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23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time C (Sept. 4, 2022 STM: 5:15, 7:30, 9:15) 

Last week at the end of Mass, I mentioned the pilgrimage we are having next June to 

Lourdes and Fatima with Barcelona at the end. One of the places that we will visit is the Basilica 

of La Sagrada Familia in Barcelona.  From a distance, the four main towers of the church look 

like giant drip sandcastles on the beach. But as you get closer, you discover that these intricate 

towers are psychedelic, spindle-shaped, mind-bending masterpieces. 

       The architect was Antoni Gaudí, born in 1852. Some love his work; some hate it. But 

everyone agrees that Gaudí is gaudy — showy and ornamental, full of geometric shapes and 

images plucked from nature. 

     Gaudí’s church is still incomplete after 140  backbreaking years.  Construction began in 1882. 

When the cornerstone was put in place, Chester A. Arthur was president of the United States, 

and Queen Victoria was the monarch of England.  It was only consecrated in 2010 by Pope 

Benedict as a place for Catholic worship and designated as a basilica.   On September 8th of last 

year, the tower of the Virgin Mary was inaugurated.  The whole basilica may, may be finished in 

the next several years. 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, “For which of you,” asks Jesus in the gospel 

of Luke, “intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether 

he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, 

all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to 

finish.” This passage might have kept Gaudí awake at night, as he labored over his church. He 

worked on it for 43 years, and during his last 12 years focused on nothing else. You might even 

say he sacrificed his life to the project: He was killed in a streetcar accident in 1926, as he 

walked to the job site. Gaudí held nothing back. He gave his all to God, or at least to the Sacred 

Family — which is what the Spanish phrase Sagrada Familia means. 

 

     So, How about us? Are we giving it all?  There will be 18 towers on the basilica.  Named for 

Jesus,  the 12 apostles, the four evangelists and the Virgin Mary. Jesus will be the tallest and will 

be topped by a cross, but its total height will be exactly one meter lower than a well-known hill 

in Barcelona. Gaudí believed his work shouldn’t surpass the work of God. 

     Our gospel today asks us to consider the cost of discipleship.  What we are willing to give and 

if we are willing to sacrifice for the sake of the cross.   One way to ask it is this: What towers 

are we called to build?  The Tower of Jesus was started by Gaudí and will be finished by others, 

hopefully by 2026 — the 100th anniversary of Gaudí’s death. But architecture aside, this 

incredibly long and intricate building project raises questions for us today: What are the towers 

that Christ is challenging us to build, and do we have the perseverance and commitment to 

complete them? In our contemporary culture of instant gratification, building for the next 

generation is a rare and faith-filled act. 

       Today’s passage from Luke suggests three distinctive towers, structures that will serve both 

us and our children well — if we can muster the resources to build them. They are the towers of 



 

“Some of the content of this homily is not claimed as original material; it is the fruit of years of reading and 
research. It was created solely for the purpose of an oral proclamation in the context of the liturgy of the Church. 
Every effort has been made to provide the necessary attribution to the authors of the sources.” 

Commitment, Sacrifice and Generosity. 

First, the tower of commitment 

Jesus speaks about hating ones father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters and 

even hating life itself.   Hate is a really strong word.  We are not supposed to hate.   But here, 

Jesus is not talking about hate in the sense of anger or hostility.  It is one of loyalty.  For 

example,  if someone says: “I love the Red Sox  and hate the New York Yankees,” she’s saying 

she’s a committed Red Sox fan and will always support them over the Yankees. Her love for the 

Red Sox is unshakable, steadfast, eternal and, daresay, irrational. They’ll always be her favorite 

team, win or lose.  (why? I do not know but there are some people like that even here in this very 

parish! Shocking. Shocking) 

     When this fan says, “I hate the Yankees,” she’s really saying she could never, ever support 

them. Not in a million years. She doesn’t know any of the players personally, so she couldn’t 

honestly say she feels anger or hostility toward them. If a sports fan spills over into this kind of 

intense emotion, it’s time to turn off the television and seek professional help. 

       So what does Jesus want?  Commitment. And not a committed fan.  Jesus does not want 

fans. He wants disciples. That is what He is all about. Making disciples. That is what we are all 

about; this parish community. Making disciples; people who prefer Christ over everything.  This 

is the loyalty of which Jesus speaks.  He does not want you to hate your mother.  But He does 

want you to choose Him first over other loyalties. If Jesus pulls you one direction and your 

family pulls you another, Jesus is saying, “Follow me.” 

      The tower of commitment is an important structure for us to build, for ourselves and for the 

generations that follow. It’s a rare and faith-filled act. 

Second, the tower of sacrifice 

      In today’s text, we also hear: “Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 

disciple.”  Jesus is making it crystal clear that you cannot truly be a disciple unless you’re willing 

to make sacrifices for what you believe in. For each of us, the sacrifice is going to be different — 

for some it will be a sacrifice of time and energy, while for others it will be the giving up of a 

habit, a hobby or a particular career path. The only common denominator is a willingness to lay 

down our lives, as Jesus did. 

      Such sacrifice seems extreme until we realize that people are doing it every day. Some of you 

may be familiar with the movie The Hurt Locker, a film that takes viewers into the world of 

ordnance disposal units in Iraq. The soldiers in these units are the guys who step right up to IEDs 

— improvised explosive devices — and defuse them, at the risk of their lives and for the benefit 

of others. The movie doesn’t present Iraq as the Good War or the Bad War but simply as The 

War. It challenges us, says reviewer Marc Newman, to “appreciate the mental toughness and 

sheer bravado required to snuff the life out of a 500-pound bomb.” The film’s heroes are real 

flesh-and-blood men you might meet on a flight as they head home from deployment, the kind 

you want to turn to and say, “Thanks for your service. Thanks for your sacrifice.” 

      Compared to defusing a bomb, the challenge of sacrificing time, energy, habits and hobbies 

doesn’t seem so daunting. However we build it, the tower of sacrifice is an essential structure in 
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the life of discipleship. 

Third, the tower of generosity 

        Jesus tells two quick parables to make the point that only a fool will start a project he cannot 

finish. A man won’t begin a tower without the money to finish it, and a king won’t commence a 

war unless he has the soldiers to fight it successfully. Without the proper resources, they will end 

up embarrassed, defeated — or both. Jesus then goes on to speak about giving up one’s 

possessions in order to become his disciple.  

     The tower of generosity must be built by everyone who wants to follow Jesus, constructed by 

gifts of time and talent and money and effort, offered in the service of something much bigger 

and more lasting than ourselves. Like Antoni Gaudí, we are to hold nothing back but give years 

of our life to God. Like members of the early church, we are to share our goods and possessions 

so no one in the community is forced to live in need. 

      Of course, the irony of generosity is that it enriches rather than depletes us. When we give to 

a Christian cause, we make the world better for ourselves and people around us.  Here at STM, 

we do well with the Tower of Generosity.  When a cause comes along, we respond. It can a 

natural disaster or helping to build homes with Food for the Poor to sponsoring a child in another 

country  with Unbound Ministries.  Supporting our parish offertory and mortgage in a regular, 

intentional way is important as well. These  all these acts of generosity leave us feeling richer, 

not poorer, with a sense that we’re leaving the world better than we found it.   Because none of 

us can exit life with any of our possessions, we might as well be generous as we build for the 

generations that will follow. 

Commitment, Sacrifice, Generosity. These are all part of our call to be disciples of Christ.    

And these towers will take years to construct but they will last for centuries and will have an 

impact on those who we will never meet.   In a world of instant gratification, these towers are 

long-term acts of faith, entirely consistent with a life of discipleship. Amen.  

Much of this has been adapted from: Homiletics.  

 

 

 


