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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time C (Nov. 13, 2022 STM: 5:15, 7:30, 9:15) 

 

Once upon a time there was a woman married to a most annoying man. He would 

complain about everything. He never helped out. He expected to be taken care of all the time. 

One day he went to the creek with his mule. He complained so much that the mule got annoyed 

and kicked him to death.  

At the funeral, when all the men walked by the wife she shook her head “yes.” Every 

time the women walked by she shook her head “no.” The priest asked the woman: “Why are you 

shaking your head “yes” for men and “no” for women?” Her response was: “The men would 

say how sorry they felt for me and I was saying, ‘Yes, I’ll be alright.’ 

When the women walked by, they were asking if the mule was for sale... 

  My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, as we approach the end of the liturgical year,  

the readings seemed to be full of doom and gloom.  Malachi uses the image of burning stubble to 

describe what would befall those who refuse to walk in the way of the Lord.  St. Paul is 

somewhat on edge as he realizes that some of the Thessalonians are struggling and falling back 

into old habits.  Jesus even seems a bit sorrowful as he speaks about the last days; about the 

temple being destroyed. Jesus speaks of nation rising against nation, kingdoms against 

kingdoms, earthquakes, famines and plagues. He goes on to talk about persecution and being 

thrown into prison, family members would betray one another, you will be hated and, some of 

you will be put to death…all on account of him.  Not a great advertising pitch for would be 

disciples, is it?   But, but look how it all ends…”not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By 

your perseverance, you will save your lives.”   In the end, salvation will come in Christ. 

 What are we do with all of this? Let’s look at what Luke is  trying to do here. He is 

master story teller.  His gospel was written for a mostly Gentile community of Christians who 

were suffering greatly under the persecution of the early Church. The loss of the temple in 70 

A.D. struck at the very heart of their faith, especially those of Jewish origin. If the temple were 

gone, many asked, how could they be sure that God was still present among his people?  They 

wondered where was God in midst of trial and struggle and persecution. 

 Sound familiar? This is an emotion that rings very true today. It can seem like dark forces 

are pitting one section of society against another. We see this in the pollical upheaval that has 

happened in our own country.  We see it is hate speech. We see it in the sin of racism. We see it 

in the war in Ukraine as innocent people are attacked and killed.  We see in the war on human 

life.  Where is God in all of this?   Conflict and division has always been a part of the human 

condition. Jesus knew this.  He predicted it: “nation will rise against nation.”  

 Time of difficulty are opportunities for us to witness to who were are in Christ. In the 

midst of turmoil, a relationship with Christ sustains us.  It is a chance to stand up for our faith, to 

proclaim that we live by the standard of Christ. When we proclaim the Gospel of Christ, we 

provide an answer to the evil forces of the world. And this world needs the Gospel now more 

than ever before.  It needs believers to witness to forgiveness and the pursuit of peace, the beauty 

of every single life, the hope of new life in Christ.  

 As individuals and as a Church, we can counter the dark forces that seep into our world.   

The imaginary mule-kicked husband certainly represents people who spend their lives locked in 

themselves and whose only concern is that the world bow down to their needs. And while the 

husband may be an extreme example, the many variations of his behavior find a home in many 

places and peoples in our world.    When we become a self-focused society, that loses its concern 
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for the common good, for doing what is best for our neighbor, for following the command to 

love, we lose sight of God and we let the evil one to make advances.  

The readings challenge us to look at life differently...not with self-centered concern but 

with compassion and care. It calls us to see with new eyes. To see that the person who cuts us off 

in traffic might be a single mother who worked nine hours that day and is rushing home to cook 

dinner, help with homework, do the laundry and spend a few precious moments with her 

children. Perhaps the elderly couple who are walking annoyingly slowly through the store aisles 

and who block our shopping progress are savoring this moment, knowing that, based on the 

biopsy report she got back last week, this might be the last time that they will be able to go 

shopping together for a while. 

To serve one another is to step outside of ourselves, to be more concerned with the other 

person, to have a listening ear for those who may be lonely.  It is a matter of having a 

compassionate and understanding heart to those who are most in need of seeing the face of 

Christ. 

In our lives, we must let honesty, truthfulness and fidelity mark our daily experiences. 

Each day will have its troubles, but those can be overcome if we do as Christ did. If we show 

mercy, if we share our bread, if we seek pace and if we welcome the stranger.  

The readings that we hear today can be a bit sobering. But, we look at scripture as a 

whole.  One line of scripture, one passage, does not stand by itself.  All must be read in the 

context of whole Christ event.  And in the end, that Christ triumphed. The forces of evil were 

defeated.  The cross, that instrument of torture and death was transformed into the tree of life. 

Our faith in is this Christ, our identity is found in Him and our destiny has been secured by Him.  

Next Sunday, we will celebrate the great Solemnity of Christ the King.  We will boldly 

proclaim the victory of Christ over the forces of the world that have tried to destroy it since the 

they hung Christ on that tree.  To those forces, we hold up the cross, the victorious king who 

reigns on high.  He, Christ, is the answer to all who would ask “where is God?” Right there, here, 

in the midst of the world, in the midst of all of its troubles and evils and trials.  Christ stands in 

the midst of it all.   

We as a Church continue our pilgrim journey in this world, proclaiming this Christ to all 

who will listen.   We proclaim that in suffering, there is hope. We proclaim that in light, there is 

darkness. And we proclaim that in death, life is given. Amen.  

 

Portions adapted from: Rev Edward J Wilson and Loose-leaf lectionary, Nov. 13., 2022.  

 


