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8th Sunday in Ordinary Time C (Feb. 27, 2022, STM: 9:15) 

An 80-year-old woman was arrested for shoplifting. When she went before the judge he asked her, 

'What did you steal?' She replied, "A can of peaches." The judge asked her why she had stolen them. She 

said that she was hungry. The judge then said, "Well, how many peaches were in the can anyway?” 

"Six," she said. The judge said, "Well then, I'm going to give you six days in jail." Before the judge could 

actually pronounce the punishment, the poor woman's husband spoke up and asked the judge if he 

could say something. The judge said, "What is it?" The husband said, "She also stole a can of peas." 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, how easy is it to point out the faults of others?  As we stand 

today at the threshold of the holy season of Lent, the Church puts before the gospel passage that is 

pretty well known to most of us.  It is actually a but humorous.  Jesus could be pretty funny.  It is okay to 

think of Jesus as funny.   He had a sense of humor.  G.K. Chesterton once said: “The great surprise about 

God is His mirth.”   We know that Jesus loved a good party. He was found at wedding parties. I doubt he 

was all sad faced and boring. He probably drank good wine and danced.  Jesus uses banquets in his 

parables.  He spoke about parties being thrown over finding lost coins, lost sheep and lost sons.    Jesus 

often used puns, plays on words or great exaggeration to make a point.    “Can a blind person lead a 

blind person?”  This led Jesus to talk about having a big old plank in your own eye while pointing out the 

speck of sawdust in your neighbor’s eye.  When you think about it, and try to imagine the scene he 

describes, it is really funny imaged indeed. Jesus asked why we tend to criticize and judge others for the 

smallest things, as if we were so pure and perfect.   

Imagine a plank sticking out of someone’s eye.  And then imagine that person looking around and 

pointing out a speck of sawdust in someone else’s eye with that plank in their own eye.   You know what 

it is like when you get something in your eye. It is irritating and you just have to get it out. You have to 

get the smallest of specks out.  We go for the Visine.  Imagine a whole plank sticking out. You get Jesus’ 

humor, and you get his point: if we jump quickly to remedy our own eye irritation before we attempt 

anything else, why don’t we focus just as readily and urgently on the flaws in our own character and 

behavior and thoughts before we try to fix others, before we judge? 

Commentator Kent Hughes said, “We find it so easy to turn a microscope on another person’s sin, but 

we look at ours through the wrong end of a telescope. We easily spot a speck of phoniness in another, 

because we have a logjam of it in our own lives. Wrath toward the speck in someone else’s life may 

come from the suppressed guilt over the same massive sin in our own lives.” 

An interesting twist on this statement is that speck and plank are from the same original word, meaning 

they are of the same substance.  You get what Jesus is saying.  People are so good at finding faults in 

others because they are all too familiar with it themselves.  

This is all a good reminder for us as we walk this next couple of days into Lent.   We all have eye 

problems, do we not?  We all suffer from this problem of finding it very easy to rank the sins of others 

while forgetting about our own.    We all have a judgmental spirit.  We can judge others for things we do 

not do and forget our own list of things that are just a bad or maybe worse.  We may be tempted to 

judge people for doing something we secretly wish we could do or have done in our past that no one but 

God knows.  Our judgmental spirit is sometimes disguised as envy or jealousy or a means to focus 

attention away from our own sin. Sometimes we may just have amnesia about this: about how much 
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God has forgiven us, cancelled our debt and, in doing so, has called us to pass along the grace we have 

received.  

So, do not forget the humor of the Christ. Maybe Jesus was funny so He could disarm us and make us 

laugh at ourselves as we as Hid help to get rid of our own planks.   Maybe it is meant to get rid of our 

“holier than thou” attitudes.  Maybe Jesus is asking us to be more compassionate and empathetic 

because we have realized our own eye problems.   It is not easy to take an honest look at ourselves.  It is 

much easier to just go through our life noticing what other people are doing wrong.  But, at the heart of 

the Christian life is conversion-growing closer to the divine heart of Christ.  We are always challenged to 

see how we can do better, how we can live better lives. Perhaps we need to ask ourselves how can I 

better a better person, a better spouse, a better boss, a better coach, a better disciple? 

Now, all of this does not mean that we can never offer some constructive criticism to others.  This is 

okay as long as our motivation is correct and that we do so in charity.  Fr. Benny Tuazon reminds us: 

Jesus was stressing the fact that humility is basic. Learning to humble ourselves opens ourselves to the 

concern of others. The combination of self-criticism and fraternal correction is a perfect recipe for 

becoming a good person. And, as the Gospel says, “A good person out of the store of goodness in his 

heart produces good…” 

God sees our heart.  God acts with generosity, understanding and compassion.  This, and not judgment 

and condemnation, is the model or our human interactions.  Maybe our prayer this week and this Lent 

can be not along the lines of Lord, change him or change her or change it; but along these lines: "Lord, 

change me. Change my attitude. Change my pattern of negative thinking. Change my sarcasm with my 

spouse. Change the way I nag at my children. Change my desire to noticed. Change the greed and the 

envy that is in me. Change my heart.  Create me anew.  Bring me back to you.  Give me generosity and 

compassion. Help me to see clearly so that I can pass along the grace you have given to me by healing 

me, forgiving me, loving me and loving me to end. Amen” 

 

(Portions adapted from Graceworks, Feb. 27, 2022) 

 


