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20th Sunday in Ordinary Time C (August 14, 2022-STM: 5:15, 7:30) 

 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, the readings that we hear today present us with 

challenges to our faith and the challenges of our faith.    

 Look at the Prophet Jeremiah: He faced bodily harm.  He was cast into a cistern and left 

to die. King Zedekiah had planned this, not too fond of Jeremiah’s preaching. Jeremiah endured, 

sinking into the mud until the King had a change of heart and had Jeremiah drawn out from the 

cistern. 

 Hebrews today is an encouragement to people who were tempted to give up the faith.  The 

Hebrews are admonished to preserve in running the race before them, to keep their eyes fixed on 

Jesus who endured the cross. 

 In the gospel, we hear Jesus speak to us of the cost of discipleship.  He even goes so far as 

to say that families will be divided against one another on account of the faith.  

 If we wanted to advertise the Christian faith as cherry and problem free and convenient, 

these would not be the readings to use.  But no, this is not what our Christian faith is about.  Rather, 

we are being told that our faith will be challenged and challenging, that we will face trial and we 

may have to make some very hard choices in our life of faith. 

 I want to share with you the story of St. Gianna Berretta Molla. Hers was one of the last 

canonizations by St. John Paul II on May 16,2004. She is a modern saint, who died on April 28, 

1962. Her husband and children were present for her canonization. 

 Gianna Berretta was a doctor living outside of Milan, Italy. She had a double residency 

and practice in pediatrics and obstetrics gynecology. After she finished her residencies, her desire 

to reach out to the people influenced her to open a clinic in a small town in her native Italy. She 

was not a wealthy doctor. She never hesitated to give her services free to those who could not 

afford to pay. A good doctor works long hours and Gianna was no exception. Pregnant mothers 

felt so secure in her care because they knew no matter what time of night they needed her; she 

would be there for them.  

After becoming a doctor, Gianna met and became engaged to the man of her dreams, Pietro 

Molla. She had found a man who agreed with her determination to live her faith. She told her 

future husband, “I really want a Christian family, where God is one of the family; a little cenacle 

where He can reign in our hearts, enlighten our decisions and guide our programs.” They were 

married on September 24, 1955. In November 1956, to her great joy, she became the mother of 

Pierluigi, in December 1957 of Mariolina; in July 1959 of Laura. With simplicity and equilibrium, 

she harmonized the demands of mother and wife, and continued practice as a doctor all with the 

passion that she had for life.  

In 1961, Gianna became pregnant with the Molla’s fourth child. In September, towards the 

end of the second month of pregnancy, she was touched by suffering and the mystery of pain. She 

had developed a tumor in her uterus. She was given the choice of having the uterus removed and 

thus kill the child, or risk surgery that might save the child but kill her. She was an OB-GYN. She 

knew the risk that her continued pregnancy brought, but she pleaded with the surgeon to save the 
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life of the child she was carrying and entrusted herself to prayer and Providence. The baby’s life 

was saved, for which she thanked the Lord. She spent the seven months remaining until the birth 

of the child in incomparable strength of spirit and unrelenting dedication to her tasks as mother 

and doctor. She worried that the baby in her womb might be born in pain, and she asked God to 

prevent that. 

 A few days before the child was due, although trusting as always in Providence, she was 

ready to give her life in order to save that of her child. She repeated to her husband: “If you must 

decide between me and the child, do not hesitate choose the child - I insist on it. Save the child.” 

On the morning of April 21, 1962, Gianna Emanuela was born. Despite all efforts and treatments 

to save both of them, on the morning of April 28, amid repeated exclamations of “Jesus, I love 

you. Jesus, I love you,” Gianna Berretta Molla died. She was 39 years old.  

Some may say that Gianna was foolish to making the decision to allow her death rather 

than the death of her child.   Some would say she should have considered what life would be like 

for her other children and her husband and her patients.   And those arguments were presented to 

her.  But, those making such arguments were thinking in worldly terms.  Gianna was ready to give 

of her life for another.  Sound familiar?   What did Hebrews say today? “For the sake of joy that 

lay before Him, he endured the cross, despising its shame and has taken his seat and the right of 

the throne of God.”  Gianna sacrificed. And that child who was saved, Gianna Emanuela, followed 

in her mother’s footsteps and became a medical doctor and consulter to the Saint Gianna Berretta 

Molla Society.  

Gianna understood well the cost of discipleship.  You and I may not be presented with a 

similar cost. Yet, we will be presented with choices to stand up for our faith and to choose between 

what the world may say we should do and what our faith teaches us we should do: 

❖ It is worthwhile to give God control our lives, to put God in the center?  The world 

may so “no” but we have to say “yes.”  We know that our lives are not supposed to 

be about us.  And we have to die to self.  

❖ Does it make sense to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us? The 

world would say “absolutely not.”  We would say “absolutely yes.”  For we know 

that we always need mercy and we have to be merciful toward others.  

❖ Is there a real value in committing to coming to Mass every Sunday and being active 

members of the parish?  Isn’t it okay to just “be spiritual” and pray in the church of 

our home.   The world would say “yes” we would say “no.”  For it is in community 

where we can receive the Body of Christ. 

❖ Is there a value in sacrificing for the good of the other?  The world may say “no” 

and look out for yourself first.  We would say “yes” and recall the words of Jesus: 

“Whatever you do for the least of My brothers or sisters, you do for Me.”  

❖ If our faith becomes difficult or inconvenient, should we hold on to it?  The world 

would say “no.”  Would must always say “yes.”  For to be a follower of Christ, is 

to take up our cross each day.  It is about running the race, persevering until the 
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end.  It is about being purified through suffering so that one day we may share in 

the glory of God.  

I want to leave you today with the prayer of St. Gianna: 

 

 O Jesus, I promise You to submit myself to all that You permit to befall me, make me only know 

Your Will. My most sweet Jesus, infinitely merciful God, most tender Father of souls, and in a 

particular way of the most weak, most miserable, most infirm which You carry with special 

tenderness between Your divine arms, I come to You to ask You, through the love and merits of 

Your Sacred Heart, the grace to comprehend and to do always Your holy Will, the grace to confide 

in You, the grace to rest securely through time and eternity in Your loving divine arms. Amen. 

 

Sources: Fr. Joseph Esper and Msgr. Joseph Pelligrino.  

 


