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Easter Sunday 2022 

Resurrexit sicut dixit!  ALLELUIA!  ALLELUIA!   

He has risen as He said!  ALLELUIA!  ALLELUIA!) 

Three friends were discussing death and one of them asked: "What would you like people to say about 

you at your wake service while your dead body in the coffin is visible to everyone?" The first of the 

friends said: “I would like them to say, he was a great humanitarian who cared about his community.” 

The second said: “He was a great husband and father who was an example for many to follow.” The 

third friend said, “I would like them to say, ‘Look, he’s moving in the coffin!!’" There is your “Risus 

Paschalis,” your Paschal/Easter joke.  

Christianity, says Barbara Brown Taylor, is the only world religion that confesses a God that suffers. It is 

not all that popular an idea, a God who suffers, even among Christians. We prefer that God of Christmas 

- a God who brings hope without death - a God who prevents suffering - only that is not the God we 

have got. What the cross and empty tomb teach us is that God’s power is not the power to force human 

choices and cease human pain. It is, instead, the power to pick up the shattered pieces and make 

something holy out of them – not from a distance but right up close. By entering into the full Easter 

movement - from betrayal to death to resurrection, God took the human-made wreckage of the world 

inside God’s own body and labored with it – a long labor, almost three days – and God did not let go of it 

until it could be transformed and returned to us as life. That is the power of a suffering God, not to 

prevent pain but to redeem it, by going through it with us . Ours is a God who didn’t avoid  death, but 

transformed it. 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, we come together on this Easter Day.  Christ has gone 

through the long labor and transformed death.  He made death victorious.  That is the joy of what we 

celebrate today.     

Today we hear the story of Mary Magdalene going to the  tomb of Christ.  Hour earlier, she had watched 

her dear friend died in the most awful of ways on a cross.  She goes to the burial site to mourn.  Her eyes 

had to adjust to the darkness of early morning. What she sees astounds her.  The stone that sealed the 

tomb-the stone that separates what was from what is-has been removed.  She probably begins to 

wonder how. It is so huge; impossible to budge.  Why? The stone was meant to mark an ending.  

Imagine the cascade of emotions coursing through Mary’s body.  She is shocked. Terrified. Angry.  Who 

could have taken the Christ? She is in despair.  She already was. Think of the three days.  She is grieving.  

She wants her friend back.     

These are all heavy emotions. Think about what you have gone through when you have lost a loved one.  

The Magdalene could have easily crumbled under the wight of her grief.  She could have froze.  Should 

could have sat down.  Instead, what does she do?  The opposite. She runs.   For this death is different. 

This death is different.  This death is transforming.  

Mary runs to Peter and the Beloved Disciple. Imagine that she was gasping for breath.  She then begins 

to preach the Good News: “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, we don’t know where they put 

him.”  Peter and the Beloved Disciples then begin to go through a wave of emotions, I imagine. What do 

they do? They run. They run…to the tomb. What do they find? Burial clothes.  They should be around 

Christ.  Dead people are supposed to stay dead, not break free. But this death is different. This death is 
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transforming.   They do not fully understand what was said that Christ had to rise from the dead. Such a 

thing would make no sense.  It deifies everything about human nature, about the fragility of life and the 

certainty of death. 

As darkness turns to dawn, The Magdalene, Peter and John the Beloved find themselves at the threshold 

of love’s  greatest mystery. But they do not know what is next. They have not yet seen in the risen 

Christ.   But they do no one thing; they absolutely know one thing: this death is different. This death is 

transforming.  

We come here today to celebrate this truth, the truth that the death of Christ was different and his 

resurrection changed everything.  And the resurrection matters. It really matters.   

You have come here today because you believe that the resurrection matters; that Jesus coming back 

from the dead was an event that changed the course of history. Think about it.  It even changed how we 

could time.  We have “BC”-the time before Christ and AD-the Year of the Lord.  Someone said “the 

Christ event was so important that we have stop and change how we count our days and our years.” 

That is how impactful Jesus was.  The resurrection was so important that 1 in 3 people claim the name 

of Christian. The resurrection was so important that there is artwork and books written about this man 

who never painted a picture or wrote a book.  Easter says to us that this death was different. This death 

transformed the world.  The apostles devoted and gave their lives to the cause of preaching the 

resurrection.  Chuck Colson asked, “But what about the disciples? Twelve powerless men, peasants 

really, were facing not just embarrassment or political disgrace, but beatings, stonings, execution. Every 

single one of the disciples insisted, to their dying breaths, that they had physically seen Jesus bodily 

raised from the dead.” He went on to say, “Men will give their lives for something they believe to be 

true; they will never give their lives for something they know to be false.”   This death and subsequent 

resurrection were so different, so important that the apostles died for the message. They died for the 

message. 

Each of us today is granted the chance to renew our belief in the resurrection.  In a moment, I will ask 

you to renew the promises of your baptism. You will be asked to say “I do” to all we believe about the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. You will be asked to say “I do” to the message of Easter, to the power of 

resurrection, to the fact that this death was different and transforming.   

The Risen Christ comes to each of us today and invites us to be transformed by divine love. Christ 

labored three long days to transform us. To transform our sufferings, our pain, our sorrows.  What do 

you bring here to church this Easter Sunday?  What do you bring? To you bring doubt? Good. Do you 

bring a lack of understanding? Good. Do you bring hurt because of something you experience in the 

Church? Good.  I say good because today, this Easter Sunday, has the power to transform that.  The 

message of Easter is one of newness. It is one of union with Christ who break the prison bars of death 

and rose from the grave.  I welcome you here today.  Maybe you have been coming here for 40 years. 

Maybe you come each week. Maybe you come on Christmas and Easter. Maybe you came today 

because something stirred in your heart and lead you to our doors.  Good. Let today be the start of 

something new.  If you have been away from the Church for a while, see today as a chance to come 

home. If you are not Catholic, see today as a chance to look into the faith. If you have been a Catholic 

since you were baptized as an infant, see today, this Easter Sunday, as a chance to renew your faith.  If 

any of this appeals to you, contact me.  Go on the website. Take a bulletin.  Send me a note.   
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This death was different. This death was transforming. Transformed by the power of the resurrection.  

Easter offers us so much newness. Newness of life, newness of faith. Newness of hope.  Thanks for being 

here. Thanks for celebrating Easter with us, for celebrating resurrection. For it matters. It really matters.  

Resurrexit sicut dixit!  ALLELUIA!  ALLELUIA!   

He has risen as He said!  ALLELUIA!  ALLELUIA!) 

Portions adapted from: Jessie Bazan. 

 

 

 

 

 


