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4th Sunday of Advent C (Dec. 19, 2021 STM:9:15) 

It was the smell that first alerted her. Not an unpleasant smell, not at all, just different. 
Not perfume exactly. Something cool and fresh, reminding her of early morning frost or cold 
water from the well. A scent you could breathe deep into your lungs and feel them clean and 
alive. Whatever it was, Mary knew it didn’t belong on a warm spring day in Nazareth. 

After the scent, the movement. A presence, not entirely visible, but clearly there. The air 
shimmered with every color imaginable. Then the colors took on the shape of wings. Mary 
should have been afraid, but the scent and the colors were so beautiful that there could only be 
wonder. She could have stood there all day, breathing the air and admiring the colors. When 
the voice spoke, it broke the spell, and her disappointment stopped her from understanding the 
words at first. Who was talking? What were they saying? Why her? 

The message when she finally understood it was beyond ridiculous. A baby, for an 
unmarried girl, a baby from God, a holy child, a king. For a moment she suspected a joke, a 
prank played by the local boys. But there was the scent, and the colors, and Mary had to 
believe it was true. Heaven had come to call, and Mary was enveloped in its perfume. What 
could she do but say yes? 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, this is the story of Mary. The story of a 
woman who put her profound faith in God and gave her yes.  Today we hear how after this yes, 
after this encounter with God, that she set off in haste and visits Elizabeth.  And then these two 
women of the gospel meet in what we can imagine was a profound, joyful, embrace.  Elizabeth 
had conceived in her old age.  God had greatly blessed both Elizabeth and Mary.  And now we 
have this joyful encounter.  We become witnesses to the great faith of these two women. 
These two women who both had great presence within them.   They celebrate the life that now 
grows within each of them.   There was great joy in the PRESENCE of God within them and 
Mary, of course, had that in a very literal way.  

Mary and Elizabeth are celebrating today what God had done for them.  How God had 
worked in and through them.  They tell us that nothing is impossible with God and that God is 
working in our world.  In Mary, we have this sign of heaven and earth meeting.  In Elizabeth we 
have this example of faith and endurance.  Elizbeth had waited her whole life for a baby. She 
was old, beyond normal child bearing age. But, but, God had something in mind for her.  And 
she conceives John the Baptist, he would be our great Advent prophet.  John would announce 
that heaven and earth had indeed been wedded, that the Messiah was coming, that earth, 
humanity would be saved from sin.     

We have the great faith of these two women of Advent. They give us this example of 
belief that when we cooperate with God, all things are possible. They did not give up, they 
placed their faith in God. Mary always gives her “yes.” Elizabeth is that constant image of 
fidelity. God allows these two women to experience such great joy. We see this in the story of 
the Visitation today as they come together and embrace and sing praises for what God has 
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done for them. Elizabeth greets Mary and calls her the “most blessed among all women.”   
Elizabeth knew what God was doing with Mary.   

 

What does the story today teach us? What can we learn from the women of Advent?  
Well, I think it’s this. God can do great things in and through each of us. And what we think is 
impossible, can become possible when we cooperate and give ourselves over to God.  And God 
will use us as we are and where we are. It doesn’t matter our past, or what we’ve done, or 
where we have come from. As people of faith, we can cooperate with God and allow God to 
work in and through us just as he did with Mary and Elizabeth.  

 
What the Christmas story teaches us is that God comes to earth as a human, as one like 

us in all things but sin. God mixes with humanity and redeems humanity in all of its forms. Our 
world is forever graced, forever blessed, because of the Christmas event. No matter how we 
feel today or how unworthy we think we are, or  how undeserving we believe we are of God‘s 
grace and love in our life;  I am here to tell you this very clearly: God loves you passionately.  
God loves you beyond your understanding and God can do great things in and through and with 
you.  

 
Many of you have been coming here for decades or for years. Maybe you have only 

been coming here for a month or two or maybe today is your first day here. The message I want 
you to leave here with today is this: that you know the mercy and grace and love of a God who 
works in even impossible situations. This God who is so in love with His people and He wanted 
to come to earth to save them and ultimately die for them.  

 
We have this God came to earth to love us beyond our understanding to mold us into 

His image and remind us that He can work with even the most impossible of situations. He 
worked with the impossible situation of Elizabeth and she gave birth to the Baptist.  His grace 
overshadowed Mary and she brought forth the Christ Child.  Our job is to have the faith of 
Elizabeth even at times when we don’t understand why something is happening, why our 
prayer is not being answered, why God seems absent.    Our job is to be open as Mary was open 
to hearing what God had to say to her and, in turn, giving her “yes.”  

 
As we move in this final Advent days toward  the great feast of the Incarnation, let us 

adapt the attitude of Blessed Mary.   Let us adapt this attitude of Elizabeth. These two great 
women of Advent, these two great figures of faith. The story of Bethlehem reminds us that God 
approaches us through the seemingly most insignificant. Elizabeth’s song and blessing of Mary 
and their parallel pregnancies remind us that we are created for joy and that we will find it to 
the extent that we join Mary and her son in saying “Behold, I come to do your will.” (Mary M. 
McGlone) 
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