
Christmas Eve Mass

Friday, December 24, 2021

The Catholic Community of  St. Thomas More
Chapel Hill, NC

BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL CONCEIVE AND BEAR A SON, 

AND THEY SHALL NAME HIM EMMANUEL, WHICH MEANS “GOD IS WITH US.” IS 7:14





CAROLS BEFORE MASS BEGINS

“Away in a Manger”



Entrance Hymn
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

(3:00PM Mass: English verses 1-3     5:30PM Mass: Verse 1 Latin)   

I .  THE INTRODUCTORY RITES



Greeting

Penitential Act 

Gloria

Refrain for 5:30PM Mass: “Gloria in excelsis Deo.”

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect



First Reading
Isaiah 9:1-6

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah:

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom
a light has shone.
You have brought them abundant joy
and great rejoicing,
as they rejoice before you as at the harvest,
as people make merry when dividing spoils.
For the yoke that burdened them,
the pole on their shoulder,
and the rod of their taskmaster
you have smashed, as on the day of Midian.
For every boot that tramped in battle,
every cloak rolled in blood,
will be burned as fuel for flames.
For a child is born to us, a son is given us;
upon his shoulder dominion rests.
They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero,
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.
His dominion is vast
and forever peaceful,
from David’s throne, and over his kingdom,
which he confirms and sustains
by judgment and justice,
both now and forever.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm
Psalm 96: 1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13

“Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.”

I I .  L ITURGY OF THE WORD



Second Reading
Titus 2:11-14

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to Titus:

Beloved:
The grace of God has appeared, saving all
and training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires
and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age,
as we await the blessed hope,
the appearance of the glory of our great God
and savior Jesus Christ,
who gave himself for us to deliver us from all lawlessness
and to cleanse for himself a people as his own,
eager to do what is good.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Verse: “I proclaim to you good news of great joy:
today a Savior is born for us, Christ the Lord.”



Gospel
Luke 2:1-14

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus
that the whole world should be enrolled.
This was the first enrollment, 
when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town.
And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth 
to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and family of David, 
to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
While they were there,
the time came for her to have her child, 
and she gave birth to her firstborn son.
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn.

Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields 
and keeping the night watch over their flock.
The angel of the Lord appeared to them 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were struck with great fear.
The angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid;
for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people.
For today in the city of David 
a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord.
And this will be a sign for you: 
you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel,
praising God and saying:
    “Glory to God in the highest
        and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily



Profession of Faith

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit 
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son i
s adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful

In reverence for our 
Lord’s Incarnation 
on the feast of his 
birth, at the words 
that follow (up to 
and including “and 
became man”), all 
genuflect.



Presentation of the Gifts 
Thank you for your support of our parish. The 2nd collection is for the Priest Welfare and Retirement fund.

Eucharistic Prayer
Holy, Holy

Memorial Acclamation

I I I .  L ITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST



Amen

Communion Rite
Lord’s Prayer

Sign of Peace

Lamb of God

Guidelines for the Reception of Holy Communion 

We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist. Thank you for being here with 
us today. Central to Catholic belief is that of the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. We believe 

that in the Eucharistic celebration, the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Christ. This is the 
action of Christ, within the celebrating community, signifying a oneness of faith, life and worship. It is 
our hope and prayer that one day, we may realize  Christ’s prayer; “that all may be one.” Until that day, 

we are unable to offer the Eucharist to those who join us today from other faith traditions that are not in 
communion with the Catholic Church. Those Catholics who are prepared to receive Holy Communion 
today are invited to come forward. Those present not receiving Holy Communion today are invited to 

join with us in prayer and song at this time.



Communion

Meditation Hymn
“Silent Night”

Prayer after Communion 



Final Blessing and Dismissal

Recessional Hymn
“Joy to the World”

IV.  CONCLUDING RITE







Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year 
to you and yours from:

The Priests, Deacons and staff of 
St. Thomas More Catholic Church & School

940 Carmichael Street, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
919.942.1040

www.stmchapelhill.org

Music reprinted with permission under One License #A-701714.


