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Christ the King C (Nov. 20, 2022 STM: 9:15, 11:15) 

 In September, many of us were caught up in the ceremonies surrounding the death and 

burial of Queen Elizabeth II.  She reined for 70 years.  Most Britons had known no other 

monarch. As the funeral procession made its way through the streets and highways of England, 

the symbols of the Queen’s office: her crown, scepter and orb were on top of her casket.  Before 

her body was lowered into the crypt of St George’s chapel in Windsor Castle for the internment, 

those symbols were placed on the altar. The crown, orb and scepter symbolize the monarch's 

power and governance and so its removal separated the Queen from her crown for the last time 

following her 70-year reign.  Also, the Lord Chamberlain, the most senior official in the royal 

household, then broke his "wand of office" which was then placed on the casket, symbolizing the 

end of the Queen's reign. (adapted from newsky.com)  

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, the world witnessed the death of a monarch.  

The removal of those symbols of office was very powerful, especially the breaking of the wand.  

It said that the Queen was no more, that she had died and those symbols no longer represented 

her.    A new monarch, Charles II, now reigns and will be coronated and given the symbols of his 

office in May.  But he too will die one day and Prince William will take his place and receive 

those same symbols.  Monarchs are born and monarchs die.     

 Today we celebrate the great Solemnity of Christ the King, the last Sunday in Ordinary 

Time as we prepare to begin Advent next week.  We focus today on the kingship of Christ, the 

reign of Christ.  And Christ’s reign was very different from what we see in the King or Queen of 

England.    

 Today’s gospel shows us what Christ’s kingship was all about: a king who hangs on a 

cross. A king who forgives a thief.  A king who is merciful.    Jesus Christ, king of the universe, 

Lord of all, hung on a tree and forgave the people who put him there and forgave the good thief.   

 This was not the king that people were expecting.   It would have made a lot more sense 

for Jesus to have come and been a superhero.   The people of time expected the Messiah to come 

and defeat Rome.  But no, this a different kind of king comes—one who is crucified by Rome.   

 People came by and said: "Save yourself!"  They were thinking: If you are God, then 

have some self-respect. Why? Because that's what we would do. But that's the thing about God. 

God doesn't seem nearly as interested in self-preservation as we are. ... Which is to say, God is 

self-giving in ways that don't seem to make a lot of sense to our ideas of win-lose, right-wrong, 

insider-outsider. And that, my dear people, is the reign of Christ. 

Jesus had been trying to tell us this the whole time.  Look at his life: he had a mother with 

no status.  He was born into this world in a cave.  Who did he gather around him? A team of all 

stars? No.  He gathered a motley crew of fishermen and tax collectors. He tried to teach us 

maddening things -- things that de-stabilize our systems of trying to get-over on people by saying 

that the first shall be last and the last shall be first. If you want to find your life, then lose it. The 

greatest among you must become servants. If someone slaps, you offer them the other cheek as 

well. If someone asks for your coat, give them your shirt too.   This are all maddening things, 

aren’t they?  But this it the message that his king came to teach.  This was to be his rule: love 
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your enemies. Pray for those who persecute you.  Maddening.  (This adapted from:--Nadia Bolz-

Weber, Sermon: "Losers, Amish and the reign of Christ," November 17, 2013. patheos.com. 

Retrieved June 5, 2016.)    

And so, Jesus turns to that good thief on the cross. And what did the thief want? He did 

not ask for salvation. He just asked to be remembered.  Jesus goes a step further and saves him.  

An old priest I knew in seminary, Msgr. Jarvis,  would preach on this gospel and say to us “men, 

do you know what happened there? Instant canonization! Jesus made him a saint on that cross 

even as he himself, God himself, hung there. C.K. Chesterton said:  When the world shook and 

the sun was wiped out of heaven, it was not at the crucifixion, but at the cry from the cross: the 

cry which confessed that God was forsaken of God.  This king cries from the cross.  He suffers 

for his subjects. He loves from the cross for his subjects.  

 This is the king that you and I have. This is the monarch who reigns over us. And so, 

what are we to do with all of this? What significance does it have for us that proclaim Christ as 

our king?   Well, it means that there is a recognition of Christ being Lord over us.  We can say 

nothing less than this: that we belong to Christ, that Christ reigns over us.       

May I suggest some things for us to think about in terms of this idea of Christ reigning 

over us? 

• Let’s make sure that we are not just paying lip service to Christ.   We cannot 

say “I love Jesus” while also failing to love our neighbor.    And this means we 

have to work on forgiveness for those who have hurt us. It is one those 

“maddening things” about Christianity. We do not have a choice but to forgive 

our neighbor who could be our actual neighbor or maybe a spouse, parent, child, 

boss, whoever.  

• We have to do more than pay attention to Christ for more than a few 

minutes on Sunday.  An hour a week is not enough.  When we leave here, we 

must take Christ the King with us.   Sometimes we can have silos and keep the 

Jesus of Sunday here and the rest of our life over there.    That is not that way in 

works.  If we say Jesus is Lord, Jesus is king, he has to be so 7 days a week. 

 

• Christ reigning over us means that we let Jesus into the whole house and not 

only into a couple rooms. CS Lewis spoke of how we are always ready to 

receive Christ in the drawing room but we do not want him to enter the rest of our 

house.  We need let Christ into each room.    

 

These are just some ways that we can show how Christ reigns over us. That Jesus 

Christ is Dominus, ruler of our life.  For this king, this monarch, died but rose.   That is 

the difference.  And the symbols of his office? A cross and a crown of thorns. That is 

how he reigned. This is how he saved us.  That is how this Monarch, king has outlives all 
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the others. He is still here, working in our world, in our lives.   Long live Christ the King. 

Amen.  

 

 


