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For Immediate Release

The Monsignor Thomas P. Hadden African American Reparative Scholarship Endowment

About Thomas P. Hadden:

Thomas P. Hadden was ordained a Catholic priest on December 20, 1958, after having been the first 
African American to study at the North American College in Rome. He was one of the first Black pastors 
of a predominantly white parish in the South. Monsignor Hadden served in Newton Grove, Raleigh, 
and Wilmington, North Carolina. In the latter city, he helped organize St. Mary’s Social Ministries, an 
outreach program that offered emergency food, clothing, and furniture to the needy. His ministry led to the 
development of Hadden Hall, a low income housing residence for seniors. Monsignor Hadden’s willingness to 
welcome everyone led to the creation of a diverse racial, ethnic, and socio-economic community at St. Mary’s. 

About the scholarship and endowment:   
 
The Monsignor Thomas P. Hadden African American Reparative Scholarship is an award of up to $5,000 per 
year (dispensed $2,500 per semester). The award may be renewed each year. It is open to an African American 
high school senior whose family ancestor(s) was either enslaved or worked at the University of North 
Carolina/Chapel Hill from its creation to 1950. An explanation of the student’s ancestral connection to UNC/
CH is required. Note that priority during application evaluation will be given to students with financial need. 
This scholarship is open to students of any or no religious faith, and all fields of study are welcomed.

Parishioners of St. Thomas More have pledged $50,000 in a matching gift order to begin an endowment to 
fund this scholarship. 
 
The parish is currently seeking donors to raise the additional $50,000. An endowment would ensure that 
the scholarship is funded each year. To make a gift in the support of this scholarship, please visit the parish 
giving page at www.stmchapelhill.org/automated-giving.  If you prefer, you can send a check, payable to St. 
Thomas More Church, to 940 Carmichael St, Chapel Hill, NC 27514.  Please write Hadden Scholarship in the 
memo line. For specific questions regarding gifts to the Hadden Scholarship, please contact Coleen Siekierski 
at CSiekierski@stmchapelhill.org or 919-942-6250. For general information on the Hadden Scholarship, please 
contact Mary Ellen McGuire at MEMcGuire@stmchapelhill.org  or 919-942-6230.


