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15th Sunday in Ordinary Time C (July 10, 2022 STM: 5:15, 7:30, 9:15) 

 In the story of The Beauty and the Beast a wicked witch curses a handsome prince and 
changes him into an ugly monster. He remains that way until a beautiful princess comes along, 
kisses him, and changes him back into a handsome prince. What happens there?  Well, love 
rubs off on others and makes them lovely.   One person had the power to affect another 
person.  The princess rubbed off her love on the ugly monster and restores him to his previous 
beauty. (I was at Disney World in February and saw the Beauty and the Beast show.  The 
characters were still not allowed to touch each other or really be close to each other due to 
COVID. It was rather funny watching Beauty and the Beast just sort of reach for other. So close, 
yet so far away.)   The point is thought that  we have the ability to affect people for the better.  
We have the ability to make each other lovely.  Yet at the same time we do so from our own 
brokenness and woundedness. 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today on this 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
we hear the most famous parable of all the scriptures…The Good Samaritan.  So moving and 
meaningful is this parable that the term “Good Samaritan” is part of our everyday secular 
language.  The term “Good Samaritan” gets about 31 million hits on Google. 31 million.   There 
are Good Samaritan laws that are meant to protect those who go out of their way to help 
someone in need.  The last episode of “Seinfeld” even focused on the four friends and their 
refusal to be Good Samaritans and their series long focus on themselves.   The tale of the Good 
Samaritan attracts so many different and diverse people. Maybe this is because genuine 
compassion speaks to every human spirit.  Maybe it is because deep down within each of us 
there is the ability to have a positive effect on someone else.  Deep down within us there exists 
the possibility to rub off some of our beauty on another person.   

 Perhaps the question for us to ask today is what made the Samaritan “good”?  Was it 
something about his wisdom, or how brave he was or his self-awareness that helped him to 
step forward?  Was it something about his family life or what he learned from his parents that 
made him able to help the poor man in need?  Maybe in the end it is none of these things.  
Maybe the Samaritan was selected not for what he had done in his life but for what he did not 
do.   David Carson, a biblical scholar, says this: 

Jesus could have chosen anyone to be the character of the good neighbor in his parable.  But he 
didn’t.  He chose a Samaritan.  He reached to the very bottom of the barrel in the Jewish way of 
thinking. He chose the most despised to make the point that God is not impressed by what race 
you were born to or who your parents are…God is impressed when he sees his own character 
demonstrated in the life of one of his creatures. 

 What set the Samaritan apart was his response to human suffering.  He himself was 
despised and rejected. He himself knew what it was like to be passed over by those who think 
they are better than you. And so, the Good Samaritan does three important things: 

1. He acknowledged the harshness of his circumstances 
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2. He had the courage to embrace his own vulnerability and fear 
3. He believed, despite all evidence to the contrary, that he was capable of great love 

The Samaritan was considered to be at the bottom of the barrel, yet Jesus used a character 
like him to show that humans have the capability to have a good effect on others from the 
experience of their own life.  The Good Samaritan saw a wounded traveler on the road, and he 
was ready to help him.  He was ready to rub off some his beauty on the traveler.  He was ready 
to help him from the experience of his own life----out of his own woundedness.  

So, what about us?  What can we do? What can we do about the fallen travelers in our 
midst?  I think in order to answer that question we need to first address the brokenness and 
woundedness inside of all of us. It is only when we can do this that we can authentically begin 
to help our neighbor in need.  After all, someone once said that “brokenness is the very stuff of 
which Good Samaritans are made.”   The fact of the matter is that none of us can escape being 
wounded.  We all have baggage in life. We all have things from our childhood, from previous 
marriages, from failed relationships, from broken homes, from friendships gone bad that we 
have to carry with us.  We all have things that have gone wrong in our lives.  But the big 
question is “what do we do with all of this?”  Do we just carry it around and wallow in self-pity 
or do we use who we are and all that comes along with being “us” for the good of the other?   

 Helen Losse, a freelance writer, says this about our woundedness: 

Nobody escapes being wounded. We all are wounded people whether physically, emotionally, 
mentally or spiritually.  The main question is not “How can we hide our wounds?”  so we don’t 
have to be embarrassed, but “How can we put our woundedness in the service of others?”  
When our wounds cease to be a source of shame and become a source of healing, we have 
become wounded healers 

And therein lies the challenge of today’s parable for all of us.  To go out and heal and help 
the wounded person in our midst.  We don’t have to be great spiritual guides, gifted counselors 
in order help people in need.  We can do so simply because of who we are.  We can rub off on 
other people because of where we come from…because of our experience. Because we have 
been there.  So maybe there is some value in the experiences we have had that lead us to being 
broken.  The divorced person can be of help to someone going through the same thing. The 
cancer survivor can be a support for the newly diagnosed.  The victim of abuse can bring 
comfort to the newly abused. This past week, our parish Spiritual Direction Ministry lead a 
retreat for women in the diocese who are survivors of sexual abuse.    All  of these are ways 
that we can help others in our own woundedness and brokenness.  

 Today asks us to strive to bee “Good Samaritans” or maybe just  “semi-good Samarians.” 
We all have something to offer the other.  The main thing is that we recognize in us the basic 
need to serve our neighbor.  And we cannot pick and choose who our neighbor is. It is the 
person in need in front of us.  That means we have no care for a person’s race, or gender, or 
immigration status, or sexual orientation.  We help because they are human and so are we.  
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And we have the means to help because we have lived, and we have survived.    And you know 
what, it may take us a lifetime to really figure all of this out, but we have to start at some point.  
We have to look on the side of the road to Jericho for the fallen traveler.  And we have to be 
willing to reach down and simply help.   

I want to end today with something called  “The Beatitudes for Care-rs.” I think they sum up 
well what I have been trying to say. 

Blessed are those who care and who are not afraid to show it - 
they will let people know they are loved. 

Blessed are those who are gentle and patient- 
they will help people to grow as the sun helps the buds to open and blossom. 

Blessed are those who have the ability to listen – 
they will lighten many a burden. 

Blessed are those who know how and when to let go – 
they will have the joy of seeing people find themselves. 

Blessed are those who, when nothing can be done or said, do not walk away, but remain to 
provide a comforting and supportive presence – 
they will help the sufferer to bear the unbearable. 

Blessed are those who recognize their own need to receive, and who receive with graciousness 
–they will be able to give all the better. 

Blessed are those who give without hope of return – 
they will give people an experience of God. 

(Taken from Windows on the Gospel: Stories and Reflections by Flor McCarthy p86). 

You see, in some way we are all wounded healers.  We come in all shapes and sizes and we 
all have the ability to simply help.  That is what the Good Samarian did. He helped. He helped 
when others simply walked by. He acted with mercy and with love.  We have to accept the 
mandate of Jesus from the gospel today to “go and so likewise.” It is there where we find our 
true identity it is there where we become the Good Samaritan.  Amen. 

Much of this has been adapted from Fr Tommy Lane and Karen Johnson. 

 

 


