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Christ the King B (November 21, 2021-STM: 9:15, 11:15) 

 There is one thing that Chapel Hill has no shortage of…bumper stickers.  Sitting a traffic 
light, we can sometimes gain great insights into the unknown driver in front of us.   Samples: 

• Go around me, l left on time 

• Adults on board, we want to live too 

• I brake for squirrels then yell at them like a concerned parent 

•   

• I believe in a world where chickens can cross the road without having their motives 
questioned 

• If money is the root of all evil, why do churches beg for it? 

• If you can read this, I’m not impressed, most people can read 

• I bet Jesus would have used his turn signals 

• Alcohol and calculus don’t mix. Don’t drink and derive 

• My wife told me that I’m not listening or something. 

• But then there is this one: No Gods, No Masters. No Gods. No Masters.   

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, it would seem that is how many people 
look at life these days, especially here in the United States. Afterall, we broke away from a 
monarchy. We did not want to be ruled.    But has it gone too far? Have we become too 
independent?  Do we try too hard to plan our own fate, acting like we have no master? There is 
a line from the poem “Invictus” which reads: “I am the master of my fate, I am the captain of 
my soul.”    

 If you think about TV shows and movies, who are often the heroes? People who take 
charge, who chart their own course, who reject being mastered by anyone.  Those who do not 
want to be controlled, those who reject authority.  It is American after all.   We like our 
independence.  In fact, we set off fireworks, make hot dogs and have a national holiday to 
declare just that.  For us, there are no kings, no rulers. No gods, no masters. 

 Today the Church celebrates the great Solemnity of Christ the King as we bring the 
liturgical year to close and approach the great season of Advent next week.  The readings this 
weekend focus our attention on images of royalty. We hear words about kings and rulers.  A 
king has subjects…people who submit themselves to another.  Not very American, is it?  
Submitting ourselves to someone.  Not very independent of us.  But here is a truth: we are not 
rulers of ourselves.  We do not do this alone.  We do have a God, we do have a Master.  We 
have one  God and one Master who is Jesus Christ and we, as disciples, submit ourselves to 
Him.  Oh yes, this is very different from a society that says to us that we should not let anyone 
tell us what to do or that we are in charge of our own future. According to sociologist Robert 
Bellah, 81 percent of the American people say they agree that "an individual should arrive at his 
or her own religious belief independent of any church or synagogue." Thus the key to the 
paradox is the fact that those who claim to be Christians are arriving at faith on their own terms 
-- terms that make no demands on behavior.  A woman named Sheila, interviewed for Bellah's 
Habits of the Heart, embodies this attitude. "I believe in God," she said. "I can't remember the 
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last time I went to church. But my faith has carried me a long way. It's 'Sheila-ism.' Just my own 
little voice."  No gods, no masters. 

 As much as we would like to go about this thing, we call life on our own, we will need to 
come to terms with the fact at some point or another that we are not God.  You are here today 
in this church because you recognize that God exists, and this God is actively working in the 
world.  You come here as a disciple-as one who follows. The disciple though recognizes that he 
or she is not Lord.  We follow a Lord, and we give our lives over to that Lord. Pope Francis has 
said: It would mean very little, however, if we believed Jesus was King of the universe, but did 
not make him Lord of our lives: all this is empty if we do not personally accept Jesus and if we do 
not also accept his way of being King. 

 So, what does that mean for us?  What does it mean that we give ourselves over to this 
royal Lordship of Christ?  One important thing is this: We have to accept the truth. The gospel 
presents us with this back and forth between Jesus and Pilate.  They speak of Jesus being a king 
or not, of where His kingdom might be and of the truth.  Jesus says: “You say I am a king. For 
this I was born and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs 
to the truth listen to my voice.”  If we accept the kingship of Christ and that we do have a 
master in him, then we accept there are certain truths.   

 Every time we recite the Creed at Mass like we will do today, we accept the central truths 
of our faith: I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord, who  was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried…  But the question is: do we 
really believe this?  Is this how we order our lives?  Is this truth the foundation of our lives?   Do 
we belong to this truth?   Jesus said if we belong to the truth, we listen to His voice.   Belonging 
to the truth of Christ means that we take our faith beyond the Sunday Mass.   We do not just 
belong to Christ one day a week.  We give Christ Sunday and rest of the week, we live by our 
own truth, making our own rules, being our own master, our own god.   

And so we must ask the question: Do we belong to the truth or do we live and act as if the 
truth belongs to us?  Fr. Michael Marsh has said “how we answer that question will 
determine…the choices we make, the priorities we establish, the words we speak, the actions 
we take.”  If we believe the truth belongs to us, then we are truth-shifters, those who shape the 
truth to make it fit their version of reality or to justify behavior.  No gods. No masters. 

It is important for us to listen to the voice of Christ.  Just as sheep can distinguish the voice 
of their shepherd and a child the voice of her mother in a crowd, so too must we listen for the 
summons of the King.   Sometimes we are off doing what we want, making our version of the 
truth and we listen to voices that are foreign.  Sometimes we can, unfortunately, be like 
adolescents who insist they know what they are doing, that they love their parents, but listen to 
their own counsel or take advice from peers---sometimes with bad or tragic results.    Often, we 
can become custodiams of the truth.  

On this Solemnity of Christ the King, we are being asked: Is Jesus Lord, or isn’t he?  Do we 
listen to His voice, or our own? Do we belong to God’s truth, or our own?  Do have a God? Do 
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we have a master?  We do.  We have this God, this master, this king who suffered and died for 
us, who showed us what it means to reign and to serve and to love. We have this king who 
came to bring us the truth.  Let’s live in that truth.  Not that we will always succeed. Lord knows 
we will fail and fail big time. But, we have a God who is merciful and who is willing to forgive us 
and make us whole again.  May Christ the King reign in us, in our hearts and may be we live in 
His truth. Amen.  

Portions adapted from: Deacon Nick Senger 


