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14th Sunday in Ordinary Time C-22 (July 3, 2022 STM: 9:15) 

 Many of us approach trips and vacations differently. There are those of us who plan our 
trips rather extensively.  I actually have a travel chart which keeps track of where I am going in a 
year and if I have bought the airfare, made the hotel reservation, rented the car etc.   There are 
others who wait until the last minute to buy the airfare and get a hotel when you arrive in the 
city. That would drive me crazy.  How many of you fit into the category of planning your trips 
like I do?  How many of you fly by the seat of your pants when travelling?  I guess I would not 
do that well at an adventure.  With a trip, everything is planned and accounted for. An 
adventure is characterized by the unknown, by the uncertainty of what will happen, what you 
will see and experience.  There are people who are fine with adventure.  I like to know where I 
am going, when I will get there and how I will get there.  Of course, sometimes the aspect of an 
adventure brings you some surprises.  

 On a trip a couple of years of ago to Las Vegas, I had booked a tour with two other 
people to Red Rock Canyon.  I investigated the tour companies, I knew when and where we 
would be picked up, how long the trip would take, what we would see and when we would 
return.  Well, the night before we were to go, I got a notice that the trip was cancelled due to 
not having enough people and that my money would be refunded.  We still wanted to go so I 
looked at rental car options.  There were none. This was after many rental car companies sold 
off a lot of their fleets due to COVID. There were no vehicles available except for two options:  
A U-Haul Truck and a Maserati.  The Maserati would cost the same as the tour was going to cost 
for three people. So, what did I do? I rented the Maserati and told them to give me every bit of 
insurance possible.  So I got in my Maserati and quickly proceeded to run over a curb. And 
where was the first place I drove to in my shiny Maserati? McDonalds.  Classy. Anyway, it was a 
great drive to and around Red Rock Canyon.   

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus,  today in our gospel we hear how Jesus 
send out the 72 disciples to proclaim the good news of salvation.  These 72 have an urgent 
mission. They are not to bring too many provisions with them.  They really do not even know 
where they will stay.  God will reveal this to them.  I do not think I would have done well as one 
of the 72.  There were no charts involved.  No reservations.   No confirmations that your room 
was ready and you could use digital check in.  There only plans were to proclaim that the 
kingdom of God was at hand.  They did not know what surprises awaited them. It was to be an 
adventure of sorts.  But what was required of the 72 was trust in God and an openness to 
perceiving his work in the people they met and the things that they witnessed.  They had to 
trust that God would lead them. They had to follow.  This adventure would change the 72.  
They would come to encounter God in new ways and bring this seminal Church to the world. 

 The gospel today is really an image for the Church itself.  The Church is by its very nature 
missionary.  The Church goes out into the world in order to transform that world.  The Church is 
on this adventure, not exactly knowing everything that will happen. But the mission is clear: 
proclaim the kingdom of God and draw all people to Christ.   

I want to share with you three recent experiences in the life of our parish which show forth 
the missionary nature of the Church.  



 

“Some of the content of this homily is not claimed as original material; it is the fruit of years of reading and 
research. It was created solely for the purpose of an oral proclamation in the context of the liturgy of the Church. 
Every effort has been made to provide the necessary attribution to the authors of the sources.” 

First is the Supreme Court decision that reversed Roe v. Wade.  As a Church, we have been 
on the forefront of the cause for respect for human life for close to 50 years.  Each January, 
Catholics from all over the U.S. would join others in marching on Washington and to the 
Supreme Court to call for an end to abortion.  The labor paid off.  The Church took the message 
of life to the world.  The job of the Church is to, as Bishop Barron says, “Christify” the world.  
We proclaimed the message that all human life is sacred from conception until natural death. 
We did the work of evangelization, the work of Christfying our land. Proclaim the kingdom of 
God and draw all people to Christ.   

The Church exists for mission. It exists for Evangelization. The Roman Catholic Church has 
no mission statement.   Christ Himself is the mission and it is our job to make that mission 
known more and more each day.  Sometimes we just have to set forth in faith, trusting that 
God will guide us.  Those who went on the mission trip knew some of what would happen: 
where they would work and sleep and pray. But many did not know how they would impact the 
lives of others and how their own lives would be impacted. 

Second, late Wednesday night, I was called to the home of one of our parishioners who was 
dying. Artemio was his name. He had cancer and was 47.  I arrived at the home and his wife, 
Alma, was present along with two parishioners.  They were reading the scriptures. I offered 
Artemio the Anointing of the Sick, the Apostolic Pardon and the Commendation of the Dying. 
He was still alert and participated in the prayers. He died the next morning. A very holy death. 
Artemio died with the grace of the Church’s sacraments and with the presence of his wife and 
friends and the presence of the Church. He was accompanied into death.  The Church was there 
at that moment with Artemio.  It was a very holy death.  This late-night anointing call was an 
image of the Church: lay people and priest gathered with a dying man. The Communion of 
Saints and Earth praying and handing a loved one off to the Communion of Saints in heaven.  
Proclaim the kingdom of God and draw all people to Christ.   

Third, earlier Wednesday night, I attended a BBQ of local clergy. It was informal and 
included some great Smoked Brisket.  I was speaking with the Pastor of a local Episcopal church.  
I was telling him about our Easter Vigil and how we celebrate it. We began to talk about what 
draws people to the Catholic Church.  He asked what makes people want to become Catholic. I 
told him there are several reasons that I hear from people as I speak with them before they 
come into the Church.  Sometimes it is the influence of a spouse.  The witness of the spouse 
wears off on the person over time and they get to the point of wanting what we have in the 
Church for themselves.  For others, it is reading about the history of the Church and coming to 
the conclusion that it all leads to Catholic Church and that is hard to ignore.  For others, they 
are drawn to the Church’s liturgical life and spiritual traditions and practices.  For many, 
someone invited them to come to church and see what this Catholic thing is all about.   

I tell this story because most conversions to the faith, involve other people.  People witness 
to the faith and tell the story of the faith.  Our job as members of the baptized, is to witness to 
the faith.  We have to be like the 72 in bringing that message of the adventure that is life in 
Christ to the world. And you can do that in small ways. Do not be afraid to speak about your 
faith. Maybe you have a friend or family member who is not Catholic and is curious about the 
faith. Tell them what you know. Invite them to come to Mass. That is something very basic you 
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can do.  And if that person wants to know more, put them in touch with us.  James Rizza on our 
staff will be happy to help that person explore the faith a bit more. However, do not forget that 
you are our best evangelizers.  Share your faith. Speak of Christ.  You never know what the 
outcome may be. Proclaim the kingdom of God and draw all people to Christ.   

This Church has been here for 2000 plus years and has grown because there were people 
willing to tell the story of Jesus. When Christ sent out those additional 72 disciples, they did not 
know what to expect.  They did not have much to rely on. They had to have a great amount of 
faith and trust.  Look what happened. Look at where we are now.  

As a parish community, we are called to be missionary disciples. We are called to go, to take 
our message of the life, death and resurrection of Christ into a world that is so hungry for that 
message.   We do not know exactly how it will go. There will be hardships and surprises along 
the way.  Yet, we set forth in faith.  We trust in our God; we rely on Him and we pray and hope 
that our efforts will be effective.  The Church exists for mission. It exists to evangelize.  This 
happens on a grand scale of a national march, in the sacredness of a home as someone is dying 
and in our conversations with others.  This is our mission. It is the work of discipleship, to 
proclaim the kingdom of God and draw all people to Christ.   Amen. 

 

 

 


