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Good Friday 2021 

 In his book on the seven last words, Timothy Radcliffe shares a story about Dom Helder 

Camara. The one time Archbishop of Recife in Brazil. 

 

Archbishop Camara had a deep sense that the very poorest people were his family. If he heard 

that one had been unjustly arrested, then he would telephone the police and say, ‘I hear that 

you have arrested my brother.’ And the police would become very apologetic. ‘Your excellency, 

we are so sorry. We did not know he was your brother. Please come and collect him.’ And when 

the Archbishop would go to the police station to collect the man, the police might say, ‘But your 

Excellency, he does not have the same family name as you.’ And Camara would reply that every 

poor person was his brother and sister. 

 My dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, on this Good Friday, our focus turns to the 

foot of the cross.  There, Jesus gives Mary and the beloved disciple into each other’s care. What 

happens in doing so? This new kingdom that Jesus establishes is for all. He brings together the 

Church as one family-in kinship.  All are brother and sister. 

 Do you remember what Jesus said to Mary at Cana? “My hour has  not yet come.”  Now, 

it has come. This is Jesus’ hour.  And in this hour, Mary shows herself as not only mother but as 

disciple.  She stands the foot of the cross. Mary stands there in place of everyone who believes 

and tries to do Jesus’ will.  

 Jesus says “behold.” He means “look.” Mary and the beloved disciple need to see in a 

new way.  They are now related to each other.  John is now brother of Jesus. Mary is now 

mother of John.  Jesus binds them together and asks them to see each other as this new family. 

In doing so, Jesus binds the Church together.   

There, at the foot of the cross, is a family. No one is excluded from standing in the midst 

of that mud, with blood dripping down. Jesus’ blood unites all believers.  There stands the poor 

and the rich.  There stands the young and the old.  There stands black and white, Asian, Latino, 

African, all colors, all nationalities.    There stands people gay or straight. There stands those are 

progressive or conservative.  The foot of the cross unites all.   

With this unity of the cross though comes mission.  Mary and the beloved disciple were 

not to remain there.  From their sorrow and their mourning they were to help build up the 

nascent Church.  For even though Christ uttered the words “It is finished” about his life on 

earth, the work of the Church was only just beginning.  The work of the Church continues.  We 

confront the world with the cross.  We confront the world with the cross.  We confront evil 

when we see it. Things like racism, sexism, poverty, violence, a general disrespect for life.  We 

confront attacks to our religious liberty.  To all of this, we show the cross which convicts the 

world.   The death of Christ can never be in vain.  Beatrice Bruteau wrote: “God’s ecstasy 

creates the world, and the world’s ecstasy realizes God.”  
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There we are, right there in the midst of that ecstasy.  We are the family of God, at the 

foot of the cross  in the mud of the world, ready to receive new life of the One who came to 

show us how to live.  He came to offer us redemption, salvation, hope, life.  To this way we say: 

“We adore you O Christ and we praise you for by your holy cross you have redeemed the 

world.” Amen.  

Adapted from: Sr. Carol Gaeke, O.P.) 

 


