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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time C (September 25, 2022 STM: 7:30, 11:15) 

 

In her book, The Top Five Regrets of Dying, a hospice nurse named Bronnie Ware, compiled a 

list of the top five regrets that she would hear people talk about as they walked toward the end of 

their life. Having sat by the bedsides of the terminally ill for several years, she knows the pain of 

dying with regret.  Here is her list: 

 

5. I wish that I had let myself be happier. People admit that they feared change in their lives, so 

they pretended that they were content. In fact, they wish they had laughed more and allowed 

themselves to be sillier. 

 

4. I wish I had stayed in touch with my friends. People feel badly that they were so caught up in 

their own lives that they let important friendships slip away. 

 

3. I wish I'd had the courage to express my feelings. Many people suppress their feelings in order 

to keep peace with others. 

 

2. I wish I hadn't worked so hard. This regret was expressed by every male patient. Every single 

one of them. 

 

And the number one big regret: 

1. I wish I'd had the courage to live a life true to myself, not the life others expected of me. This 

is the most common regret of all. "Most people had not honored even a half of their dreams," 

says Ware, "and had to die knowing that it was due to choices they had made, or not made." 

Discovered by nurse Bronnie Ware and reported in The Guardian (February 1, 2012). 

 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus, As we get older, we may have some regrets 

for opportunities missed, places we did not go, time we did not spend with others.  Maybe we 

regret not marrying a certain person or marrying a certain person.  There was a woman who 

inserted an ad in the classifieds: "Husband wanted." Next day, she receives a hundred letters. 

They all say the same thing: "You can have mine."      

We hear today a parable unique to Luke’s gospel; that of the Rich Man and Lazarus (not 

the Lazarus Jesus raised from the dead).  Jesus tells the story of a rich man who was "dressed in 

purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day.” The man dies, is buried and finds 

himself in Hades being tormented. As Jesus tells this story, it seems the rich man has regrets.   

Regret.  At the end of our lives, we do not want to be looking back with regret on how we 

have lived.  This should be especially true in regard to how we have treated those most in need.   

The rich man overlooked poor Lazarus. Now, in hell, he has regrets that he, and apparently his 

brothers, did not live a good life, looking after the poor and the needy.   Now there is a chasm 

between him and Lazarus.  Lazarus enjoys the good life.  The rich man is suffering.   

This theme of role reversal is big in Luke.  It is what Mary sings about in her Magnificat: 

“God has cost down the mighty from their thrones and lifted up the lowly.”  God feeds the 

hungry and sends the rich away empty.   This reversal is very evident today.  The once poor and 

destitute Lazarus, whose name means “God has helped”, is now at the side of Abraham while the 

once wealthy and influential man lies in torment. 
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This parable calls us to a new way of living-one that highlights mutual responsibility.  

The kingdom of God is both something striven for and something to be built here and now in our 

actions and our choices. If we are attentive to the gospel, we will become more alert to the needs 

of those around us.   

We have to make sure we do not have regrets at the end of our days.   The Church 

preaches a preferential option for the poor.  We must always be searching out the lost and the 

lowly, the poor, to hungry, the naked, the thirsty, the unhoused.      

As a parish, we seek to serve those who are in need in various ways: 

• At the end of Mass today, you will hear from our parishioner, Paul Neville, about the 

good work of Food for the Poor and the housing project in El Tabón, Guatemala.  Once 

again, Paul will ask us to support this project to provide basic housing to those who live 

in poverty.     

 

• Bringing food weekly for the IFC Food Pantry. We are the biggest supporter of the food 

pantry.  

 

• In the summer, providing toiletries for migrant workers through Piedmont Health Clinic. 

In the e-bulletin this week, you heard about the impact that this makes: This year has 

been very rewarding for us, and we would like to thank you all for organizing all the 

donation drives over the last 3 months. Being able to give our farmworkers much needed 

toiletries put a smile on their faces."  

 

• The Advent Giving Tree which provides gift cards to partner agencies and allows us to 

provide emergency help for food and basic needs to those who come to us.  

 

• We continue to work with priests in Africa to provide for their parishioners.  Also, in the 

e-bulletin you saw a picture of Fr. Pontiano Chomba in Tanzania  We provided some 

vestments for him and we also support him and his ministry financially. 

 

• You can do something personally too: There is no shortage of people on street corners in 

this town in need of help.  Maybe you could keep an envelope with some $10 or $20 bills 

in it in your car and be ready to give one to someone in need at a light. Perhaps even ask 

the person’s name. Wish God’s blessing on him or her.   

These are things we can do to hear the cry of the poor.   We do not want to be stuck at the 

end of our life or in the afterlife, calling out to Father Abraham.  We do not want to be stuck in a 

place of regretting that we did not do enough, that we did not do more, that we did not choose 

wisely, that we did not have enough time. As long as we are breathing, we can choose to care for 

the people around us, listen to the teachings of Christ, and live a life that is true to our deepest 

convictions.                                               

Choices do not have to be large to be life changing. The rich man could have simply 

shared some of his food with Lazarus in order to care for the people around him.  He did not do 

this. Who cared for Lazarus? The dogs.  And the dogs would have been the rich man’s guard 

dogs and people did not have pets in that day.   Lazarus was not fed, but the dogs were.  The 

guard dogs licked his wounds.  The ancients discovered that when a dog licks a person's sores or 

wounds, healing occurs more rapidly.   Lazarus found compassion in dogs and not the rich man.  
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 Today, this week, let’s look for ways to be compassionate, caring, generous as we 

recognize how good we have it.  St. John of the Cross said that in the end we will be judged by 

love.  The Christian message is one of joy and hope, which means not being closed to the needs 

of others.   If we seek to live in the love of God, then we must be willing to share that love with 

others.  If we wish to experience the love of God, let’s show that through our word, our choices 

and our actions and have no regrets. Amen.  

 

 


