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21st Sunday in Ordinary Time C (August 21, 2022, STM: 9:15, 11:15) 

 

 If you drive near the airport, you may have noticed large poles with nets on them rising 

from the ground.  That will be a Top Golf. There is a similar one called “Drive Shack” near 

Cardinal Gibbons. I have had a couple of chances recently to go to a Drive Shack in two cities.  

Now, I am not a golfer. Usually, the extent of my golf game involves windmills and is of the 

miniature version.  At the Drive Shack or Top Golf, you can drive golf balls while playing games 

with others to see who scores the most points.  On of the games involves hunting monsters and 

another is a form of Blackjack.  Anyway, I did okay during both of these experiences. I won a 

couple of the rounds.  (I was with not so good golfers I guess).   I know that there are many golfers 

here. Raise your hands.  

 I read a story recently about golfing great Gary Player.  Player was leaving the course one 

day, dog-tired, when an overeager amateur golfer told him, “I would give anything to be able to 

hit a ball as well as you can!”  Player’s usual politeness temporarily let him down as he replied, 

“No, sir, I don’t think you would.  You would give anything to be able to hit a golf ball like me if 

it were easy.  But do you know what it takes?  You have to get up before five every day, go out on 

the golf course, and hit little white balls thousands of times.  Eventually your hands start bleeding.  

Then you just walk to the clubhouse, rinse off the blood, apply bandages, and you get back on the 

course, hitting those balls another thousand times – with sore hands.  That is what you must be 

prepared to give.  The price of success is hard, hard work and even greater mental endurance.” 

 My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, today we hear Jesus speak to us about entering 

through the narrow gate in response to question about if only a few will be saved.  Get the image 

of a narrow gate in your mind.  Think of a small, passage here you can only really fit yourself and 

maybe that means turning sideways. You cannot have a backpack on you or anything around your 

waist. You can only go in one at a time.  This is what the narrow gate implies. But Jesus takes it 

one step further.  He says, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow gate.”  The phrase make 

every effort in Greek is agonizomai, which originally meant ‘engage in an athletic contest’ or ‘to 

fight, to struggle.’  One commentator translates the phrase like this, “Strain every nerve to enter.”  

In other words, we need to strive mightily to squeeze through the door.  It is, then, extremely 

narrow. 

 We’ve all heard the expression, “no pain, no gain.”  Want to have an athletic body?  We 

can’t do it by munching on Doritos and eating chocolate cake all day and lying on the couch.   That 

sounds like a really good life, but we know that if we want to have a healthy body, we have to 

work at it constantly. I go to the gym and work out and then I see people who are in much better 

shape than me and it makes me mad, but I know that they are working much harder than I am.   We 

have to pay a price in order to win the prize. 

 As we saw this in the story of Gary Player.  If you want to be the very best and if you want 

to succeed, you have to work hard at it. You cannot just be an occasional golfer hitting balls at the 

Drive Shack. You have to get out there every day.  This is a hard truth of life: We have to squeeze 
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through a narrow door if we want to succeed at any great enterprise.  Every gold medal winner in 

the Olympics will tell us the same thing.   

 You know this about different aspects of life: 

 Want to build a profitable small business or make it in a lofty profession?  Be prepared to 

put in long hours.  Be prepared to give it your all. 

 Want to have financial security?  Be prepared to make sacrifices.  Be prepared to set aside 

a significant portion of your income on a regular basis to put into savings or investments. 

 

 Want to have a marriage and family life that is rewarding to you and those you love?  Be 

prepared to sacrifice and learn and to grow. 

 This idea of the narrow gate is really something that is present in any task in life that is 

worthwhile.  Think about the hardest thing you have accomplished in life.  It could be your 

profession and all the school that was involved. It could be being a parent, and all is takes to do 

that well or even fairly well.   You get one chance at it and raising children is always a challenge.  

A couple professed how much they loved children.  One day a boy rode his bicycle through the 

fresh cement of their new driveway.  The husband was in a rage.  His wife said, “But dear, you 

always say you love children.”  He replied, “I do love them in the abstract, but not in the 

concrete.”   (Sorry) 

 

 Jesus today wants us to strive hard, to fight and struggle to get through the narrow gate.  

And we told that not only is the gate narrow, but it is open for only a short amount of time.  

He says:  “After the master of the house has arisen and locked the door, then will you stand outside 

knocking and saying, ‘Lord, open the door for us.’”  “He will say in reply, ‘I do not know where 

you are from.’”  We are being challenged to respond every day to God’s gift of salvation, 

recognizing that one day our lives here on earth will end.  

 So, what do we need to do here on this earth to enter through that narrow gate? I read 

where over 90% of Christians expect to enter heaven someday. But do we really realize all that is 

involved in this?  Things like: 

❖ Going to church regularly. 

❖ Forgiving those who hurt us 

❖ Being moral  

❖ Being merciful 

❖ Serving the poor 

❖ Tithing 10% 

❖ Following the 10 Commandments and the Beatitudes 

❖ Being a person of love 

 

Now, let be clear:  we do not earn salvation.  It is God’s free gift. But we have to make choices 

each day for or against that salvation.  For or against the narrow gate.    And there is good news 

here:   Jesus ends on a note of grace.  Suddenly we begin to see that the gate about which He has 
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been speaking is big enough for us if we strive to live this life of holiness and virtue and service.    

Jesus says, “People will come from east and west and north and south, and will recline at table in 

the kingdom of God.  For behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be 

last.”  In other words, Jesus says:  There is a gate, and it is narrow, but relax, the door is big enough 

for any who would to enter – even the likes of you and me. 

 It seems today we are being asked not to take salvation for granted.  But also, we are being 

told that we have a God of mercy and love. We are also told that it is not up to us to figure out who 

is in and out.  Jesus  wanted the man who asked this question to understand that none of us deserves 

to get through the gate.  Nevertheless, we pray and hope that someday we will enter into His 

presence, and all will be well with our souls.  Because Christ Himself is the gate.   

 The most worthwhile endeavors in life require struggle and commitment.  This is the case 

when it comes to sports or business or being a good parent or child or spouse or parent.  We also 

need to be committed to being a follower of Christ, a disciple and work at that really hard.  Yes, 

we will fall and sometimes fall big time.  But then there is the merciful God that we know, the 

Good Shepherd to rescue us and help us to start over.  Yes, it is good to get it right the first time 

but some of us need a mulligan, a second chance, maybe even a third chance.  This week let’s 

strive to get thin enough to enter through that narrow gate, to get rid of those things that may get 

us stuck, unable to enter and, if we do find ourselves getting stuck again, we have the help of God 

whose grace is there to forgive us. Amen. --adapted from DYNAMIC PREACHING, July-Sept 

2010, p. 52-56  

 


