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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time C (Oct. 9, 2022 STM: 5:15, 7:30, 9:15) 

 

 Barabara Sholis wrote an article for CHRISTIAN CENTURY in which she talked about 

her own experience of being healed.  Having faced the specter of cancer, Barbara said she could 

identify with these ten lepers and their disease.  This is a passage she lives close to.  She writes 

“When chemotherapy causes your hair to fall out, robs you of your energy and fills your mouth 

with canker sores, you begin to develop empathy with the lepers.  There is no hiding the fact that 

you are diseased.  Your cancer walks into the room before you do and people who know better 

still flinch – as they did before the lepers, who were made to live outside the community, who had 

to beg for survival.”  Now that she is well, Barbara identifies closely with the tenth leper, the one 

who returned with gratitude.  “Like the tenth leper,” she writes, “I never want to lose sight of the 

miracle of God’s grace.  Being grateful as I awaken to the gift of each day is the key.”  She has 

come to believe that gratitude is “the purest measure of one’s character and spiritual condition.”  

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today we hear the familiar gospel of the 

healing of the 10 lepers. We will hear it again on Thanksgiving Day.  This is a gospel of grace, 

God’s abundant grace.   Jesus freely gave the gift of healing to these lepers.  Grace is not earned, 

it is given.    Grace is the starting point for everything that is right about religion.  It describes the 

action of a sovereign God in taking the initiative to save us.   We did not deserve salvation. We 

did not earn it. But God offered it to us nonetheless. 

Jesus heals these lepers through grace. He gives them this gift of new and abundant life.  

They would not have to announce any longer “Unclean, Unclean.”  They could see their families 

again. They would not be isolated. Sound familiar?  COVID became a leprosy of our day in some 

way.  No one wants to be around someone with COVID. You have to stay away from others. You 

are isolated.  If you went through 10 or 5 days of COVID isolation, it was probably very hard.  

You just wanted to be back to your life. These lepers were set apart from everyone else.  Jesus 

graces them with new life.  

I would like for you to think today about a time when you received grace that you did not 

deserve. It could be something small: Maybe someone ahead of you in the check out line paid for 

your coffee. Maybe you received an unexpected note of gratitude in the mail for an action you 

scarcely remember.  Maybe you can think about something bigger: perhaps someone forgave you 

for profoundly hurting them.    Maybe you are a survivor of cancer or some other illness or an 

accident.  I think when you have gone through something like that, you approach each day 

differently and you are more and more aware of grace. You awaken to grace, the miracle of God’s 

grace.  

 

This is a day for us to think about grace and really remember it.  Remember where you felt 

grace and how you felt it. Sometimes our chest tightens, our stomach drops, we may even feel 

woozy.  Our body moves a certain way.  We may have been silent in the face of profound grace 

or we may have jumped for joy.  Remember those moments, those moments of grace in your life.  

Remember the person or people who offered you that grace. Remember the impact that it had.   

Perhaps think too about when you had the chance to be a vehicle of grace for someone else.   

Today a leper give thinks. Gratitude is our response to the grace of God as we have 

experienced it, and each of us experience grace in different ways.  God offers us grace in a 

multitude of ways, some of which we are scarcely aware.  God’s grace is offered o us freely and 

even without the expectation of gratitude or praise.  However, when we are made aware of the 
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grace of God has extended to us, we are moved to praise God or express God or express our thanks, 

we grow in faith. 

This weekend we have the chance to hear from parishioners about how God’s grace has 

been at work in our justice and outreach initiatives, how we have been able to perhaps provide that 

bit of hope to others who did not expect it and how people have been grateful for what we are able 

to do to assist those in need. I would like to invite: 

 

5:15 Steve LeGardeur 

7:30 Marianne Mitchell 

9:15 Jeff Hathaway 

 

to come forward.  

 

Some of this adapted from: Graceworks and Proclaim, Oct. 9, 2022. 

 


