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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time C (Oct 2, 2022 STM: 9:15) Respect Life Sunday  

One of my favorite writers is Anne Lamott. On her Facebook page on April 5 of this year, she 

wrote this: 

I am going to be 68 in six days, if I live that long. I’m optimistic. Mostly. 

God, what a world. What a heartbreaking, terrifying freak show. It is completely ruining my 

birthday plans. I was going to celebrate how age and the grace of myopia have given me the 

perspective that almost everything sorts itself out in the end. That good will and decency and 

charity and love always eventually conspire to bring light into the darkest corners. That the 

crucifixion looked like a big win for the Romans. 

But turning 68 means you weren’t born yesterday. Turning 68 means you’ve seen what you’ve 

seen — Ukraine, Sandy Hook, the permafrost. … By 68, you have seen dear friends literally 

ravaged by cancer, lost children, unspeakable losses. The midterms are coming up. My mind is 

slipping. My dog died. 

Really, to use the theological terms, it is just too frigging much. 

And regrettably, by 68, one is both seriously uninterested in a vigorous debate on the existence 

of evil, or even worse, a pep talk. 

So what does that leave? Glad you asked: the answer is simple. A few very best friends with 

whom you can share your truth. That’s the main thing. By 68, you know that the whole system of 

our lives works because we are not all nuts on the same day. … 

So Sunday I will celebrate the absolutely astonishing miracle that I, specifically, was even born. 

As Frederick Buechner wrote, “The grace of God means something like, ‘Here is your life. You 

might never have been, but you are because the party wouldn’t have been complete without 

you.’” I will celebrate that I have shelter and friends and warm socks and feet to put them in, 

and that God … found a way to turn the madness and shame of my addiction into grace, I’ll 

shake my head with wonder, which I do more and more as I age, at all the beauty that is left and 

still works after so much has been taken away. So celebrate with me. Step outside and let your 

mouth drop open. Feed the poor with me, locally or, if you want to buy me something, make a 

donation to UNICEF. My party will not be the same without you. 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus,  these are the words of someone who is 

getting older, someone who has more years being here than ahead of her.  She is reflecting on her 

life, where she has come from and where she is going.    And Anne is thankful for the important 

things in life: a few good friends, warm shelter, warm socks and, most of all, grace.  God’s 

unbelievable grace.  

 Today we hear from St. Paul in our second reading.  He is writing to his young associate, 

his protégé, his spiritual son,  Timothy. Timothy would be the successor of Paul.   To properly 

understand the aging apostle’s parting words, we need to focus on the context for a moment. 
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 Paul knew that his time was coming. He was in prison.  His death was before him.     He 

was imprisoned under Emperor Nero. It was not a good time to be a Christian much less the 

leaders of Christians.   Paul knew that he would die at the hands of Nero.  He is saying goodbye 

to the one who would take his place. Timothy would take up the charge for Paul.  It is Timothy 

to whom Paul addresses his parting words. Paul knew Timothy’s mother and grandmother. He 

mentored Timothy in the fundamentals of the faith.  

 Paul is trying to teach Timothy some key things with his parting words.  Paul is thankful 

for the things of his life, the people in his life.  Clearly, Timothy is special to him. Timothy was 

probably Paul’s best friend at this point.  I do not have evidence of that so don’t quote me or 

report me.   As Paul looks toward the end of his life, he wants to make sur that Timothy knows 

he loves him, that he is mindful of what Paul has taught him, and that Timothy knows the reality 

of God’s grace in his life.  Paul taught Timothy some good lessons and they can serve as good 

lessons for us as well: 

First, rekindle the faith.    Paul is suggesting that the flames may have died, that the fire 

is running low.   Sound familiar?  Sometimes the flame of our faith life can run low. We are 

faced with spiritual dryness.  We are depressed by what we see in the world with all of the 

violence.  Look at our own town this week where one person who murdered and several others 

shot. We can look at the horror of the war in Ukraine.   The effects of the pandemic are still with 

us.  A catastrophic hurricane hit Florida this past week.  We can wonder like the prophet 

Habakkuk did in the first reading today: “How long O Lord? I cry for help but you do not 

listen!”  The prophet was yearning to see God in the midst of the injustices he saw.   We can 

certainly all think of times when we may have been overwhelmed with life and all the bad we see 

in our midst. We need encouragement for our faith to be rekindled.  

 Paul reminded Timothy that  “God did not give us a spirit of cowardice.”  Paul had seen 

more danger in his lifetime than most of us will ever have to face. Timothy had been a part of 

some of these adventures. Now Paul tells Timothy that living for Jesus requires courage, not 

cowardice. In today’s parlance, Paul might have told Timothy to put on his big-boy pants, lace 

up his boots and saddle up. 

 When we are faced with the troubles of life, problems , the problems, the tragedies and 

insecurities of life, where do we go? To whom to do we who?  We turn to our faith, to our belief 

that God is bigger than our problems, that God came into the world to save the world and to 

redeem all of its pains and burdens.  Sometimes we need to be reminded of this, the faith of 

Christ needs to be rekindled in us.  

 Second important thing that Paul was trying to teach Timothy and that he can teach us: 

Don’t apologize.  

 If you are a fan of NCIS, you may know that Jethro Gibbs has many rules for his agents.   

Gibbs’ Rule No. 6 is: “Never say you’re sorry. It’s a sign of weakness.”   Now, I am not urging 

you to not say you are sorry when you hurt someone.  But I am saying is that we do not need to 

apologize for our faith.   Paul did not want Timothy to be ashamed of the gospel.   Neither should 

we.    We should not be afraid to speak the truth of the gospel when we need to do so. Paul was 

sending Timothy in the lion’s den, and he wanted him to stay strong in the faith.   

How about us? Do we shy away from the gospel?  Do we speak about the faith to others?  

Do witness to the gospel with the manner of our life? We should not apologize for our Catholic 
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faith, for what we believe, for standing up for what is right and true and good.    Today the 

Church must often stand in opposition to society on things like respect for all human life.  Today 

we begin Respect Life Month.  We focus on the fact that life at every single stage is sacred.  This 

includes the unborn and it includes those who sit on death row.  If we believe that the life of the 

unborn child is sacred, we also have to believe that a government cannot choose to end the life of 

a person, even if that person has taken someone else’s life.  We must also stand against things 

like assisted suicide.  All of these are part of the seamless garment of the cause of respect for 

human life.   And we cannot be afraid to speak this truth.   We cannot apologize for this.  

Third,  Protect what you have.  Paul says “Guard the rich trust with the help of the Holy 

Spirit that dwells within us.” Paul urges Timothy to protect what he has been given.   What he 

has is his faith and his pastoral calling, and this is who he is: a person with faith and a calling. 

Don’t lose it. It’s who you are. It defines you.       

 We too have been given the gift of faith and a calling. That calling was instilled in us at 

our baptism and we have to live it out each day.  We have the calling to be good and faithful 

disciples.  We have the calling to be good people, people who care for others, people to live this 

one, beautiful life that we have been given in a way that honors God.  Remember what Buchner 

said: “The grace of God means something like, ‘Here is your life. You might never have been, 

but you are because the party wouldn’t have been complete without you.’”  By grace we are here 

in this world, living this life we have received by grace from God.   We have to protect the gift of 

faith within each of us, the gift of the Holy Spirit within us.    Amen.   

 —Timothy Merrill and Carl Wilton contributed to this material. 

 

 


