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Pentecost Sunday C (June 5, 2022-STM: 9:15) 

A pious man, who had reached the age of 105 suddenly stopped going to Mass. Alarmed by the old 

fellow’s absence after so many years of faithful attendance, the priest went to see him. He found him in 

excellent health, so the priest asked, “How come after all these years we don’t see you at Mass 

anymore?” The old man lowered his voice. “I’ll tell you, Father,” he whispered. “When I got to be 90, I 

expected God to take me any day. But then I got to be 95, then 100, then 105. So, I figured that God is 

very busy and must have forgotten about me, and I don’t want to remind Him. 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today we celebrate the great Solemnity of Pentecost.  This 

is the 50th day of Easter. Pentecost literally means 50th.  It is a feast celebrated on the 50th day after 

the Passover feast by the Jews and a feast celebrated on the 50th day after the feast of the Resurrection 

of Jesus by Christians. The Jewish Pentecost was originally a post-harvest thanksgiving feast. Later, the 

Jews included in it the remembrance of God’s Covenants with Noah after the Deluge and with Moses at 

Mt. Sinai. 

This is the feast is often spoke about as “the birthday of the Church.” The apostles were hold up in the 

Upper Room. They were afraid. They were not doing what they should have been doing as apostles. 

They were not being the Church at that time.   They Church had a mission: to go forth and proclaim the 

message of the life, death and resurrection of Christ.  But they were afraid and maybe they were hoping 

that God would forget about them, that He would leave them alone.  And so, the Holy Spirit steps in.  

The Holy Spirit comes down as tongues of fire and transform those scared apostles into fiery preachers 

and evangelizers. They were given the anointing of the Holy Spirit. They began to speak in native 

languages.  They went out and became the witnesses that they were meant to be.  They just needed 

some help to be the Church.  

 And so, here we are some 2000 years after that Pentecost event. We are here as the Church.  I have a 

question for you today though: why are you here? Why do you keep coming? What keeps you in the 

Church?  We know very well that there are those who have left the Church, who have gone elsewhere or 

just do not practice their faith, or any faith. Maybe people have left before of scandal in the Church. 

Maybe some have been treated wrongly by a priest.  Maybe some have left because of Church teaching.  

There all kinds of reasons.  

 It is perfectly understandable that all of us would struggle with the Church from time to time.  It’s just 

too much like us!  Weak, sinful, vacillating, and sometimes downright dysfunctional.  At times like that, it 

is good to remember that many of the saints struggled too.  Servant of God, Dorothy Day liked to quote 

Romano Guardini saying, “The church is the cross on which Christ is crucified today.” Thomas Merton, 

when silenced by his religious superiors, wrote to a friend with undisguised anger that a monk would 

not be allowed to speak against war: “Man, I would think that it just might possibly salvage a last shred 

of repute for an institution that many consider to be dead on its feet…”  St. Catherine of Siena, during a 

time of church scandals in the 14th century, wrote to a group of cardinals in Rome, saying, “You are 

flowers that shed no perfume, but a stench that makes the whole world reek.”  Even the saints – or 

perhaps, especially the saints – faced disappointment, frustration, and anger with organized religion.  

When any of us feel discouraged about the Catholic Church, we could recall that for all their problems 

with the church, people like Day, Merton, and Catherine of Siena remained firmly within the Catholic 

community.  During moments of frustration, we can say, “Well, they were smarter and holier than I am, 

and they stuck it out.”  (Adapted from James Martin, MY LIFE WITH THE SAINTS, p. 375)   
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Now, with all of this mind, we also have to say that the Church is a good place. It is a wonderful place.  

And for most of us, we would not go anywhere else. When we were at the height of the most recent 

abuse crisis, a staff member, struggling with all of it, said “where else would I go?”  It is true. Many of us 

would say “where else would I go?” This Church of ours breathes the Spirit, challenges us to goodness, 

pricks our consciences to do the right, good and beautiful, helps us to celebrate life’s great moments of 

birth and love and comforts us in our sorrows of sickness and death.  It holds up great examples of how 

life can be truly lived, and operates the largest agencies in the world, Catholic Charities, devoted to the 

poor, sick and needy.  It has a system in this nation of Catholic schools.  It has the courage to speak up 

for the forgotten and vulnerable and to challenge those who speak so many of the lies of a given age.   

Look at the Right to Life movement. The Church leads the way on this.  

And if we study the Church’s history, we get a sense of patience with the Church.  As the great Church 

historian John Tracy Ellis said, “Simply put, Church history teaches you that she’s been through it all 

before.  You see the Mystical Body, warts and all, and you conclude that only an institution guided form 

above could have survived all of this.”  You know what Arnold Toynbee wrote in his STUDY OF HISTORY?  

“I believe that the Catholic Church is divine, and the proof of its divinity I take to be this:  that no merely 

human institution, conducted with such knavish imbecility, would have lasted a fortnight!”  (PRIESTS 

FOR THE THIRD MILLENNIUM, Dolan, p. 176-177)   

We all have our reasons to stay.  And today, we have reasons to be inspired.  In a few moments two 

people will become Catholic. Taylor and Anna have been a part of our process of Christian Initiation.  

They desire what we have in the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. They thirst for what we have. 

Also today, six Catholics will be Confirmed. Courtney, Rebecca, Dominique, Sarah, Saira, and Daniel will 

receiving the fullness of the Sacraments of Initiation.  This should inspire us. It should renew our faith.  

People still want to become Catholic. People still want to complete their initiation in the Church. People 

still want to be part of us.  That is the Holy Spirit.  Nothing more, nothing less.   

For many of us, we stay here because this is home for us. This is home.  Anne Lamott tells a story that 

her pastor Veronica relates.  At about the age of 7, Veronica’s best friend got lost one day.  The little girl 

ran up and down the streets of the big town where they lived, but she couldn’t find a single landmark.  

She was frightened.  Finally a policeman stopped to help her.  He put her in the passenger seat of his car, 

and they drove around until she finally saw her church.  She pointed it out to the policeman, and then 

she told him firmly, “You could let me out now.  This is my church, and I can always find my way home 

from here.”   

A good reason why we should stay close to the Church – because no matter how bad I am feeling now, 

how lost or lonely or frightened, when I see the faces of the people at my church – you -- and hear your 

voices, I can always find my way home.   (TRAVELING MERCIES, p. 54-55)   

Today we celebrate that descent of the Holy Spirit.  God had not forgotten the Apostles. He sent the 

Holy Spirit to help them be who they were meant to be.  God has not forgotten us.  The Holy Spirit is 

here among us, here in our home, here in our Church and in our parish.   This Spirit has ensured the 

survival of the Church for 2000 years despite some pretty significant scandals, wars and divisions. Today 

we give thanks for our faith, for our Church, for our new members. And we pray: Come, Holy Spirit and 

renew the face of the earth. Amen.  

 


