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6th Sunday in Ordinary Time C (Feb. 13, 2022, STM: 5:15, 9:15, 11:15) 

In this life, we all have some basic needs, and we are driven to attain them. Those needs could be 
affirmation, love, belonging, recognition, self-esteem, security.  We do a lot to fill those needs, to satisfy 
the hunger of our soul, our psyche, our body.  There is a lot of restlessness in us sometimes as we walk 
through life and try to fill the needs that we have.  St. Augustine hit on this when he famously said: “our 
hearts are restless until they rest in thee O Lord.” 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, each of us, as we walk the path of life, is seeking happiness.  
That is a basic desire. I think we could all agree that we want to be happy in this life.  Our path to 
happiness will look different from the person next to us.  And our definition of happiness can change as 
we go through the various stages of our life.   Think back to when you were younger and what you 
thought would bring you happiness. How has that changed?  If you are young, think about how you 
presently define happiness.  What are your goals?  Where are you putting all your eggs?  What do think 
will make you really, really happy in this life now and in the future?  We all have various ways of defining 
what will bring us a happy life.   Jesus, as He tends to do, has some other ideas.  He is the one who tells 
us to seek first the Kingdom of God and then everything else will be added.  There is the road map.  
There is a way to come to true happiness. The things we seek in this life can bring us passing happiness 
but, in the end, we may be even hungrier than when we started.  

Jeremiah warms us today to avoid trusting just in human beings and human things.  So often we rely on 
ourselves or other people or money or our job.   Who can blame us?  Since we were young, we were 
taught to work hard, apply ourselves and we will get what we want out of life.    It is the old system of 
reward and punishment. But here is the thing, that can work against us when Jesus opens His mouth.  
Rather than being self-reliant, Jesus talks about how he is the vine and we are the branches.  What 
happens when the branch breaks off the vine? It dies.  

Today we hear Luke’s version of the Beatitudes.  They are strikingly different from Matthew’s better-
known version. To begin with, the Beatitudes in Luke take place in a different location. In Matthew, it’s 
the Sermon on the Mount, and in Luke, it’s the Sermon on the Plain. Matthew has 8 Beatitudes. Luke 
has 4.  But the biggest difference for Luke, compared to Matthew, is that Luke includes statements of 
woe.   He seems to speak out against those with a bit of money, those who have full bellies, those who 
laugh and get complimented.  

What is Jesus getting at in all of this?  It is a life lesson.  Jesus is challenging foundational concepts of the 
society of His day and the society of our day.  He is calling us to live by the standards of the Kingdom of 
God.   Who among us would consider mourning as a way of being blessed?  No one usually says to 
mourners at a wake service or a funeral “how blessed you are.”  So many of us have watched as friends 
and family have gone through the death  and dying process of their loved ones.  It is very hard.  The soul 
is empty and the heart is broken.   It is difficult to find blessing in the midst of such a thing. 

Who would say to the hungry person on the street: “you are so blessed.”  Who would say to the poor at 
the homeless shelter: “boy, this is great and blessed life that you have.”   Think of those being 
persecuted because of religion or race.  Do we consider them blessed?   

What are we to make of all this?   I think Jesus is calling us to look beyond the normal things we use to 
satisfy hunger and thirst, to stop pain and sorrow.  There are temporary fixes.  Jesus is saying that it is 
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me that you can be filled. It is me that you can find joy.   I am the way true path to happiness.  
Everything else we use to bring us happiness, may only last a little while.  But in me, you will find 
happiness that will last for eternity. 

Now, I am not saying that we should not find joy in the things and the people of the world.  It is 
important for us to be and to feel loved.  We want to know the love of another person.  That is an 
important human need.     It is okay to desire to be happy in our job.   We should enjoy the things that 
the world of entertainment gives us: music and dance and art. We should enjoy the beauty we find in a 
sunset or a waterfall.  All good things.   These are all things that are part of our life here on earth.  These 
are ways that we experience the created world.  But the key difference is that we cannot depend on 
these things to be the source of our ultimate joy.    If we do, we will always be hungry for more.  And we 
will be disappointed a lot.  Life disappoints us.  People disappoint us.   

We must remember that our true purpose in this life is to find intimacy with God. For in the end, we 
want to be enveloped in the arms of God.  And the deeper we can fall in love with God in this life, to 
more we will come to understand and see that God in our life with Him.   You see, all we do in this life 
makes more sense if we discover our identity in Christ and we take that Christian identity into all of the 
aspects of our life.  Our Christian identity must inform everything in our life. 

Now we can look at those Beatitudes through the lens of our Christian faith.   

Blessed are you who are poor, 
                        for the kingdom of God is yours. 
            Blessed are you who are now hungry, 
                        for you will be satisfied. 
            Blessed are you who are now weeping, 
                        for you will laugh. 
            Blessed are you when people hate you, 
                        and when they exclude and insult you, 
                        and denounce your name as evil 
                        on account of the Son of Man. 
Rejoice and leap for joy on that day! 
Behold, your reward will be great in heaven. 

Do you see how they sound when we have the end goal in mind and when we enter into these 
Beatitudes with our Christian mindset? With this, we can begin to understand that we are blessed if we 
are poor, hungry, cry or bear insult because we have the love of Christ, his approval and protection.  We 
know that we are not alone. We know that what human love may lack is made up in the love of Christ. 

Today we are challenged to not rely on just this thing I call myself. We are to rely on Christ. We are to 
rely on the blessedness that He offers to us.   Yes, we have some important needs in life that we want 
fulfilled.  We hunger for love. We hunger for security. We hunger for consolation.  We hunger for 
companionship. All good. But, but, but—we must recognize that it is only truly in the person of Jesus 
Christ that we find our ultimate happiness.    

This thing we call Christianity is one big life lesson.  We learn as we go. Today we are asked to relook at 
what blessedness is all about and how we will react next time we find ourselves hungering for 
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something to satisfy a need-whatever that need is and if it does not turn out the way we think it should. 
We will be asked to think about how we will react next time we have a loss in life or come up against 
some kind of insult or persecution. Can we see it through the lens of Christ? Can we see it through the 
lens of divine blessedness? For it is in Christ that we have the truest way to find our blessedness, indeed 
our hope, our life. Amen. 

(Portions adapted from Deacon Dave) 

 

 

 


