
 

“Some of the content of this homily is not claimed as original material; it is the fruit of years of reading and 
research. It was created solely for the purpose of an oral proclamation in the context of the liturgy of the Church. 
Every effort has been made to provide the necessary attribution to the authors of the sources.” 

2nd Sunday of Advent A (Dec. 4, 2022 STM: 5:15 and 9:15) 

Leonardo da Vinci painted "The Last Supper," he had an enemy who was a fellow-
painter. Da Vinci had had a bitter argument with this man and despised him. When Da Vinci 
painted the face of Judas Iscariot at the table with Jesus, he used the face of his enemy so that 
it would be present for ages as the man who betrayed Jesus. While painting this picture, he 
took delight in knowing that others would actually notice the face of his enemy on Judas. As he 
worked on the faces of the other disciples, he often tried to paint the face of Jesus but could 
not make any progress. Da Vinci felt frustrated and confused. In time, he realized what was 
wrong. His hatred for the other painter was holding him back from finishing the face of Jesus. 
Only after making peace with his fellow-painter and repainting the face of Judas was he able to 
paint the face of Jesus and complete his masterpiece. 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today we celebrate the 2nd Sunday of 
Advent.  We continue this walk toward the great feast of the incarnation of the Lord. Leonardo 
Da Vinci had that little voice speaking to him, working on his conscience to repent and help him 
to change his  ways, to get rid of bitterness and hatred.  It moved him to forgive his enemy.   
Perhaps stroke by stroke, the master painter suffered interiorly until his external actions 
brought about the fruits of reconciliation with his rival. Maybe this was his greatest 
masterpiece.  

 Today we are presented with the image of John the Baptist.  Kenneth Kesselus describes 
John as “that wild and wooly prophet suspended between the Old and New Testaments.”  He 
goes on to describe John as an “invader”—as someone who comes and invades our manger 
scene.   John takes the peaceful and happy pre-Christmas life and invades it.   He comes as this 
wild figure of Advent.   And John’s job is to prepare the world for another invasion-for the 
invasion that Christ would bring.   John’s message is one of preparedness and repentance.   He 
does not just want us to get our physical houses in order with Christmas decorations but to get 
our spiritual house in order.    
 John the Baptist always seems like an unwelcome guest like crazy Uncle John at 
Thanksgiving.  This is supposed to be a feel-good time of the year.  Christmas carols, present 
shopping, decorating, parties, all of that.  John invades Advent and reminds us that ultimately 
we expect not a child of Bethlehem, but the fullness of God’s own Self in the person of Jesus.  
And this would be the person who would, in the end, die on a cross.  (adapted from LITURGICAL 
CONFERENCE, Dec 04, p. 11)   
 The invader of Advent though has a purpose.  John’s is the perennial voice that declares 
that God demands an accounting.  Confronted by that fact and confronting our own failures 
may be painful, but it also brings relief.  God cares about who we are and what we do.  Today 
John reminds us that that SOMEONE who cares will also equip our repentant hearts with the 
grace to change so as to prepare to welcome the Coming One.  Prepare the way, John cries.  
Straighten up and fly right.  The tough, dark side of Advent.   
 All of this leads to good news. That is what the word “Gospel” means. “Good news.”  
The good news, the really good news is that God has come to save us.  Jesus, the one who John 
foretold, the shoot from the stump of Jesse of which Isaiah foretold, would inaugurate a 
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kingdom where sinners are now forgiven.  It is a kingdom where the lame walk and blind see!   
It is the kingdom where the dead rise again!  John prepares the way for Christ to come let 
sinners know that salvation is possible. That a new life is possible.   But in order for new life to 
happen, death has to happen.  We have to die to our old life, our old ways, to our sin and so 
live for Christ. We have to let go of old ways, of the old self, so that we may usher in new life.   
(adapted from PREPARE THE WORD, 2nd Sunday of Advent, Dec 5, 2004, p. 3)   
 
 In order to be saved though, we have to admit that we first need a savior.   What could 
be those areas where we need salvation? Maybe it is things like this: 

➢ From fear of not having enough money and from how that fear can impact our lives and 
decisions. 

➢ From pride and self-righteousness, admitting no possibility of change or growth. 
➢ From allowing ourselves to be too busy. 
➢ From our capacity to say and do hurtful things to those we love, including God. 
➢ From complacency and apathy, the kind that allows us to praise the baby Jesus while forgetting 

the crucified Christ.   
➢ From our need to have more and more things. 
➢ From the addictions of our lives that we use to bring us passing comfort and satisfaction. 
➢ From unresolved anger, fear and hurt which threaten relationships and our ability to live in 

freedom. 
➢ From the ravages of cancer, Alzheimer’s and other diseases whose names are familiar only to 

those who suffer from them. 
➢ From the fear of death. 

 (adapted from Lectionary Homiletics, Dec04-Jan05, p. 15)   
 
 Now, do not forget that “Gospel” means “Good News.”  Christ has come to save. This is 
the message of Christmas. The babe of Bethlehem comes as the Prince of Peace to teach us the 
way to the Father and the way to Salvation.   This is the gift that He gives to the world.   What is 
asked of us was we  walk this journey of life?  That we do what Da Vinci did: that we recognize 
when we need to paint a different picture, when we need to listen to that little voice and 
change our ways, repent, make straight our crooked path.  In doing this, we make a home for 
Christ this Christmas. Amen.  
 


