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Trinity Sunday C (June 12, 2022, STM: 5:15 and 11:15) 

In 1939 the poet T. S. Elliot wrote a book of poems called the Old Possums Book of 
Practical Cats. His poems were taken word for word and transformed by Andrew Lloyd 
Weber into a musical play which first appeared in London, then became a hit in New York, 
where it ran for nineteen years. You are probably familiar with the musical: Cats.  

In his poems, T.S. Elliot says that all cats have three names. The first name is the name 
that the people the cat lives with give it. You will notice I did not say the people who own 
the cat. No one ever owns a cat; they just find a way to live with the cat the best they can. 
Anyway, the guests in the cat's home give the cat a name Like Fluffy or Bitsy or Garfield. 
According to T.S. Elliott, the cat has a name that other cats know. The cat might be called 
by the others, McCavity the thieving cat, or Mephistopholes, the magical cat, or Old 
Deuteronomy, the wise old cat. But, Elliott says, the cat also has a third name. This is a 
secret name that reflects all that the cat really is. In the poetry, the cat spends all his life 
contemplating his real name before God. 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, T.S. Elliot, in that wonderfully titled poem, 
was not really writing about cats. He was writing about us-about people.  We too can be 
thought of having three names.  Let me explain: 

Each of us has a formal name, a name special name used by family and friends and then 
a secret name that reflects who we really are.  For example, my formal name is Father 
Scott McCue.  As a Dean in the diocese, my formal written title is “Very Reverend Scott E. 
McCue, V.F.” By the way, that stands for “Vicar Forane”-the Bishop’s foreign vicar in this 
area of the diocese.  Then there is my second name: Scott, that most of my family and 
friends use.  I do not like “Scotty."  Saintly older women who knew me growing up in my 
home parish would call me “Scotty.”  It was okay for them.   I also have a third name but I 
do not really know it.  It is a name that states who am I in my relationship with God.   I 
received that name at my baptism on Jan. 13, 1974.  And this name, expresses my deepest 
intimacy with God.  It is a name that reflects God’s great love for me and how has claimed 
me as his own. And I will spend the rest of life coming to a deeper and deeper knowledge 
of this name, of who I am before God.  

Each of you, my dear people, have three names. You have your formal name: Dr, Mr. 
Mrs.  You have the name those who know you well use. And then you have a name that 
proclaims to the world your unique relationship with God.  

Here on Trinity Sunday, we are meant to consider the name of God as Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  But today is not just about how we define God but also how we define 
ourselves.  The Trinity is an expression of who we are. You see, we have been baptized in 
the name of God and the goal of our lives is to find the particular unique expression of 
God’s love that we are meant to make present in the world.  We are meant to reveal our 
most profound name. 
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At baptism, we have been baptized into the very life of God, into this life of the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.  And throughout life, we are continually being called toward the 
Father.  Our life is a journey back to God.  And it is along different paths that each of us 
walks.  Some walk the path of marriage and parenthood.  Some follow the path of the 
single life.  Some follow that path of religious life and priesthood.  But all paths lead to the 
same destination: to get back to the Father.  

As we walk this path, as we come to know more about the name by which we are called 
by the beloved, we live our life in simple ways, carrying out the tasks entrusted to us in our 
vocation in life: 

❖ Telling your child for the thousandth time to clean up his room. 
❖ Putting up with your spouse’s ever-changing moods.  
❖ Giving up time with your friends to help a brother or sister.  
❖ Going to work and doing our work well 
❖ Going to school and completing all your tasks 
❖ Getting reports ready for the bishop and the diocese 

All of these taking their meaning as part of the path, the journey to the Father.   This 
Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity is about the very nature of God.  Who God is: one in 
three. We learn of the interrelationship of the divine persons-God the Father, God the Son 
and God the Holy Spirit. Each distinct yet in relationship with one another.  At the very 
heart of that relationship is love.   Sacrificial love.  The Father loved the world so much that 
He sent the Son. The Son came into the world as love incarnate and showed that love in 
the ultimate way on the cross. The Holy Spirit dwells in the world as the never ending 
presence of God.    We, through baptism, are caught up in all of this, in the very love of 
God.  As we walk through life, as we take those steps on this journey to the Father’s house, 
we seek God through sacrificial love.  We are called to the Father through Jesus Christ, the 
Tremendous Lover. 

 And as we walk through this life, we are reminded that our journey to God is not 
merely a matter of our individual relationship with God.  We journey to God so that others 
might join us in the journey that gives meaning to life. We journey to God so others can 
see Him in us and also be led to His presence.  This tells us that relationships are 
important. How we act toward others is important.  Today is a good day to think about 
how well we are doing in the relationships in our lives.  Do we show forth aspects of 
Trinitarian love in these? Trinitarian love is selfless, it is directed toward the good of the 
other.  Trinitarian love is sacrificial, it does not count the cost.  Each time we make the sign 
of the cross, we invoke Trinitarian love.  And we must strive to make that love a strong part 
of our daily life.  

 (11:15: Before I end, a word today to our graduates who are with us.  Today we 
remind you that you too have been called by name, set aside by God for a special purpose.  
You are going to walk along a new path in the fall as you go off to college or work.  As you 
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do so, it is important to stay close to God, close to the Church, close to love. Do not ever 
forget your worth before God and that He too has called you by name.  You have grown up 
in many ways in this parish community and today we give thanks for you and bless you that 
you may always know that great love of God, Father Son and Holy Spirit.)  

Scott, Mary, Leslie, Mark, Mr. Smith.  We all have a name.  But our most important  
name is that which is written on the very heart of God.  Our truest identity is found in our 
relationship with God who we celebrate today as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   This life we 
live leads us back home, back to our God, back to the One who loved us into being, w ho 
knows us best and who still calls us by name. Amen. Adapted from Msgr. Joe Pelegrino . 

 

 

 


