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Palm Sunday 2022 

William Carter in “The Best Things are Borrowed” writes this: 

It was a number of years ago, but the memory is still crystal clear. Our tour bus stopped on the top of 

the Mount of Olives. The 40 pilgrims in our group stepped off the bus. The plan was to walk down a road 

that has been there for 3,000 years. … 

This is the route that Jesus took when he entered the city on Palm Sunday. To this day, it is still a moving 

sight! 

Right by the bus were a couple of local men. They waited for the tourists like us. "Would you like to 

borrow a donkey to ride down the hill?" they asked. "Perhaps you would sit upon one and we can take 

your picture." These were not kind offers by generous new friends. This was the way those men make 

their living. 

None of us took them up on the offer, particularly when we heard it was fifty bucks for the picture and a 

hundred and a half to "borrow" the donkey. … 

As somebody notes, “Jesus was born in a borrowed place and laid in a borrowed manger. As he traveled, 

he had no place of his own to spend the night. He rode into the city on a borrowed donkey. He ate his 

final meal in a borrowed room. He was crucified on a borrowed cross, wearing a borrowed crown that 

jokers stuck upon his head. And when he died, somebody placed his body in a borrowed tomb.” 

Jesus was a borrower. He did not grasp or grab what did not belong to him, but shared what was given 

to him freely. As the early church pondered the identity and character of Jesus, it declared, "Jesus did 

not count equality with God as something to be clutched." Our Lord did not hold onto heavenly glory 

and throw his weight around. He never forced himself upon anybody. So Jesus emptied himself. He gave 

himself completely away for the benefit of others. 

—William Carter, “The Best Things Are Borrowed,” Day1.org. The source Carter identifies for the 

quotation about Jesus as a borrower is the Rev. Rob Elder. 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, we begin today the holiest of weeks.  We begin a different 

time, a sacred time.  We begin this week during which the drama of salvation unfolds before us.  And in 

this week, we are reminded that Jesus indeed gave himself completely away for the benefit of others.  

You see, Christ held nothing back. Not a thing.  He was free when he died.   He was empty.  

Normally, we think of empty is a negative way. Think about it.  We do not want to be empty-handed or 

have an empty gas tank or an empty bank account.  We do not want to have or hear empty words.  And 

worse of all, empty stomachs.   Yet on this Palm Sunday, we are reminded that Jesus “emptied himself” 

and became a servant.   

So what is our takeaway from all this for Holy Week?  A little self-emptying could be in order. Do we not 

sometimes become full of ourselves?  If we can have some humility and empty ourselves, we can pour 

something into that empty space.  Things like sympathy, love and humility. Maybe we can pour 

ourselves out rather than, for example, pontificate or posture on Twitter or Facebook.  Maybe we can 

serve the needs of others before sulking about what we do not have.   Maybe we can go against the 

cultural focus on serving ourself before others.  
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Holy Week invites us to move beyond this thing I call myself.  Perhaps the words of John Wesley’s 

“Covenant Prayer” are a fitting prayer to usher us into this week: 

I am no longer my own but yours. Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will. Put me to 

doing, put me to suffering. Let me be employed for you or laid aside for you, exalted for you or brought 

low for you. Let me be full, let me be empty. Let me have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and 

wholeheartedly yield all things to your pleasure and disposal. 

And now, glorious and blessed God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you are mine and I am yours. So be it. 

And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


