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 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time B (August 22, 2021-STM: 5:15, 11:15) 
 We all have watershed moments in life.  These are the times when we have to 
make a decision that will affect a significant or long period or, even, the rest of our life.  
We have to decide which path to take. Maybe it was your choice of an instrument to play.  
French horn or trumpet? Maybe it was what sport to play: baseball or Lacrosse?  (Is there 
really a choice?)  Things get more serious as we get older.  This college vs. that college. 
This major vs. that major.  This career path vs. that one.  Do I want to buy this house vs. 
that house? Marriage: do  I want to spend the rest of my life with this person?   For people 
like me, do I want to give my life to the Church and be a priest or pursue something else?    
We can often  stand at a crossroads in life with two paths before us.  These can Watershed 
moments.   These can be decisions that affect us and our life for a long time, maybe 
forever. 
  
 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, we have come to end of the Bread of 
Life Discourse.  We have had this extensive catechesis on the Eucharist-on Jesus’ gift of 
his very self to the Church.  Today presents a watershed moment, a time to choose to stay 
or to go.  This teaching has become too hard for some, and they leave. Some people had 
just been following Jesus because he fed them with the loaves and the fish. Others wanted 
to be near him because of the healings he had done.   But today he speaks to his listeners 
about his flesh and blood.  How he would give this for the life of the world.  The saying is 
too hard for many.   Jesus asks those around him if they want to leave.  And then we have 
that wonderful answer from Simon Peter.  “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life.”  Often, we see how the disciples do not get it. Today, Peter gets it.  
He knows, he confesses that they have nowhere else, no one else to whom they can go.  
I have always loved that line. “To whom shall we go?” At the end of day, even in the mess 
that is the Church, to whom shall we go?  We can only go to Christ, to the One who offers 
us eternal life.  This is the road that we must choose.  For this road has the promise that 
it can lead us to eternal life.  
 
 As we walk through our life of faith, we are faced with decisions to make.  Maybe 
you have even asked yourself “should I stay or should I go” with regards to the Church.  
Lord knows, our Church can be messy, is messy.  The Church is made up of humans so 
there will always be sin among its members and its leaders. There will be scandal.  But, as   
G.K. Chesterton said “we’re all in the same boat; and we’re all seasick.”    Our Church is a 
seasick Church.  But do not forget that there, in the midst of the sea, stands the Christ.  
And we have to decide if we want to stay or go.  There will never be a perfect Church as 
there will never be a perfect Catholic.  There are no perfect Catholics because each and 
everyone of us is a sinner.  We strive for holiness, for perfection but we fall short and so 
we have Jesus who brings us back and picks us up and dusts us off and says “try again.”  I 
think Jesus says this to the Church too: try again and again and again and get my Church 
right.  Being a Christian, being a Catholic is hard.   We have teachings to follow. We have 
demands placed on us in the moral life and the spiritual life.  We are to come to church 
each week.  Jesus today wants to know if all of these people who had been following Him 
or with Him or not.  At the end of the day, He wanted people to come into his love, to 
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accept the Bread of Life, the gift of His very self that he was offering.   
 
 We too are given this gift.  The Eucharist is what has sustained the Church for 2000 
years through so many moments of crisis and scandal and abuse. We are still here, this 
seasick bunch.  Yes, there have and will be moments when we may want to run and run 
fast. But, to where? We have here in the Church the real thing. We have Christ, fully 
present with us, Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity. This is the Church of Christ. The Church 
that He Himself has founded.  This is our mother, an imperfect mother, but our mother 
nonetheless.   
 
 Carlo Carretto, reflecting on the Church, says this: 

How baffling you are, oh Church, and yet how I love you! 

How you have made me suffer, and yet how much I owe you! 

I would like to see you destroyed, and yet I need your presence. 

You have given me so much scandal and yet you have made me understand what sanctity 
is. 

I have seen nothing in the world more devoted to obscurity, more compromised, more 
false, and yet I have touched nothing 
more pure, more generous, more beautiful. 

How often I have wanted to shut the doors of my soul in your face, and how often I have 
prayed to die in the safety of your arms. 

No, I cannot free myself from you, because I am you, though not completely. 

And besides, where would I go? Would I establish another? 

I would not be able to establish it without the same faults, for they are the same faults I 
carry in me. 

And if I did establish another, it would be my Church, not the Church of Christ. 

And I am old enough to know that I am no better than anyone else. 

This is us. This is OUR Church.  This is the Church we embrace. The Church we love.  
The Church that people seek to be a part of through our RCIA process.  We have people 
who regularly contact us wanting what we have in this, the Church of Christ and thank 
God for that.  And this is the Church who serves the poor like none other. The Church who 
educates children each day in our  
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Catholic Schools. The Church who forgives sins, accompanies the dying, buries the dead.   
The Church of the saints and great intellectual minds like Thomas Aquinas, Anselm, 
Catherine of Siena and Teresa of Avila.  The Church with the fullness of truth.  And yes, 
the Church of sinners.  But, but, this is the Church which I love and I hope it is the Church 
that you love.   Sometimes, there may be a love-hate relationship with the Church.  
Hopefully we can work our way through the issues and problems, through our struggles 
with Church teachings and we can see the end goal. We can see why all of this is worth it. 
We can see where it is leading and we can answer Christ with the words of Peter: Lord, 
to whom shall we go?  You alone have the words of eternal life.  Amen.   
 


