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3rd Sunday of Lent C (March 20, 2022, STM: 11:15) 

Question: How long should you wait? 

• For love? 

• In a line at the post office? 

• For an elevator? 

• For a loved one to deal with an addiction? 

• For a plumber to show up? 

• For a boyfriend to propose? 

• For fresh concrete to harden before driving on it? 

• To go swimming after eating? 

• To retire? 

• Before moving adult children out of the house?  

• Before seeing a doctor, if ... 

• For the homily to end 

• For the Yankees to win the World Series again? 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, waiting is a sort of lost art. Some of us are not very good at 

waiting.  This experience is best understood by an expectant mother who waits 9 months for her child. 9 

months of experiencing the growth of another human inside of her. However, I suspect that you can bet 

that if anyone finds a way to safely speed up even that process, many in this world would pay top dollar 

for it. 

We live in an instant culture.  Instant messages. Instant payments via Zelle, Paypal or Venmo on our 

phones.  We want the fastest internet that we can get.  We become impatient when we are trying to do 

something online and all we get is that little circle just spinning.  We want it work now. We want things 

fast.   We tend to not like to wait. I noticed at a doctor’s office recently that the wait times for each 

provider were listed…from five minutes to an hour.    We are so used to things happening quickly, 

arriving quickly.  We like the idea of same day or next day delivery. There were times when it took 

weeks, months to get a letter across the country. The Pony Express guaranteed delivery of a letter from 

St. Louis to Sacramento in 10 days or less. Text messaging in those days. 

We're a people who increasingly expect – and downright demand -- a world without waiting, which can 

make being a follower of Jesus Christ incredibly frustrating. The longer you're a part of God's family, the 

more you begin to realize that God is not beholden to our obsession with efficiency or competition with 

others to improve turnaround.  This is especially true, and most vividly illustrated, in how God chooses 

to deal with sinful, broken people. You know, the sister-in-law who you wish would get her act 

together today, the daughter who you wish respected you now or the unbelieving spouse who you wish 

were with you this morning. You've been praying for them, working on them, being patient with them, 

and you just wish something would change with them. Truth-be-told, you're angry that God has not 

done something with that person just yet. 

All of this is important as we consider the gospel for this 3rd Sunday of Lent.   Jesus is in the middle of a 

riff on repentance, in particular the importance of Israel, God's people, recognizing their need for a 

savior lest they experience the judgment of God. In doing so he relays a parable about an unfruitful fig 
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tree, a tree that in the estimation of its owner has been given more than enough time. But rather than 

cut it down, Jesus tells us of a gracious vinedresser who intercedes for the tree saying, " Sir, leave it for 

this year also, 

and I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future." (Luke 13:8).  

 

It may seem insignificant but this one sentence from Jesus is an essential reminder to how God does his 

most important, yet often painfully slow, work of changing lives.   Conversion is a long process-often 

lifelong. To bring about change, God tills the soil of our hearts and minds with his truth -- ripping out the 

weeds of lies and the old roots of sin and making way for good things to be planted. He then adds in the 

fertilizer, or in real terms love, the truth of the gospel and the promise of his unrelenting compassion in 

Christ, which serves to enrich our soil, begins to take root and spurs on new growth. Life change takes 

truth and love. 

 

But do not neglect what the vinedresser says first. "Let it alone for one more year." There is a third 

component to life change. It doesn't only take truth. It doesn't only take love. It takes time. Truth, love, 

and time. A lot of time. Think about it; tilling soil around a single tree doesn't take forever. Adding 

fertilizer could be done in a day. Yet the vinedresser asks for an entire year for new growth to occur. 

Clearly this is an essential, irreplaceable part of the process. 

 

This means that as members of God's family, we must not only learn how to wield his truth and comfort 

with the gospel, but we must be among the few who practice and perfect the lost art of waiting. We 

must wait so that the trees -- the people we love -- do not get cut down too soon or abandoned early. 

We must learn to wait so that this world can be as fruitful and as beautiful with the work of our good 

God as possible. 

All of us can probably think about someone in our life right now where patience is required and with 

whom we wish God would work fast.  Waiting might not be an easy aspect of discipleship to live out in 

this day and age, the good news is that God's word is packed with insights and encouragement on how 

one can faithfully wait on God's work. We must constantly keep in mind not simply the level of patience 

God's requiring us to have with others as he does his work, but first and foremost the level of patience 

God has had with us as he's done his work. We're each beneficiaries of God's incredible patience and are 

quick to ask for more as we slip and stumble in this world. When we're tempted to rail that God is taking 

too long to fix others, let us remember how long he has worked on us and aim to afford them the same 

luxury. 

    

Lastly, we must wait with an end in mind. Notice the vinedresser asked for a year, but he didn't demand 

forever. Jesus' point in the parable was that eventually time would run out for the unfruitful trees, the 

unrepentant Israel, and God would prune them -- judge them -- accordingly. Eventually 

something will happen. God will act, either in ways that make us cheer or in ways that make us wonder, 

but always in ways that are ultimately, according to his mysterious sovereignty, good. We will not wait 

forever. 
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This truth can also be instructive and freeing for us as God's people, seeking to know how long we 

should hold in a particular situation. We must feel free to set boundaries as we love people and wait for 

them to grow and change. Yes, we must extend them the luxuries of truth, grace and time, well beyond 

our initial impulses to throw in the towel. But we cannot wait forever. At some point it's okay to wish 

them well, pray for their change, but shake the dust off our feet and move forward. In fact, many times 

simply knowing that you have the freedom to move on from a situation gives you the strength to keep 

going in that situation. 

 

Waiting is inevitable. Is this not what this life of ours is about? Waiting to look on the glory of God.  You 

know, many of us can be thankful that God is patient with us and affords us his mercy.  Maybe we need 

to afford others the same luxury and patience.  May we trust that God is somehow working in others, 

even if we cannot see it.   Amen.  

Much of this has been taken from Homiletics, March 3, 2013 

 


