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14th Sunday in Ordinary Time B: STM, July 4, 2021  7:30, 11:15 (not used at 5:15). 

 Recently, we have been doing a number of interviews for some open staff positions.  We 
have a bunch of questions we ask depending on the position.  However, there is one standard, 
age old interview question that we ask:  what are your strengths and weaknesses?  If you are 
going on an interview, you should always be prepared for that question.  Most people begin 
with their strengths. After all, our culture is somewhat fixated on bring strong.   It is always 
easier to come up with our strong points. Once in a while though, the person being interviewed 
begins with their weaknesses.  I admire that…being able to easily identify your weakness.      It is 
really a strength in itself.  Now, some of us are more in touch with our weaknesses than others.  
Weaknesses can be a whole host of things:   greed, selfishness, being disorganized, being 
judgmental, having a big ego. You can add to the list.  (I would not exactly recommend saying all 
those things in an interview, but you get the point. 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today we hear from St. Paul writing to the 
Church in Corinth.  Paul speaks about a “thorn in the flesh.”  It was probably actually more like a 
stake in his side than a thorn.  Scripture scholars have not been able to pinpoint what this was.  
Maybe it was lingering effects of having been blinded, maybe it was some kind of aliment from 
the beatings and abuse he suffered for preaching the Gospel. Maybe it was depression of 
anxiety. Whatever it was, Paul has some sort of chronic problem.  And Paul wanted desperately 
to be rid it, rid of his pain. He said he begs the Lord three times for it to leave him. But, that did 
not happen.  Rather we hear:  

My grace is sufficient for you, 
for power is made perfect in weakness.”  
I will rather boast most gladly of my weaknesses, 
in order that the power of Christ may dwell with me.  
Therefore, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and constraints, 
for the sake of Christ; 
for when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 Paul recognized his weakness, he accepted it.  He knew he had to rely on God’s 
grace.    Paul knew that God was giving him the grace he needed in his weakness.      Paul’s 
weakness was a pathway to God’s grace. 

 Each of us, not matter who we are, have weaknesses. And we have some things we 
are downright ashamed of. But God addresses our weaknesses with the same words “My 
grace is sufficient for you. For power is made perfect in weakness.”  The fact that we are 
not perfect is precisely what forces us to realize our need for God’s grace.   

 St. Ignatius of Loyola wrote: 

 Take Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding and my entire will, all I have 
and call my own. You have given all to me. To you, Lord, I return it. Everything is yours; do with it 
what you will. Give me only your love and your grace; that is enough for me.  
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 And that was written by someone who, was not always very saintly.  He was addicted to 
gambling, very contentious and  often engaged in swordplay.  He was badly wounded by a 
cannonball in war. One leg was wounded, the other broken.  His leg was set but did not heal. It 
had to be broken again and reset, all without anesthesia.  Ignatius was confined to bed for a 
lengthy period of time as he recovered.  It was during this time that, when he asked for 
romance novels. There were none and instead was given  The Life of Christ and The Lives of the 
Saints.   In a way he got what he asked for, a book on the love of God for man in The Life of 
Christ and a book on the love of some for God in The Lives of the Saints.  It was these two books 
which led to his conversion. ( Saint of the Week Virtual Pilgrimage on St. Ignatius of Loyola)   In 
the end, Ignatius and St. Paul knew all they needed was the grace of God.  In their weakness, 
they came to know God’s grace and love.  

That reminds me of the story about the Church of the Savior in Washington, DC.   Killian 
Noe was one of the founders of Samaritan Inn, a drug and alcohol treatment center, which 
started as a mission group of the Church of the Savior. Killian and other members of the church 
had brought a lawsuit against the City of Washington for discrimination in housing, when the 
city tried to block people with addictions from living in one of the church’s buildings. Gordon 
Cosby, the pastor, came to the trial to pray and offer encouragement. He spoke to Killian who 
had been in the court room for days. At a break he asked her, “How are you holding up through 
this stressful trial?” She said she was tempted to give the usual superficial response like, “Fine, 
thanks for asking.” But she decided to be honest. She said, “Gordon, I have never felt more 
profoundly inadequate.” Gordon said, “Good,” and then he quickly added, “Because when we 
really get in touch with our powerlessness and our profound inadequacy, then God can use us.” 
(Killian Noe, p. 78 Finding Our Way Home) 

 In our weakness, we can find power. In our weakness, we can find strength. In our 
weakness, we can find grace.  Jesus even figured that out today.  He was in his hometown.  It 
should have been a great homecoming for him. Rather, he was rejected.  People took offense at 
him.  But Jesus found grace in this.  The Father’s grace came pouring into him.  Jesus would go 
on in the next scene to send out his apostles two by two to proclaim the kingdom of God. And 
don’t forget, Jesus know he had some weak people to deal with in his apostles.  It seems Jesus 
chose the weak. It seems Jesus looked out for the weak. It seems Jesus wanted to be with the 
weak.  Jesus is not looking for perfect people to be his followers. He is looking for people who 
recognize they need him and that they need grace.  Fr. Henri Nouwen often spoke of “wounded 
healers.”  That is what the apostles were. That is what we are.   And let’s not forget where all 
this is being directed…all of Jesus’ preaching and teaching and actions.  It is all being directed 
toward the cross. Rev. Mel Williams writes: The central symbol of Christian faith is a cross—a 
symbol of weakness and defeat. But God turns the cross into a symbol of love--- strength in 
weakness. 

 So, you see, we are a people caught up in weakness, the weakness of the cross and the 
grace of the cross.   God can use us, even in our weakness, even in our sin, even with our 
imperfections.  We are never beyond God’s mercy, never beyond God’s love.  We should never 
thing that we are unworthy of love or of God or of church because of our weaknesses or 
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because of our imperfections.  For that is precisely where God meets us and that is precisely 
why God came to this world in the incarnation.   

 Today, open yourself up to God. Lay before God your weaknesses, your flaws, your sin. 
Ask God to use that for your good, to transform it, to give you the grace you need and to 
remind you constantly that you are His beloved.   And remember those words from Ignatius: 

 Take Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding and my entire will, all I 
have and call my own. You have given all to me. To you, Lord, I return it. Everything is yours; do 
with it what you will. Give me only your love and your grace; that is enough for me.  Amen. 

 

  


