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31st Sunday in Ordinary Time C (Oct. 30, 2022 STM: 5:15, 7:30, 9:15) 

The late great actor Robin Williams starred in a movie called “Dead Poets Society.” 

Williams played Mr. Keating, an English teacher at a New England prep school for boys. 

  The school where Mr. Keating teaches is a strict and straight-laced sort of place. The 

boys wear uniforms and walk in orderly lines. They learn the classics of educational curriculum 

in much the same manner that boys did their schoolwork for decades before them. 

  But Mr. Keating takes it as his personal mission to create freethinkers out of these boys 

who’ve been trained to walk in step. In one of his unconventional and controversial English 

lessons, Mr. Keating jumps up on his desk at the front of the class, and he looks around the room 

carefully. And he explains that he’s standing on top of his desk to remind himself that we must 

constantly look at things in a different way. 

  “You see,” he explains, “the world looks very different from up here.” And then he 

instructs his class to come up and stand on his desk, one at a time, and look at the room from a 

different perspective than they’ve ever seen it before. 

  The boys in the class look uncomfortable with this assignment. You can see uncertainty 

in their faces as they shuffle up to the front of the class in their straight lines. No one wants to be 

the first to climb up on the desk. No one wants to be the first to look silly. But they climb up on 

the desk anyway, one at a time, and then hop off the other side. And in some of their faces, there 

dawns this understanding that things do look different from a different perspective. 

  Sometimes we’ve got to look at things from different angles in order to see how things 

really are. — Mark Williams, “To seek out and to save the lost,” Woodland Park UMC Web Site, 

November 4, 2001. woodlandparkumc.org/NewFiles/11-4-01.html. Retrieved June 15, 2007. 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today we meet Zacchaeus.   The 

conventional wisdom is that Zacchaeus climbed the sycamore tree in order to see Jesus better. 

Because of the way tax collectors were treated in that society, there's another possibility. 

Zacchaeus could have been "up a tree" because the angry crowd had chased him there. If that's 

the case, then Jesus' intervention takes on a whole new meaning. Jesus is saving Zacchaeus in 

more ways than one. 

We begin by noting that Jesus “entered Jericho and was passing through it.” Was passing 

through it. Don’t miss that detail, because the crowd that had gathered didn’t really interest 

Jesus. His itinerary only had Jericho as “passing through” town, not a stop-off point or a rest 

stop. It wasn’t like Jesus intended to stop for hummus, olives and salad in Jericho. He was 

passing through but Jesus would transform a person’s life as he was passing through en route to 

somewhere else. 

  As Jesus was walking through town, the crowds pressed around him, effectively blocking 

out Zacchaeus, who’s bobbing around trying to shove in here and there, to make a wedge from 

the outside perimeter of people and reach the inner circle where this famous itinerant preacher 

would be visible. 

  Thinking about Zacchaeus, Pastor David Mansfield is reminded of Danny DeVito. Think 
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of an irate Danny DeVito hopping around trying to part the sea of humanity to get a look at the 

stranger. Can you get that picture in your head?  Now  you have a good image of Zacchaeus.   

Now,  Zacchaeus is the “chief tax collector”  and he’s rich. He probably had a 

Napoleonic complex going, and it all adds up to an ego the size of Texas. The point is that 

Zacchaeus thinks he is the last person Jesus is going to notice. So, he climbs up and into a tree to 

get a better view.  He wants to see Jesus. He wants to see this Rabbi coming through town. 

Remember, Jesus was not planning to stop in Jericho.  But he does. He does. He stops to call 

Zacchaeus down from his tree. And Jesus goes a step further. He tells Zacchaeus that he is going 

to eat in his house.  Jesus brings salvation that house.     

And key here is that Jesus stopped and called Zacchaeus by name.  Zacchaeus thought no 

one knew about his deep unhappiness or cared, but obviously Jesus knew and cared.  Zacchaeus’ 

healing came the moment Jesus called him by name.  Suddenly Zacchaeus perceived that Jesus 

knew him and understood his situation.  The same is true about each one of us.  God knows us by 

name.  He knows all about us.  All the good and all the bad.  And He wants to love us into His 

Kingdom at the end of our lives.   

 Zacchaeus was converted that day. He said he would repay those he had wronged. He 

would give away  half of what he had.   This is what it means for salvation to come to a house!   

Conversion is our active response to Jesus.  It might seem a bit intimidating, especially if we are 

accustomed to thinking that we have fulfilled our responsibility to God by going to Church on 

Sunday, being nice to our neighbor, and avoiding the seven deadly sins.  But we need to be 

realistic about the Christian life.  It takes a lifetime to mature into the people that God calls us to 

be.  

 David Wilkerson, who wrote the book The Cross and the Switchblade, said that “the 

hardest hearts in the world are not among the ungodly, but among God’s people.”  This life to 

which we are called is more than just coming to Church and dropping a few bucks in the 

collection!  It is about a change of direction, a change for the better.  We free ourselves from 

what is unauthentic.  Harmful, dangerous, misleading satisfactions are dropped.  Values are 

apprehended where before they were overlooked.  Scales of preference shift.  Errors, 

rationalizations, ideologies fall and shatter to lead us to things as they truly are and to who we 

should really be.  Money is seen differently; possessions are no longer so important, and 

relationships become the most important thing of all, and our most important relationship is the 

one we are forming – or not forming – with God.  To do this, ask yourself these questions:  

1. When my life is over, what do I want to be remembered for? 

2. What do I want to be doing five, ten and twenty years from now? 

3. What do I want to be sure I am not doing five, ten and twenty years from now?  (Ben 

Carson, The Big Picture, Grand Rapids, MI:  Zaondervan Publishing House, 1999, p. 

139) 
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Good questions to think about today.  Where is our life going?  Do we need to get a 

different view in order to figure that out?  Can we hear Christ calling us to a new way of life?  

What do we need to reorient our life in order to start the process of conversion? 

 It is never an easy thing…change.  It takes work.  We see today how Danny DeVito’s 

ancient ancestor was willing to go to extremes to see Jesus and what happened once he was 

called by name.  That same Christ calls us by name.  Let’s have ears open enough to hear that 

call; for salvation can come to our house as well. Amen. 

 


