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16th Sunday in Ordinary Time C (STM July 17, 2022, 7:30, 9:15, 11:15) 

If you are a Yankees fan, you know the name of Bob Sheppard.  He never threw a pitch 
or stole a base or hit a walk off home run in the bottom of the 9th. But he was as much a part of 
Yankee Stadium as the wood in the bleachers and the smell of the popcorn and the roar of the 
crowd. Bob Sheppard was the stadium’s announcer. 

Everyone knew the game would not begin, could not begin, until they heard Bob 
Sheppard utter those immortal words: “Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to Yankee Stadium.” 
His was the voice that generations of boys heard on a Saturday afternoon, heralding the arrival 
of giants. Joe DiMaggio. Mickey Mantle. Whitey Ford and Derek Jeter.  In fact, after Bob 
Sheppard died, Jeter would not allow anyone else to announce him.  A recording of Bob had to 
be played. “Now batting for the New York Yankees, the Shortstop, number 2. Derek Jeter. 
Number 2.” 

When Sheppard died at the age of 99, some of his obituaries mentioned that Bob was a 
devout Catholic and went to mass every day and he was a lector-probably a good one!  And 
that may be why he brought to his work in baseball an element of grace. In Yankee Stadium, 
that great cathedral of baseball, he was known by everyone as the “Voice of God.” 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, I thought about Bob Sheppard today, about 
the “voice of God”, because of the gospel we have heard today. Mary encounters the voice of 
God.  But she gets the real thing-the voice of the real, living and true God.  

 Notice in this exchange what Mary says…nothing. She does not utter a word. She has no 
voice. Rather, she listens to the voice of Christ.  The evangelist says: “Martha had a sister 
named Mary, who sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak.”  That is a wonderful 
image. Mary just there, sitting at the feet of Christ and listening to him.  Although she does not 
speak, Mary says a lot because of what it took for her just sit and listen. 

 At the time of Jesus, there were very strict protocols about receiving male guests into a 
household.  If there were a male present, he would escort the visitor into the outer tent and the 
wife or sister would bring refreshments---but never enter the outer tent herself.  If no male was 
present, then the women would greet the visitor, offer him refreshments in the outer tent but 
never enter it herself---or engage a visiting male in any kind of conversation.  These boundaries 
were well-known by everyone and strictly observed. 

 Mary violates the sacred boundary.  We are told that this was the house of Martha and 
apparently there is no male present at the household. Martha correctly welcome Jesus. Mary, 
however, violates the hospitality boundary by entering the outer tent, sitting next to Jesus at his 
feet and listening to him speak. Martha immediately knows what Mary has done, and she 
searches for a way to correct this serious violation.  Mary has assumed the role of the man of 
the house, a serious breaking of a sacred boundary separating women from men at that time.  
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 Martha wants Jesus to take charge and get Mary out of the inner tent and back to 
Martha where she belongs. Yet, Jesus does not seem like he is concerned and does not plan to 
do much about the violation.   Martha is not anxious because she is overworked.  No, she is 
anxious because of what her sisters has done; her shameful behavior.  Martha wants Jesus to 
make it all right and He does not. 

 Jesus says that “one thing is necessary.” For Martha, it is Mary getting away from Jesus.  
For Jesus though, it is different. He declares that Mary has chosen the better part.  No boundary 
should prohibit someone from sitting at the feet of Christ, listening to His every word.  Women 
and men were both welcome to sit at his feet and listen, listen the voice of God. (Adapted from 
Franciscan Media, Homily Helps. July 17, 2022) 

 That is all important background to understand why what Mary did was so revolutionary 
and the extent that she went to and what she risked in order to listen to Jesus. She spoke not 
with her mouth but with her actions, with her posture, with her ears, listening to the voice of 
God.  

 So, how good are you at listening? How good are you at listening for the voice of God? 
That has become a bit more difficult in our modern society.  Look at all the competition.  Many 
of us do not like silence.  We do not do well just sitting and being still with God.  We might find 
difficulty with this in the comfort of our home or even in church, perhaps when we try to pray 
alone.   Maybe we are afraid of what we might find if we are alone with God and listening. If we 
are sitting at the feet of the master.  And maybe our lack of being able to listen is because we 
are worried and anxious about many things.   Work, school, bills, debt, inflation, the price of 
gas, COVID, the war in Ukraine, racial tension.  You name it.  However, in the midst of all of this 
let’s not forget to listen. And for what? For whom? That same voice that spoke to Mary in the 
gospel today. The same voice that spoke through the prophets.  The voice that spoke to Moses 
and said “I am who am.”  The same voice that came to the Virgin Mary at the Annunciation 
through the angel.  The same voice who spoke to Joseph, husband of Mary.  The same voice 
who spoke to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus and asked, “where are you going?”  It is 
the same voice who continues to speak to us.    

 I am going to ask something of you today.  I am going to ask you to plan some time this 
week to simply be still and listen.  Plan some time of dedicated silent prayer.  Are you someone 
who drives by this church every day?  Leave some extra time. Stop in. Pray in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel. Pray in the church. Be silent. Listen. If not here, carve out some dedicated 
quiet time in your home.  I know that this can often be hard especially if you have children.  
Noise is par for the course.  But we have to take care of ourselves in addition to those around 
us. We need to care for our soul. 

 One additional point for today:  ask yourself how good of a listener you are to others.  I 
think we can take the example of Mary who listened attentively to the voice of Christ. Not only 
must we listen to God in our prayer, but we must also be present to others-fully present.  How 
good are you at that? Many times, we hear others but we do not listen.  When you are having a 
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conversation, do you focus on the person or are you distracted by the vibration of your phone 
or are you looking past the person to what is happening in the background?  We want God to 
listen to us, to be attentive to our prayer.  So too must we listen and be attentive as we 
minister to others. 

 Soon, we will come and receive the living God.  As we do so, let’s ask that God will make 
us more open to him and to each other.  Let’s pray for a listening heart, to be attentive to how 
God tries to speak to us and attentive to how we must listen to each other.      May we choose 
the better part, the one thing that is necessary, to listen to THE voice, the voice that has spoken 
through the ages and the voice that calls us to us each day. Amen.  

 

Adapted from Deacon Greg Kandra.  

 


