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13th Sunday in Ordinary Time C (June 26, 2022 STM: 11:15) 

Summer is officially here! Many of us have some travel plans for big trips and maybe 
some short trips to the beach or the mountains.   But I don’t think any of us have taken a trip 
like the one Miles Hilton-Barber took. 

In 2007,  this  58-year-old father of three flew halfway around the world, from London 
to Sydney Australia. It took him 59 days, through snowstorms, torrential rain and freezing 
temperatures. That in itself is amazing. But Miles Hilton-Barber…is blind. 

He lost his sight in 1987 due  to a hereditary condition. He managed to make the flight 
with a special audio device that announced his air speed and altitude. And he had some help, a 
co-pilot who was sighted. But Hilton-Barber did most of the work. And it took him more than 
halfway around the world. When he landed in Sydney he told reporters, “It’s the fulfillment of 
an amazing dream. I’ve wanted to be a pilot since I was a kid.” 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, this story of Miles came to mind with the 
scriptures that the Church puts before us today.  Jesus was in travelling mode.  He was fixed on 
getting to Jerusalem and this meant getting to the cross.  Jesus is  “resolutely determined to 
journey to Jerusalem,” and the gospel is about some of the people he meets along the way. 

Jesus too was travelling under difficult circumstances.  What is one of the things he 
knows? He is going to Jerusalem to die.  This may shed some light on the tone we hear Jesus 
use today.  The message that Jesus proclaimed is one that a blind pilot would appreciate and 
understand: focus on what is before you. Trust that God will guide you.  

Jesus tells the man who wants to say goodbye to his family: “No one who sets a hand to 
the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God.” This can sound really 
harsh. The man just wanted to say goodbye.  So what was Jesus really getting at here?  Don’t 
look back.  Focus on what is in front of you. Go forward.  Jesus was going forward to 
Jerusalem. Not backwards.  Jesus’s advice is this: Look to what needs to be done…not to what 
you’ve already done. Because what’s done…is done. 

I think often we can worry about mistakes that we have made.  We dwell on the wrong 
choices of our life. The sins we have committed. The bad choices we made, often when we 
were in a very different point in our life.  We wind up being consumed with regret.    

We could also spend too much time savoring the triumphs of our life or chew on the 
past, like a dog with a bone. How much time do we spend asking ourselves “What if…” 

What if…I had gone to a different college.  

What if…I had taken a different job? 

What if…I had married a different person? 

What if…I had exercised more, or procrastinated less? 
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What if…I had not made that stupid decision. 

The “what if” questions can  tend to overtake some people. 

Years ago on an episode of 60 minutes,  Charlie Rose asked Madonna: “Do you have any 
regrets?” Her answer: “No. My mistakes made me who I am.”  Now, Madonna may not be the 
best example for us but what she said is true.  Our mistakes do make us; but hopefully they 
form us for the future and aid in our decision making process going forward.  Our sin shapes us 
in some ways, yes. But hopefully we can turn that sin turns into virtue.   And the key thing:  do 
not replay the sins again and again, especially if you have confessed them in the sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  Often people say “Now Father, I have already confessed this but…” There is not 
“but.” You are forgiven. It is done.  Accept that mercy. Do not question if your sin was forgiven.   
Those choices have been made. They are in the past. They are dead. Focus on what is before 
you.  

Jesus says to another person in the gospel who wants to follow him but first bury his 
father:  “Let the dead bury the dead.” Let the past take care of itself. Focus on what is before 
you. And trust that God will guide you. “You will show me the path to life,” the psalmist tells us 
today. “Fullness of joys in your presence.”  Maybe Jesus had this psalm in mind as he walked 
that road to Calvary.   Jesus was focused on what was before Him.  

The pilot I spoke of, Miles Hilton-Barber, could not be concerned for where he had been. 
He could only focus on where he was going.  And imagine the amount of trust that was needed 
in his instruments and in his co-pilot.  He had to trust that he could defy the odds and arrive at 
his destination.  To do what some said would be impossible.  Milton set forth on his journey in 
faith.  

Today, Jesus asks these would-be disciples to trust. To have a heart wide open to him, to 
be focused on what is in front of them. This is what would be needed for the journey.  This is a 
good message for all of us who are walking through life.  We are not flying blind.  We have 
Christ at our side. He asks that we focus on what is front of us, to not dwell on the past and 
what we cannot change.   What is offered to us in the future is hope and happiness and an 
abundant life.   

Today, surrender the past. Surrender whatever it is that holds you bound.  Whatever 
those past hurts are, past sin, give it over to Christ. If you have not yet brought some great sin 
to confession, do so.  Let Christ heal you.  You can then look to the future and you, with Christ, 
can fix your eyes on Jerusalem. Amen. 

Adapted from Deacon Greg Kandra. 

 

 

 


