
 

“Some of the content of this homily is not claimed as original material; it is the fruit of years of reading and 
research. It was created solely for the purpose of an oral proclamation in the context of the liturgy of the Church. 
Every effort has been made to provide the necessary attribution to the authors of the sources.” 

3rd Sunday of Easter C (May 1, 2022 STM: 9:15, 11:15) 

One of the most beloved musicals of all time is Fiddler on the Roof. It offers the perfect mixture of 

humor and tragedy, love and hate, hope and struggle, tradition and change. And it’s all tied together 

with an amazing musical score.  

One of the less popular – or at least, lesser-known – songs in the musical is called, Do You Love Me? 

Tevye and Golde are a Jewish couple living in prerevolutionary Russia and struggling with changing 

traditions and growing anti-Semitism. Two of their five daughters have rebelled against tradition and 

chosen to marry someone they love rather than being betrothed to someone chosen for them by the 

local matchmaker. As their parents try to come to terms with this unfamiliar concept of marrying for 

love, Tevye asks his wife, “Do you love me?”  

Golde calls him a fool, accuses him of having indigestion, and tells him to go lie down. But Tevye reminds 

her of the day they met: their wedding day. He says he was nervous, but his parents assured him they 

would grow to love one another. So, he wants to know, “Do you love me?” Golde reviews all that she 

has done for him over the 25 years they’ve been married: washed his clothes, cooked his meals, cleaned 

his house, given him children, milked the cow. “After 25 years,” she argues, “why talk about love right 

now?” Tevye is the romantic one in this relationship. He wants to know how she feels. “Do you love 

me?” His persistence now has Golde wondering the same thing. “Do I love him? For twenty-five years 

I've lived with him, fought him, starved with him, twenty-five years my bed is his, if that’s not love, what 

is?” Tevye triumphantly accuses her, “Then you love me!” Finally, she relents, however unromantically, 

“I suppose I do.” And Tevye, in turn, confesses, “And I suppose I love you, too.” 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, on this 3rd Sunday of Easter, the Church puts before us this 

very intimate interaction and conversation between Peter and Jesus. One great take away from this 

conversation is that Peter was brutally and unashamedly human.  He was weak, imperfect, prone to 

making HUGE mistakes and yet he still has this big heart for God.  Jesus asks Peter that question: “Do 

you love me?”  Then he asks him again and again.  Jesus was trying to repair the heart of Peter.  This was 

a man who was chosen to be first among the apostles. He was to be what we now understand to the 

Pope. And Peter wants to do the right thing.  He loves Jesus. He loves him very much.  But Peter failed 

and he failed horribly. He denied Christ when it mattered the most…at the cross.  Peter’s weakness got 

the best of him. And so, after the resurrection, Jesus comes to remind Peter’s of this love for him and to 

heal that broken heart that was in Peter.  

Jesus could have asked Peter any question. He could have asked “Why did you run away?” “Why did you 

deny me?”  “Will you deny me again?”  But no. No.  He asks Peter if there is still love in Peter’s heart. 

Aware that Peter is not immune to sin, Jesus also knows that love will always lead him back to 

forgiveness, back to renewal, reinstatement and restoration.   

Jesus gently extends His forgiveness.  Freely and without reproach, He moves toward Peter.  Jesus could 

have alluded to the pain that Peter’s denials had caused him; He did not.  Jesus might have questioned, 

“How COULD you, Peter?....after all we’ve been through together….after all we’ve meant to one 

another…after all I’ve taught you…..’” He did not.   Jesus would certainly have been justified in saying He 

expected more of Peter….deserved more from him; He did not.  Rather, Jesus chooses a different path.  

All he wanted to do was to restore Peter. He wanted to rehabilitate him.   Jesus acts like a skillful 

surgeon of the heart, carefully closing each of the wounds in Peter’s story of failure, and giving him a 
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three-fold chance to profess the love he had no voice to says in that time of earlier denial.  And there is 

proof that Jesus really did forgive Peter and the rest of the disciples. He gives them jobs. “Feed my 

lambs. Tend my sheep. Feed my sheep.” He trusts Peter with responsibility, with leadership, with care of 

the Church. And then Jesus said again, the very first words Peter ever heard him say: “Follow me.” 

There is really a lot going on in this gospel passage. A lot to take in and process so I want to give you two 

takeaways today: 

First, looking at Peter, if we’re honest, can be a bit like looking in the mirror, we see our good intentions 

as Christians, our heart for the Lord, but we also see how our weakness so often undermines those very 

intentions. It’s good, though, to know that there is a place in Jesus’ band of followers, even amongst 

those closest to Him, for someone who is like Peter, someone who frequently makes mistakes. It means, 

that there is such a place for us, too.  We are not defined by our failures. We are defined by the love and 

grace of God.   

In his book Bread for the Journey, Henri J.M. Nouwen writes that “we often confuse unconditional love 

with unconditional approval. God loves us without conditions but does not approve of every human 

behavior. God doesn’t approve of betrayal, violence, hatred, suspicion and all other expressions of evil, 

because they all contradict the love God wants to instill in the human heart. Evil is the absence of God’s 

love. Evil does not belong to God. 

 

 “God’s unconditional love means that God continues to love us even when we say or think evil things. 

God continues to wait for us as a loving parent waits for the return of a lost child. It is important for us 

to hold on to the truth that God never gives up loving us even when God is saddened by what we do. 

That truth will help us to return to God’s ever-present love.” 

Remember that. God never gives up on us. He never gave up on Peter.   

Second, it is important to note that it is Jesus who initiates the process of forgiveness; rather than hold 

back and wait for Peter to come to Him, Jesus made the first move toward reconciliation. In this, He 

offers an example to all of us.  When hurt or wronged by another, the bonds of love that bind us, one to 

another in Christ, demand that we forego our tendency to sulk or brood over our injuries.  Communal 

love and our mandate to forgive require us to be the FIRST to try to heal and repair whatever bonds 

have been strained or broken.    Think about the relationships in your life that are broken.  It is 

incumbent on you to take the first step…to move toward the other person like Jesus did.  This is the 

Christian calling. This is what we need to do.   

You will not be surprised to know that as a priest I have heard many people talk to me about broken 

relationships of some kind.  Parents and children. Brothers and sisters.  Friends.  My response is always 

this:  at the end of the day, you need to make sure you have done all you can to help that relationship. 

What the other person does is up to him or her but your job to take the initiative.     

So, we have this calling today to think about the truest meaning of love.  Love is hard. It is very hard.  It 

is forgiving and merciful.  It is proactive.  It, as Corinthians says, does not keep a record of wrongs.  Jesus 

did not keep a record of Peter’s wrongs.  He simply came and tried to repair Peter’s damaged heart by 

moving toward him. 
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Christ moves towards us as well at every step of our journey and asks us again and again “Do you love 

me?”  I hope, as we look at the totality of our life and how we live and act and what we say and do, we 

will be able to simply say “Lord, you know that I love you.” Amen. 

Portions adapted from A MANDATE OF FORGIVENESS, by Patricia Datchuck Sanchez, in CELEBRATION, 

April 29, 2001, p. 177 

 


