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4th Sunday in Ordinary Time C (Jan. 30, 2022, STM: 9:15) 

Reflecting on our second reading today, N.T. Wright tells of a practical joke Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
used to play on his father, Leopold -- who was also a musician. After a wild night out on the town with 
his friends, Wolfgang would stumble into the house, sit down at the piano and pound out a rising scale 
of notes. But he wouldn't finish the scale. He would just get up from the piano bench and go to bed. 

Wolfgang knew the unfinished scale would drive his father crazy. Leopold would toss and turn in his bed, 
sleepless, until he had to get up, go to the piano and finish the scale his son had started.  

"What we are concerned with here," Wright explains, "is the way in which Paul describes the call of love, 
and of life itself, as an unfinished scale, going ahead of us into God's future. The music of love, which will 
one day be completed, is therefore not just our duty. It is our destiny." --N.T. Wright, Paul for Everyone: 
First Corinthians (SPCK, 2004), 175-76. 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, I love that. “The music of love, which will one day be 
completed, is therefore not just our duty. It is our destiny." Love is our destiny.  The eternal love of God.  
Gazing upon, upon pure and holy love.  This is the love that Paul writes of today.  Now, I bet that many 
of you had that reading read at your wedding. Raise your hands.  Well, I hate to burst your bubble here, 
but Paul did not have you in mind when he wrote it. He did not write it for future husbands and wives.  
He wrote it as a letter to the Church in Corinth.  He wrote it as an instruction on the true meaning of 
love in the Christian context. His intention was to define love as it should manifest in life and culture, to 
friends, family, society, humankind…and probably, he especially meant to impact how people of faith 
thought about and treated each other.  This is a letter to all of us-to all the Church-to all those who go 
about this life of faith and struggle along the way trying to live a life of love. 1 Cor. 13 is a constant 
reminder, a constant challenge, a constant call to be who God intended us to be…to be people who love 
and love well. 

Today, I want to look at three key aspects of this exhortation on love from the Apostle Paul.  

First, and perhaps most challenging, is this: Love is patient.  If we think of this passage as a description 
also of God’s love for us, we can begin to understand it better.  If we hear “God’s love is patient,” it 
means that even when we are angry and clench our teeth in anger at God or make a fist and shake it to 
the sky, God’s love does not suddenly stop.  God does not love us just on our good days. And God does 
not despise us on our worst days.  God’s passion, and think about that, God’s love is passionate. Think of 
everything you know about passion. That is how much and how intense and how crazy God’s love is for 
us.  God’s love is not about ebbs and flows.  His love is patient, unfailing through health and sickness, 
anger and sorrow, triumph and failure.  His Love is patient.  

And so, our love for each is meant to echo, to reflect this love of God.  Patience isn’t just a virtue. It’s at 
the heart of what real love is all about.  “The music of love, which will one day be completed, is 
therefore not just our duty. It is our destiny.”    In this life, we are trying to get one thing right.  We are 
trying to get love right because in the end we are meant for love, for divine love. 

Secondly, love is kind.  Love is meant to be given away. Kindness, real kindness is not a manipulative 
effort to get what we want. It is a matter of giving without the hope of a reward.  God does not need 
anything from us but always shows his kindness—even to those who refuse to love Him back. So, for us 
this means that we embrace the definition of love as willing the good of the other.  We put aside our 
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claims and expectations because we’re more interested in what’s good for someone else—even if they 
don’t deserve it. It’s much like the famous “Good Samaritan” that Jesus talked about, a man who put 
aside centuries of cultural hate to care for someone in need.  Jews and Samaritans were not supposed to 
interact with each other. They were not supposed to care about each other.  They were supposed to hat 
each other.  Rather, this Samaritan cares for a dying man.  Love is kind.  

Third, Love is not jealous.   Envy is a horrible thing, but our culture tells us that envy can drive us to be 
better, to get the thing we want, to overcome challenges.  If we want something that someone else has, 
surely, we will be motivated, right? That is not the way that God sees it. Envy rots away at the 
connections between us because we want something we feel like we deserve Our frustration grows and 
grows while our intimacy shrinks and shrinks. However, when we put aside envy, we are left with love 
because we find what we’re looking for. John Upchurch says: When we’re looking for the best in 
another person, when we’re on the hunt for the good in them, we’re much more likely to find it. And 
much less likely to look somewhere else for what we “deserve.” And we can be very glad that God is like 
that—not wishing for better humans but seeking us out.    God is always seeking us out to gently draw 
us into his all-embracing love. Remember the words from Jeremiah: “I have loved you with an 
everlasting love; I have drawn you with loving-kindness.”  

Remember that real love always points us back to the One who first loved us. And God practiced 
patient, kind, other centered love through the sacrifice of the Son on the cross. “The music of love, 
which will one day be completed, is therefore not just our duty. It is our destiny.” 

Victor Hugo, in Les Misérables, wrote this: 

The future belongs to hearts even more than it does to minds. Love, that is the only thing that can 
occupy and fill eternity. In the infinite, the inexhaustible is requisite. 
Love participates of the soul itself. It is of the same nature. Like it, it is the divine spark; like it, it is 
incorruptible, indivisible, imperishable. It is a point of fire that exists within us, which is immortal and 
infinite, which nothing can confine and which nothing can extinguish. We feel it burning even to the very 
marrow of our bones, and we see it beaming in the very depths of heaven.  

 Love is meant to be felt in the very marrow of our bones. That is how deep it goes inside of us.  
And that is how deep it is in the life of heaven. God is love.  Plain and simple.  We must be practitioners 
of love.  We spend our days getting that right so that we can be enveloped in love one day by the 
Father.  I think for us there is great hope in this.  I think this is what we all want.  And while on this earth, 
we want to be loved, to be really loved.  Think about the person who loves you the most and think 
about the person you love the most.  Think about all of those feelings that come along with this love 
relationship in whatever form it takes.  Why do you love that person? How do you love them? Why do 
you spend time loving him or her?  I think you would agree with me that the love you have for that 
person is worth it. It is worth the sacrifice and the hurt that sometimes comes along with love. To love, 
leaves yourself vulnerable but we are made for love and so we have to work on it. Yes,  But anything of 
value takes some work.  

We are called to love as God loves.  To love with patience, kindness, gentleness and temperance.  We 
are called to practice the music of love, which is indeed our destiny. Amen.  
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