
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 14, 2021 

 

Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas More, 

 

Thank you all for your patience and cooperation during these past 15 months as our  parish community 

has navigated our way through the changing circumstances of COVID-19.   I am grateful for your 

cooperation with our parish policies and practices.  Our goal has always been to move the parish slowly 

back toward normal operations in a safe and effective way.   

 

Following the announcement by the CDC on May 13,  Governor Cooper today lifted the statewide mask 

mandate and social distancing requirements.  This is the clearest indication yet that receiving the 

vaccination is the best way to protect ourselves and eliminate community spread of COVID-19.  I continue 

to urge all parishioners to get vaccinated.  

 

As a result of these announcements, we will lift the restrictions and limitations at St. Thomas More 

effective immediately. Fully vaccinated people are no longer required to wear masks indoors or outdoors 

while at Mass or for other parish events. Those people who are not yet vaccinated are asked to wear 

masks while in our parish facilities as we continue to be concerned for the common good.  Section 1 of 

the church (near the tapestry wall) will be set aside for those who wish to maintain social distancing.  

Those seated in this section of the church should wear masks as well. We will also continue to offer seating 

in the Friend and Family Hall.  We will also continue to livestream the 10:00 am and 1:00 pm Masses.  

 

St. Thomas More Catholic School will follow guidelines from the Superintendent of Catholic Schools of the 

Diocese of Raleigh. Until such guidelines are changed, the school setting will continue the use of masks 

and social distancing, and this includes Friday Mass with the school. Please be mindful of those who have 

not yet been vaccinated, especially children.  

 

Bishop Zarama continues to dispense the faithful from their Sunday obligation.  While this 

dispensation is applicable to all, it is continued primarily for the elderly, sick, those who have 

pre-existing health conditions or other vulnerable people.  

 

I renew my gratitude to our Return to Jerusalem Task Force who continues to advise me on the pandemic, 

our parish staff and all of our ushers who have assisted with seating at Mass.   I am happy that we are one 

step closer today to what we knew of parish life before COVID.   

 

In His Love, 

 

 
Fr. Scott McCue 

Pastor  


