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Baptism of the Lord C (January 9, 2022 STM: 1:15) 

 This past week, many streets were lined with discarded Christmas 

trees and Christmas lights have been taken down for another year.  The 

trappings of Christmas have been put behind us in most of our homes 

and certainly in the stores where we shop.   But here in church, that is 

not the case. Here we still have our Christmas Trees. The nativity is still 

in the narthex. Red poinsettias still adorn the sanctuary (which you can 

take with you after Mass!).  No, we did not forget to take down the 

Christmas decorations.  For the Church, the Christmas season does not 

end with Epiphany. It ends with today’s feast of the Baptism of the 

Lord.    

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, it is right and fitting 

that we mark the Lord’s baptism to bring this holy season to a close.   

This Christmas season has been about revelation, about Epiphany.   The 

Lord’s baptism is an Epiphany.  Jesus comes out of the water. The voice 

of the Father is heard “you are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
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pleased.”  Christ was born into the world in order to save the world, in 

order to redeem it.  He is baptized by John and thus shows solidarity 

with sinners and gives approval to John’s teaching.  He is bathed in 

Jordan’s waters as he begins his public ministry that would lead to the 

cross. Jesus’ baptism ties it all together.   

 Today I want to make 4 important points about baptism.  Why we 

do it and what it all means, its implications.   These are the  “4 C’s” of 

baptism.  It is a good way to think about it.  Here you go: 

Creation 

 Baptism is the gateway sacrament. It is the portal to all the others.  

The ritual of baptism tells us that we “have become a new creation.”   

We are reborn through those sacred waters. In baptism we are also 

named. The first question the priest or deacon asks the parents is 

“what name do you give to your child?”  We all need a name. We need 

an identity.  In baptism we are named and given our inherit dignity.  An 
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indelible mark is placed upon our soul. We are created anew-created 

for God. 

Commitment 

 At baptism, parents and godparents make a commitment to raise 

or help raise children in the practice of the faith.  But it is also a 

commitment to the Catholic faith, to continuing the practice of your 

own faith. This is why only Catholics can be named a godparent.  You 

need at least one Catholic godparent.   During the ritual, godparents 

have to profess what we believe as Catholics: One, Holy, Catholic and 

Apostolic faith. They have to profess our belief in doctrines about the 

Trinity and about Mary, the Blessed Mother.  These are reasons why 

godparents are to be Catholic.   Another person who is not Catholic 

may be named as a Christian witness for baptism. 

Community 

There is a story about a woman who was living through the aching 

pain of the death of a spouse.  She kept coming to church during her 
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time of grief, but she would just stand there with the hymnal in her 

hands, not singing. 

A good friend noticed this and said, “I see you’re not singing, and I 

also know how much you love to sing. Why don’t you just try to join in? 

It’ll make you feel better.” 

“I’m sorry,” said the bereaved woman, “but I just can’t sing right 

now. I’m sure I will, eventually. But for now, I know the church is 

singing the hymns for me, and that’s a great source of comfort.” 

Community is important and we are baptized into the life of a 

community.  Each week, in worship, we symbolically live out this work 

of being, together, a company of believers. Individual prayer and 

meditation are wonderful things — and Christian family life is likewise a 

wonderful thing — but they’re no substitute for life together in the 

larger company that is the church. The Lord promises to be with us as 

we pass through the waters. A significant part of the way the Lord 

accomplishes that is through each one of us, week after week, as we 



5 
 

gather as God’s people.   COVID has been hard on community life.  I 

remember sitting here in church on a Saturday night during the early 

part of the pandemic. The church was supposed to have people in it. It 

greatly saddened me that the church was empty. I posted a video about 

it.  It saddened me as a Pastor that my people were not where they 

were supposed to be.  Community is important. It is important for us to 

worship together.  We cannot be churches on to ourselves. We would 

all agree that is good for us to be here, to be together.  COVID caused 

us to adjust, and everyone was online for church for a while. Now, 

many still are we the pandemic continues to change.  Others are online 

because they are homebound or sick.  It is good that we can do this and 

for some, this is an important connect to church. It is a bit of 

community now.  We all look forward to when most of us can see one 

another’s face together in this community of faith. 
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Charity 

 Leading up to Christmas, we all received many letters asking us to 

give to charity. You got one from us.  Thank you for your response.  

Giving to charities is important.  But what is the real meaning of 

“charity?” From the Catechism of the Catholic Church, we can learn 

that “Charity is the power by which we, who have been loved first by 

God, can give ourselves to God so as to be united with him and can 

accept our neighbor for God’s sake, as unconditionally and sincerely as 

we accept ourselves.” (CCC 1822-1829, 1844).  From this we can glean 

that in giving we have to go beyond writing a check-as important as 

that is.  Someone once said ““just giving money was an abdication of 

our responsibility to act charitably.”  

 Each of us needs to figure out what charity looks like for us.  It is a 

demand of baptism.  To be charitable is to love.  It is a matter of 

extending the love of God to others.  Each of us, through baptism, is 

incorporated into Christ, into his very life and love. We have to figure 
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out how we continue to live that baptism each day.  We can do that 

through our involvement with nonprofits, direct service to the poor, or 

something like accompaniment.  This could be accompanying someone 

through cancer treatments or the death of their loved one or 

depression. You can name more.  We can express baptismal love, 

baptismal charity in our concrete actions for others.  In times of need, 

spiritual, emotional, material, practical and financial, the Christian 

virtue of Charity is called upon to provide help and comfort to our 

neighbor – whoever that might be. In reflection then, we need to ask 

the question that has been described as a Christian dilemma – how 

charitable am I? 

 My dear people, our baptism is so important.  It is the gateway to 

all we do as a Catholic Christian people.  Christ came in the incarnation 

to save us, to show us how to live and really how to love.  In a moment, 

instead of reciting the Nicene Creed, I will ask you to renew your 

baptismal promises.  You will be asked to say “I do” to what was 
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professed for you at baptism or you said for yourself if you were 

baptized as an adult. Let’s really think about what we are saying and 

how we are called to live this baptismal life as a people created by God, 

committed to this life, living it in community and practicing the virtue of 

charity. Amen.  

 


