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Assumption 2022 

 In a classic scene from National Lampoons Christmas Vacation, the crazy family, beset 

by Christmas blunders, is gathered around the table for the Christmas meal. Among the attendees 

is Aunt Bethany.  She is old, a bit senile and deaf.  Clark Griswald, the father of the family, asks 

Aunt Bethany to say grace.  She can’t hear him that well.  It goes like this: 

Clark: Since this is Aunt Bethany's 80th Christmas, I think she should lead us in the 

saying of Grace. 

Aunt Bethany: What dear? 

Nora: Grace! 

Aunt Bethany: Grace? Ohhh...She passed away thirty years ago... 

Uncle Lewis: They want you to say grace.... [Bethany looks confused. Lewis emphasizes 

his words] The BLESS-ING!!! 

Aunt Bethany: Oh. 

[everyone at the table folds their hands in prayer and reverently bows their heads] 

Aunt Bethany: I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, [Clark 

makes a confused face towards Aunt Bethany] and to the republic for which it stands - 

one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

Clark: [Annoyed] Amen. 

 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, Grace.  We have different definitions of 

grace. For some, grace is a prayer before meals.  Grace can be a form if giving thanks.   Also 

though, grace is defined as that which is  “freely given, unmerited favor and love of God. the 

influence or spirit of God operating in humans to regenerate or strengthen them. a virtue 

or excellence of divine origin: the Christian graces.” (Catholic definition of grace 

(elrenosacredheart.com)) Grace can also be defined as the love and mercy given to us by God 

because God wants us to have it, not because of anything we have done to earn it. 

 If we understand grace, we can appreciate and understand the Assumption of Mary.  

Mary’s whole life was one big project of grace. She was divinely elected by grace, saved by 

grace, sinless by grace and assumed by grace. In other words, grace parses her life and provides 

the context of its meaning. Officially defined as a definitive truth by Pope Pius XII on November 

1, 1950, the Assumption is the significant ramification of Mary being full of grace, and the 

logical consequence of the Immaculate Conception. The super-abundance of grace in Mary 

explains the mystery of her life and deflates any possible attempt to confuse her nature with that 

of Christ. (Fr. George Adimike) 

 Mary had the life that she did and was Assumed into heaven because of grace.  In the 

hallway outside of the sacristy, we hung a piece of art last year depicting the  Assumption. Mary 

https://elrenosacredheart.com/catholic-schools/catholic-definition-of-grace.html
https://elrenosacredheart.com/catholic-schools/catholic-definition-of-grace.html


 

“Some of the content of this homily is not claimed as original material; it is the fruit of years of reading and 
research. It was created solely for the purpose of an oral proclamation in the context of the liturgy of the Church. 
Every effort has been made to provide the necessary attribution to the authors of the sources.” 

is being carried to heaven on a blanket by angels. I fell in love with image when I saw it.  I 

clicked on it once and did not buy it but the ad kept coming up in when I was browsing.  After a 

while, I had to buy it, of course. Take a look at the image if you can.  It is a depiction of grace, of 

Mary’s special place of honor, of how God favored her even until the end.  

 When we pray the Hail Mary, what do we say? “Hail Mary full of grace, the Lord is with 

thee.”  We recognize this fullness of grace that was within Mary.  In the words of a Protestant 

theologian, Joel B. Green, “to say Mary is the ‘blessed One’ is to join the Spirit of the 

Magnificat, to prophesy about who God is and what God has done. Mary is the blessed one 

because of what God has done in her and through her. Not to bless Mary is to turn away from the 

work of God.”  

 What we do today is to honor Mary and to celebrate the work of grace in our world.  It 

was through unmerited grace that Mary was able to do what she did in the world and it was 

through grace that she was able to be who she was as mother of God.   

 For us, today is a chance to look at the power and presence of grace in our lives.  How is 

grace at work in your life today?   May I suggest four ways for us to look at grace and how we 

can see these examples of grace in the life of Mary too? 

• Grace produces holiness.  Grace allows us to live a way that honors God and avoids those 

things that can be displeasing to God. Mary gave her life over to God. All that she did 

was to honor and serve her God.  

• Grace compels service: grace stirs up in us a desire to be of service to one another, our 

church and community.  Mary saw her life as one of selfless service to God and to her 

son. 

• Grace encourages sacrifice: grace allows us to say that life is not about me.  Mary clearly 

knew this.  She sacrificed her dreams and ambitions for God.  She gave her “fiat” her 

“yes” to God in bringing forth Christ into the world.  

• Grace enables endurance: grace allows us to endure the difficulties and disappointments 

of life.  Mary had to endure much.  What is one title we give her? Our Lady of Sorrows.  

At the Presentation, Simeon declared that a sword would pierce her heart.  Mary had to 

hold the lifeless body of her son in her arms at the foot of the cross.   But she endured. 

Grace is God’s life and love at work in us.  Today, we honor Mary, she who was “full of 

grace” to the point that God took her to be with him in heaven through the Assumption.  Mary, 

conceived without sin, pray for us. Amen. 

 


