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6th Sunday of Easter B (May 9, 2021, STM-5:15, 8, 10) 

Someone has made a list of nine things a Mother would never say. See if your Mom 
would ever say these things: 
1. "How on earth can you see the TV sitting so far back?"  
2. "Yeah, I used to skip school a lot, too." 
3. "Just leave all the lights on . . . it makes the house look more cheery." 
4. "Let me smell that shirt Yeah, it's good for another week." 
5. "Go ahead and keep that stray dog, honey. I'll be glad to feed and walk him every day." 
6. "Well, if Timmy's mom says it's OK, that's good enough for me." 
7. "The curfew is just a general time to shoot for. It's not like I'm running a prison around here." 
8. "I don't have a tissue with me . . . just use your sleeve." 
9. "Don't bother wearing a jacket the wind-chill is bound to improve."  
 A very happy Mother’s Day!  I think our readings today are actually very appropriate for 
Mother’s Day even though that is not how they are chosen.  The word “Love” is scattered all 
over the readings.  It is mentioned nine times in the second reading and eight times in the 
Gospel. How could I not preach on love today when it appears that much?  Love is at the heart 
of the Christian life. Love is who God is. 

 So, some important things about love: 

First, God loves all equally.  Salvation is a free gift. It is open to all who desire it. This 
means any person, of any race, of any economic state, any religion, any sexual orientation, any 
political persuasion, sinners, saints alike.  God loves each person and He loves unconditionally.  
We can never get into the business of judging who God loves and who God does not love.  
Scribes and Pharisees wondered how Jesus could associate with sinners, prostitutes and tax 
collectors. Well, how could he not. God came to earth for precisely this reason.  God came to 
the earth for love.  God came to the earth to show love, to be love incarnate. And the cross 
showed that in the most profound way. 

  Second, love is always sacrificial. On Sunday, August 16, 1987, Northwest Airlines flight 
225 crashed just after taking off from the Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport. One 
hundred fifty-five people were killed. One survived with injuries: a 4-year-old from Tempe, 
Arizona, named Cecelia. News accounts say when rescuers found Cecelia, they did not believe 
she had been on the plane. Investigators first assumed Cecelia had been a passenger in one of 
the cars on the highway onto which the airliner crashed. But when the passenger register for 
the flight was checked, there was Cecelia’s name. “Cecelia survived because, as the plane was 
falling, Cecelia’s mother, Paula Chican, unbuckled her own seat belt, got down on her knees in 
front of her daughter, wrapped her arms and body around Cecelia, and then would not let her 
go.”   Cecelia’s mother understood love. She understood sacrificial love.  What mother, what 
parent here would not protect their child? 

 God became human so we could return to God.  Jesus comes and give us life.  However, 
what does Jesus command? Love as he loves and that means loves sacrificially.   That is a 
challenge though.  To love sacrificially means we have to die to ourself a bit.   How can we do 
that? Some questions to consider: 
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• How can  you better handle intrusions on your time?   Are you willing to give up some of 
your “me” times for the good of others. It may be at the end of a long day when you are 
ready to go home and that one employee comes in and wants to speak to you.  For me, 
it can be on my way out of church after the third mass of the day and someone says 
“Father, do you have a moment?”  How can we better handle intrusions on our time? 

• How do you respond to difficult co-workers?  Can you refrain from gossip about them? 
Can you treat them with kindness? 

• Can you show some courtesy to drivers who cut you off?  Can you? Maybe this is the 
hardest one.  

• Can you put the needs of your spouse, child, parent, neighbor before your own? 
• Can you disagree agreeably with people holding different political or religious opinions 

than you?  Many struggled with this last year.   

That last point leads me to something important to say: often we will have people in our 
life, especially those we love, who have made choices or behave in a way that we disagree 
with.  Loving and accepting behavior are not the same thing.  Love is more than agreement 
or approval.   There is a difference in condoning sin and loving someone.  Remember, God 
does not bless sin but God does love sinners.    God loves us regardless of our choices-even 
if the choice is unwise or sinful.   We have this thing called freewill and God will not take 
that away from us.  We make our choices in life.  Our loved ones make their choices in life.  

 A grandfather told the story of how he handles grandchildren who were making 
decisions he regards as immoral, unwise or selfish. He said, “You are not asking me for 
advice, permission, or blessing, are you?”  When the answer was no, he would proceed to 
say: “Thank you for sharing. I love you.” He explained, “They know where I stand, but I give 
them the same freedom that God gives me and all of us,”  Some good advice.  

Bottom line today: we cannot make God stop loving us.  Sure, we can refuse God’s love 
and God’s love can only touch us if we are open to that love.   The love of God is not a 
response to our love. God is the primary mover. God loved first.  We did not earn that love.  
And love should never be earned. It should always be freely given. Love should never be 
conditional. Lovers are supposed to love unconditionally.  God invites us to accept His love 
and love Him and others in return.  How did Thomas Aquinas define love? “To want the 
good of the other.”    

 So, whom do you find most difficult to love? Can you bring that person to 
prayer? Can you ask God to bless him or her? And if this is someone you really, really do not 
like and almost hate, lift that person up in prayer. How can we hate someone we lift up in 
prayer?  We say we are Christian. We say we are Catholic. We say we want to love as God 
loves.  Well, that involves unconditional love. It involves sacrificial love and tolerance and 
the sacrifice that we make may be our dislike and even our hatred of someone.  May we 
today open ourselves up to receiving God’s incarnate love so we can better love others. 
Amen. 
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Portions adapted from: Mary Lynne Rapien. 


