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Thanksgiving Day November 25, 2021 

The Emperor Napoleon had a rule that any soldier who were 

absent without leave would be shot if captured. This rule was enforced 

without exception until a soldier who happened to be the seventeen-

year-old son of Napoleon’s cook ran away. When he was captured, his 

mother asked  Napoleon for mercy. He said, “Woman, your son doesn’t 

deserve mercy.” She replied, “Yes, of course, you’re right. He doesn’t 

deserve mercy. If he deserved it, it would no longer be mercy.” 

Napoleon responded, “Well, then, I will have mercy.” And he spared 

the woman’s son. 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, undeserved mercy.    

Mercy is never something that we deserve. Rather, it is given to us 

despite who we are or what we may have done.   On this Thanksgiving 

Day, we hear a gospel passage about ten lepers who are healed.  Jesus 

showered undeserved mercy upon them.    But do you know what the 

ultimate experience is of undeserved mercy?  The cross. It is right there 
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before us. This cross reaches back into the beginning of time, embraces 

us in the present moment and is with us as we walk into the future.  

This is a gift to us. A gift freely given. The gift of eternal life.  

 The cross is the perpetual sign of God’s undeserved mercy.  When 

we look at the cross, we never have to doubt that God loves us or that 

God forgives us.  Jesus took our sin upon himself on that cross.  Our job 

is to continually live faithful lives and to grow in our relationship with 

Christ.   

 Maybe one chief thing for which we can be thankful today is this 

mercy and the fact that life itself, this great gift, is pure grace.  

Someone once said that  “Grace is when God gives us what we don’t 

deserve. Mercy is when God doesn’t give us what we do deserve.” The 

Good News is that God’s grace and mercy is fresh and new for us every 

morning. Each day we are given the chance to experience the grace of 

God and his undeserved mercy for us.   
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 It should not surprise us that Jesus healed ten lepers.  He always 

looked out for the sickest, the weakest, the most vulnerable, the most 

sinful, the most messed up, the lost.  Does any of that sound familiar? It 

could be us at any time.  The gratitude we give today should be that of 

thanking God that we do not have to go about this thing we call life on 

our own.  We cannot rely on our own resources, our own whims, our 

own perception of what is right or wrong.  How often do we try and 

fulfill the desires of our heart in the wrong places?  And we cannot deal 

with the consequences of sin on our own.  Jesus always gives us a 

lifeline of undeserved mercy.  

 Imagine the joy of those lepers when they realized that their skin 

was healed.  No wonder they all ran off. They were overcome with joy. 

But one, one, came back and offered thanks for the undeserved mercy 

he had been given.    Hopefully that leper paid it forward. Hopefully he 

gave undeserved mercy to others.    What can mercy look like in your 

life? Here are some thoughts: 



4 
 

1. Mercy means helping anyone you know who is hurting. 
2. Mercy means being patient with people's quirks. 
3. Mercy means giving people a second chance. 
4. Mercy means doing good to those who hurt you. 
5. Mercy means being kind to those who offend you. 
6. Mercy means building bridges of love to difficult people. 
7. Mercy means valuing relationships over rules. 

It is important that we  think about who we need to forgive.  Who 

needs another chance from us?     Is there someone in our life who 

needs a little more of our patience, our understanding? Does 

undeserved mercy need to be introduced into your marriage, into the 

relationship you have with your kids, into your workplace?  Risky? 

Absolutely.  The person to whom we show undeserved mercy might 

take it for granted but we have to give it anyway.   

 Today we will gather at our Thanksgiving table with those we love 

and those who love us.  You might find someone right there who needs 

your undeserved mercy or perhaps that person is a table somewhere 

else in the country, in the world. It might be worth a phone call or a 

note to that person.    
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 Jesus today restored life to 10 lepers.  He got them out of their 

isolation, their loneliness, their misery, their pain.  He gave them dignity 

and life and healing and, above all, mercy.  May the underserved mercy 

we receive from God be the very cornerstone of our lives of 

thanksgiving and rejoicing.    For this mercy, this grace, is the greatest 

gift you and I have ever and will ever receiving. Amen.  

Portions adapted from: Fr Karl Daigle  

 


