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First Sunday of Advent C (November 28, 2021 STM: 5:15 & 7:30) 

Marguerite Higgins was a correspondent during the Korean 

conflict. One bitter winter’s day, she began interviewing a muddy 

Marine who had just returned from a grueling battle. As he opened a 

tin can of C-rations and began eating, Higgins said to the young man, “If 

I could give you anything in the world you wanted, what would you ask 

for?” The Marine thought for a moment and then said, “Give me 

tomorrow.” 

This, my dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, is what  the 

prophets promise us during Advent.  They promise us tomorrow.  They 

promise us the hope that tomorrow will come, and things will be made 

anew.  We hear today from the Prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah means “the 

Lord lifts up.” He is warned to prepare himself to stand against hatred 

and opposition form his won people.  Jeremiah remains focused on the 

words of the Lord as he witnesses the destruction and razing of the holy 

city and the temple. In the midst of this, God promises Jeremiah and 
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that the captivity of his people will last for only seventy years and God 

will make a new covenant with God’s holy people, raising up a just 

shoot from the house of David. 

We know that this new covenant would be the one that Christ 

would bring.  The new law will be written not in stone but will instead 

transform human hearts from within. God will write His law on the 

hearts of his people.  Thus, when people come to know the Lord in a 

personal way and are forgiven of their sins, a new dawn of 

righteousness and truth will break. (Anita Baird) 

So, we have the Christ, Emmanuel, as the fulfillment of this 

promise. Jeremiah’s promise of something new has been kept.  Jesus is 

that shoot from the stump of Jesse. Advent proclaims to us that Christ 

come to us each and every day and brings us the good news of 

salvation.   Christ comes to bring this newness to the earth. Fr. Henri 

Nouwen writes: 
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Advent does not lead to nervous tension stemming from expectation of 

something spectacular about to happen. On the contrary, it leads to a 

growing inner stillness and joy allowing me to realize that he for whom I 

am waiting has already arrived and speaks to me in the silence of my 

heart. 

Just as a mother feels the child grow in her and is not surprised on the 

day of the birth, but joyfully receives the one she learned to know during 

her waiting, so Jesus can be born in my life slowly and steadily and be 

received as the one I learned to know while waiting. —Henri J.M. Nouwen, The 

Genesee Diary: Report from a Trappist Monastery (Crown, 2013). 

 During these four weeks of Advent, these holy days, we know that 

Jesus comes each and every day and is born anew in us.  We receive the 

One we await.   We welcome Emmanuel each day. During these four 

weeks, God whispers to us in every candle and carol, every card and 

creche: "I love you." We’re familiar with the grand old biblical word, 

“Emmanuel.” We sing it each Advent: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” 
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Often, the Hebrew word is translated “God with us” or “God is with us.” 

Another way to translate it is, “God accompanies us.” Is that not the 

essence of the relationship we have with Jesus Christ? He comes into 

the world to accompany us on our journey, as he overtook those two 

despairing disciples on the road to Emmaus. We are not alone. He is 

with us. He accompanies us. 

 Advent reminds us of this accompaniment of Christ.  The prophets 

speak words to us to remind us to never despair, to never give up hope, 

to always remember the difference that incarnation makes.  These 

weeks lead us toward Christmas, toward the day when Christ entered 

into our world and the world was forever changed.   May these Advent 

days find us watching and waiting and hoping.  May we remember that 

Jesus makes all things new.  May we remember that this One we call 

“Emmanuel” does indeed accompany us.  I think this is what we all 

want to know: that God has not left the world, that God is still with us 

still working, still remembering His people.   No doubt, our world is full 
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of craziness and seems it has been turned upside down.  We see things 

like gun violence, deadly pandemics, racial unrest and climate 

catastrophes.  These things impact our lives.  But are we fearful and 

apprehensive?  What is our response? First, we are not afraid.  We do 

not try to interpret them as signs that the world is going to end 

tomorrow.  That is not our job.  Yes, we remain vigilant and faithful.  

We pray unceasingly that God will give us the strength to stand firm.  

And we witness that God is still speaking in our world.  God still shows 

forth His great love. (Baird) 

 The candles we light on this wreath will steadily grow over these 

four weeks and steadily remind us of tomorrow, of the hope of 

tomorrow, of the hope of Christ coming to us each day and renewing 

our restless hearts and reminding us to never forget that God is love 

and God loves us, even on our worst day.  Christ came into this world as 

one of us, as a human. He entered the messiness of our lives to sanctify 
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it.  May Emmanuel, God with us, God who accompanies us, always 

remain in our hearts and in our homes this Advent. Amen.  

 

 


