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I am not known for my neat writing. My penmanship is pretty bad. One of my elementary school 

teachers was Sister Ann Bernard. She taught me penmanship.   She was a very kindly nun and she tried 

to get me to write neatly.  Despite her best efforts, it did not work.   Among my staff in the office, I 

believe that there are some “go to” people for deciphering my writing.   

Growing up, many of us learned cursive writing. Raise your hand.  You remember what it was like to 

learn it: The S had the bends in the right places, and the W rose and dropped wonderfully at the 

command of your tiny fingers clutching that big pencil. Then, beaming brightly, you unveiled the writing 

to your parents, who happily approved your advancing skills.  (Maybe not in my case) It was a moment 

of victory to slant those letters precisely the way the teacher instructed and within the lines, too. 

Mastering cursive writing was one of those skills that marked a rite of passage; not only was your 

schoolteacher proud of you, better yet, writing in cursive clearly meant you were becoming grown up. 

Many schools though now are not teaching cursive.  Here at St. Thomas More, we do still teach cursive 

writing.    Cursive began to die in many places when more and more people used keyboards for 

communication and more people relied on texting. As a result, handwriting skills have decreased.  Some 

would say that digital communication is better, easier and more efficient.  

It is not surprising that along with the gradual disappearance of cursive writing has gone the habit of 

letter writing; a habit often called an art. So, the culture loses cursive writing, and no one notices, 

because in its place is faster, easier and efficient — the triune god of our time. 

 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, I want to speak today about a disappearing act.  Cursive 

writing is  disappearing.  But it is not the only thing that is vanishing.  Alan Wolfe, author of the 

Transformation of American Religion, notes that  a host of important religious concepts along with the 

moral practices that undergird them are also disappearing, and not only in secular culture but among 

many, if not most, congregations.  

 

Sin itself is a concept that seems to be dying in some places. The concept of sin has disappeared, 

rendered hopelessly quaint or even tacky, a sign of poor taste in public conversation, replaced by 

personal choices whose consequences are measured by their effects on one’s sense of personal well-

being, rather than a larger universe of moral obligations that have their foundation in a response to a 

righteous and just God. 

All of this takes us to what Jesus talks about today in the gospel.  We are instructed to keep Jesus’ word.  

In his final conversation with the disciples, Jesus repeatedly tells them that loving him and obeying his 

commandment belong together. Cutting against the grain, Jesus actually says that by our obedience we 

show our love for him. The very thing that many associate with feeling and personal choice — love — is 

what Jesus says his disciples are to do because he commands them to do it. 

 

This is a matter of obedience-not a word we like to hear sometimes.  Maybe a word that is disappearing 

as well in our modern day culture., Obedience though plays a huge role in our lives.  We learn to obey 

our parents. We learn to obey other adults. We learn to obey teachers. We (hopefully) learn to obey 
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rules.  We learn to obey traffic laws (maybe with the exception of what a yellow light means). We learn 

to obey the law of gravity. We learn to obey the unwritten codes of social convention. We priests take a 

promise of obedience to our bishop at ordination. We place our hands in his and pledge obedience to 

him and his successors. We promise to go where we are sent, to serve at our bishop’s pleasure.   If we 

learn to obey in the important areas of life, our lives tend to turn out better. 

However, what about obedience in our faith? According to Jesus, obedience plays an important role.   

Jesus did not say “If you love me, you will always have a great spiritual feeling.” No, what he said is, “If 

you love me, you will keep my commandments.” So, love and obedience go together in our faith. In fact, 

according to this passage obedience to Jesus is the primary evidence of love for him.  

Above adapted form James W. Rueb, “The faith God wants us to experience,” October 1, 2000, Moraga 

Valley Presbyterian Church Web Site, Mvpctoday.org. 

 

So, we have to work on perfecting obedience to our God. Just like we had to work on perfecting cursive 

writing, so too with our practice of obedience to God.  This kind of life requires hard work and practice. 

You could call it Cursive Obedience. And it’s not something you remember learning to do. It doesn’t 

“happen.” It’s a learned process. It’s a life. It’s a lifestyle. 

 

Remember how hard you had to work to learn to write in cursive? The purpose of all that practice was 

not just cruel punishment, but the ability to communicate well in writing. Some of us did better than 

others. But we know that  without the practice, there is no fulfillment. 

 

We have to learn obedience to God and his commands.  We cannot rely on our own inclinations or will.  

That will not lead us into deeper relationship with him.  We will not get to that deeper peace that Jesus 

promised.  Over time, we have to learn to obey Jesus’ commandment to love. We do this over a lifetime.   

It is not easy though.   Love is only easy on Hallmark cards. In actual life it can be quite demanding. On 

the one hand it is akin to the practice of learning to write in cursive or learning any other skill. You 

simply do it in faith.     

 

Some practical ideas on how we can practice obedience in our life of faith: 

Obedience can be in the simple form of how to recognize and try to honor God in our daily life.  That 

might seem obvious and easy but we well know that there are so many things that can distract us in this 

modern world.  Technology plays a huge role in this. We can get caught up in our screens and we miss 

the beauty of God in our midst.  It is important for us to honor the great commandment to love the Lord 

our God with our whole heart, soul and mind.  

 

Second, and this is among the hardest, love our neighbor as ourself.  Obedience to God means that we 

strive to forgive the faults of others, that we seek the good of the other, and that we work to not hold 

grudges. Being unwilling to forgive is to go against the command to love. 
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Third, prayer.  To live by faith means to live by prayer, commonly going to God in supplication and 

thanksgiving.  Praying is a form of obedience as we surrender ourselves to God, we give back to God for 

all that God has given to us.  We pray without ceasing as the scriptures tell us.  

True obedience stems from a transformed heart.  Hearts of stone to hearts of flesh.  We obey not just 

because it is the rule but because the heart knows the truth and longs to obey.   But this is a life-long 

process: learning what it means to really obey God.  We will succeed many times and we will fail many 

times.  When we fail, a merciful God is ready to forgive.  Each day, we offer our hearts to God.  We pray 

that God work on those hearts, converting what is hardened so that we may experience the peace that 

only Christ Himself can offer to us.  It is a peace that this world in which we live can never give.  It is not 

a passing peace, but a sustained peace.  It is a peace which is rooted in love of Christ and his gospel. It is 

a peace that finds freedom in obedient submission to the will of God and the commandments of Christ. 

And it is a peace that recognizes there is always, always mercy granted to us when we sin and seek 

forgiveness.  This is how we love Jesus,  how we obey and we keep His word. Amen.  

 

 

Portions adapted from: Christinity.com and Homilietics, May 16, 2004.  

 


