
generosity of the community.  Logically, then, if those listening to the story of the widow of 
Zarephath or witnessing the widow in the temple had taken their responsibility to share 
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seriously, neither of these stories would have taken place. The system of shared responsibility 
was there to ensure that there would never be a poor widow in all of Israel!   The acts of these 
widows to share are admirable but they are also an indictment of the failure of the community 
to share, to sacrifice for the good of the other. People became complacent, just thinking about 
their own needs or their own family. 

 It is clear that part of the responsibility of the Christian life is that of sacrifice and 
sharing.  We can never keep all that we have and all that we are to our own self.  Jesus didn’t.  
We have to learn the importance of self-giving and this will certainly involve trust.    Self-gift 
and trust are fundamental to the life of any disciple.   So, I want to talk about some ways that 
we can be sacrificial and how trust is involved in all that. 

 Today begins the National Vocations Awareness Week. The Church in the United States 
focuses in on the great need for vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  Anyone who 
discerns this call has to come to terms with self-giving and trust.   It is a matter of giving your all 
for love of God and service to His Church. Not that it is easy. You have to trust that God will give 
you what you need in the end, that He will sustain you and help you get up when you fall down 
and console you in your doubts.  You have to trust that God will use you as He finds you.  On 
the bulletin board in the narthex, you will see our seminarians-20 of them-who are preparing 
for the priesthood. These are men who have decided to trust God’s call now, to sacrifice what 
the world sees as normal-wife and family-for the good of the Church, for the service of God’s 
holy people.  Pray for our seminarians.  And parents, encourage vocations to the priesthood.  
You saw how last year it was just me.  We need more priests.    Parents can give the gift of their 
son to the priesthood, their daughter to religious life.   

All of us though are called in whatever our particular vocation is in life to self-giving and 
sacrifice.  This is all part of the universal call to holiness.  Each of us strives to grow in intimacy 
with Christ.  Single people and those who are married, priests and religious, all of us are called 
to die to ourselves for Christ and for the good of those around us.    We should not be afraid of 
sacrifice, of giving away some of who we are and what we have.  Frederick Buechner said:  “To 
sacrifice something is to make it holy by giving it away for love.”  We can make our time, our 
will, our desires, our money, our very life holy.  We give it away in love.  We do not hold back.  
As a priest, I am asked to not hold back, to give of my whole being to Christ and His Church.  Do 
I always succeed no. no. no. But Jesus picks me up and helps me to try again.  In marriage, 
spouses are asked to sacrifice, to give themselves away to the other. Are you always successful? 
No. But hopefully God gives you the grace to go on, to try again.  

Discipleship demands that our lives be lives of service, of sacrifice, of giving.  We see  
too many examples of people who are just in this whole life thing for themselves, to 
accumulate more and more  

This week, it would be good for us to look out for ways that we can share and sacrifice a 
little more. Sacrifice is defined as “an act of giving up something valued for the sake of 
something else regarded as more important or worthy.”  Some ideas on how to do this: 
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❖ Sacrifice your some of your time each day, lend a hand.  None of us have to look very far 
to find a need, to find someone who could use our help. 

❖ Sacrifice even when it is not convenient.  Maybe what we have to do is not as important 
as we think it is. 

❖ Sacrifice the need to be right.  Often, we seemed conditioned to convince people that 
our views are right and that if we are some how proved wrong, we feel lessened 
defeated or humiliated.  Someone has said that opinions are like belly buttons, we all 
have them, so we have all the necessary ingredients to breed disagreement, conflict and 
resentment.  So what is the opposite of always needing to be right?  Compassion and 
humility.  We can sacrifice the need to be right and rather humble ourselves and 
consider that someone else may very well be right.  (Adapted from Roger Landy, MD) 

❖ Sacrifice your own will for the will of God.    It is a matter of not letting our ego get in the 
way of figuring out what God is asking of us in our life.  

❖ Sacrifice some of your money. Find a way to give some of your money away and not just 
what makes you comfortable. Give uncomfortably.    

Those two widows today gave all they had. They practiced radical trust and faithfulness.  
May we learn from them. May we learn to give as we should, to trust wherever God may be 
calling us and ultimately, to die to our own self. Amen.  


