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15th Sunday in Ordinary Time B (July 11, 2021, STM: 9:15) 

The entertainer Garrison Keillor recalls the childhood pain of being chosen last for the 
baseball teams: 

The captains are down to their last grudging choices: a slow kid for catcher, someone to stick 
out in right field where nobody hits it. They choose the last ones two at a time— "you and 
you"—because it makes no difference. And the remaining kids—the scrubs , the excess—they 
deal for us as handicaps. "If I take him, then you gotta take him," they say.  

Sometimes I go as high as sixth, usually lower. But just once I'd like Darrel to pick me first and 
say, "Him! I want him! The skinny kid with the glasses and the black shoes. You, c'mon!" But I've 
never been chosen with much enthusiasm. 

Just once, Keillor said, he wishes he could have been chosen with enthusiasm.  The musical 
group “Peter, Paul and Mary” had a song about this called “Right Field”: 

Saturday summers, when I was a kid 
We'd run to the schoolyard and here's what we did 
We'd pick out the captains and we'd choose up the teams 
It was always a measure of my self esteem 
Cuz the fastest, the strongest, played shortstop and first 
The last ones they picked were the worst 
I never needed to ask, it was sealed, 
I just took up my place in right field. 

Right field, it's easy, you know. 
You can be awkward and you can be slow 
That's why I'm here in right field 
Just watching the dandelions grow 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today I want to speak to you about being 
chosen, elected.  We have this beautiful hymn in the second reading today from Paul to the 
Ephesians.  Paul speaks of blessings-how God has blessed us in Christ Jesus and how we have 
been chosen in Christ before the world’s foundation.   We were chosen in love, destined to be 
one in Christ.  It is nice to be picked, to be chosen. I was the kid who was indeed always chosen 
last and, yes, I was put in right field.  It’s okay. I realized that I am a much better baseball fan 
than I am a player.  But we like when we are chosen. Think about when you heard you were 
chosen to attend your first choice of colleges or when you were chosen for your first job or for 
an award.  In preparation for Holy Orders, aspiring deacons and priests need to write, in their 
own handwriting, to the Bishop asking that he ordains them. The Bishop writes back and “calls” 
the candidate to orders.  He elects, chooses the man to be ordained. It is a big deal when you 
get that letter. All of your work in seminary has been leading to that moment when a bishop 
says he will lay hands on you. 
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 Being chosen is a big part of the life of the Church.  Each year on the first Sunday of Lent 
we celebrate the Rite of Election with those preparing for baptism.    The Bishop chooses them 
for the Easter Sacraments.   Jacques Guillet writes that “Without election it is impossible to 
understand anything about God’s plan and will…..It is the entirety of redemption; it is the 
fullness of scripture.”  Next to covenant, and intimately related to it, the concept of election is 
perhaps the most decisive one for the religion of Israel.  And for the Christian, the idea that 
Jesus is the elect of God and the idea that the Church is the elect in Christ are fundamental.  
Election has been called ‘the heart of the Church.’’  (Rita Ferrone, FORUM ESSAYS, ON THE RITE 
OF ELECTION, p. 37-38)   

 We know that God reveals himself in history, especially in our personal stories.  We see 
how God entered into the lives of people as a whole and individuals in the bible. God chose 
Israel to be his special people.  He entered into a covenantal relationship with this.  We see how 
God chose people  like Abraham, Moses & David.  He chose Simon-Peter  to be first among the 
apostles. God chose Mary to bring Christ into the world.  We can see how God chose them for a 
specific purpose to cooperate with the plan of salvation.  Most especially, God enters the 
person of Christ, the savior.    And all of this trickles down to us…you and me.   We are chosen in 
Christ, because of Christ, for Christ’s sake.  Christ is the chosen one and we are chosen in him 
to be members of the Body of Christ.  We are invited to be in Christ and work with Christ in the 
plan for salvation.  

We are reminded of our “chosenness” in Christ through our baptism.  In baptism, we are 
marked with the sign of the cross, claimed for Christ. After baptism, we are anointed with the 
Sacred Chrism, the oil of consecration.  We were given a pledge of our inheritance.  This says 
that we are special, holy, sacred in eyes of God.   The question is though what are the 
responsibilities that come along with being chosen in Christ?  It is not a call to a life of ease, but 
a call to a life of service.  God has indeed chosen us, but this is not to be taken lightly.        

Jesus chose, elected, called people to follow him.  He chose 12 people in particular, the 
apostles, to follow him closely.  He molded them after his heart so that he would be able to 
send them. And today that happens.  Today is one of those times when we hear how the 
apostles were sent.  In this particular instance, they were sent two by two and told that they 
were to travel lightly.    They were not to pack much, they were not to say too much and they 
were not to live simply. If they were rejected, move on and don’t worry about. Just be faithful.   
And that is what they did.  And they followed Christ to the cross.   The apostles recognized their 
call, for what they had been chosen.  They recognized too their destiny.   

Since we have been chosen in baptism, there is some work that comes along with that.  
We have a call, a destiny too. Our ultimate destiny is, of course, life with God in heaven.  As we 
try and get there though, we need to respond to the grace of God each day so we will be found 
worthy of the gift of salvation.  We have work to do.    It is the work of evangelization-the work 
of telling others the story of Christ.  It is a matter of working for Christ.  How do we do this? 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta teaches us how in these words: 

To do the work of Christ is really quite simple. 
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It means to be faithful in little things, 
for to be faithful in little things is a big thing. 
It means to do one’s task, 
no matter how humble it may be, 
not only thoroughly but joyfully. 
It means to make oneself available, 
yet never to seek the limelight. 
It means to strive to make oneself useful 
without seeking to push oneself. 
It means to carry one’s burden, 
without, as far as possible, becoming a burden on others. 
In a word it means to be at one’s post, 
helpful and faithful, loyal and constant. 
 
 This is what the apostles where: faithful, loyal and constant. That is what we are to be in 
our everyday lives as disciples today.  We are to do the work of Christ in small ways.  We are to 
be  humble and joyful, we are to take a back seat to others, we are to be useful.   There are 
small ways that we can do this work of Christ: 

 Going out of your way to be of some service to another. It can be doing the dishes for 
your mom, paying for a stranger’s coffee, or picking up garbage as you walk down the 
street.  Don’t let a day go by in which you did not do something for someone else. 

 Tell someone you love them and why.  None of us probably will tire of knowing we are 
loved and hearing that. Whether it is your parents, siblings, or your own children, make it 
a daily habit to tell at least one person in your life how much you love them. 

 Use social media in a  in a way that glorifies God.  Share a scripture verse with a friend. 
Check-in on an old classmate.  Daily connect with people to build relationships. (Becky 
Roach) 
 

We are to do the work of Christ in small ways.  It is into our modern-day world of our 
household, our workplace, our circle of friends that we are sent, each one of us.     

We have been picked, chosen, called for the work of discipleship.    We have been 
elected in Christ and through Christ.  God loves us so much that he wants us to share in his 
work of the redemption of the world. Let me say that again: God loves us so much that he 
wants us to share in his work of the redemption of the world.       We have a role to play in the 
ongoing work of salvation that God is trying to accomplish in this world.  And we can do that  
very simply, very deliberately, and very beautifully in the world that we live in each day. Amen. 
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